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Authorization 
 
This Annual Report has been prepared for the Cook County Board of Commissioners by the Cook County 
Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back Program on behalf of the Pharmaceutical Disposal Advisory Committee 
pursuant to Section 46-116(e) of the Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance (Ord. No. 16-
1983):  The report shall include minutes of the Advisory Committee over the past year, a description of the 
types of programs that have been implemented or outsourced and the total costs of the Stewardship 
program. 
 
Executive Summary 

 
The Pharmaceutical Disposal Advisory Committee meets quarterly, or as designated by its Chairman, to 
oversee, advise and assist with the promotion and implementation of the Cook County Pharmaceutical 
Disposal Program (“Program”). The Advisory Committee may formulate recommendations to bring about 
improvement in this regard pursuant to Section 46-116 of the Cook County Safe Disposal of 
Pharmaceuticals Ordinance.  

 
Since 2017, the first year of reporting, the Program has collected and properly disposed of more than 
101,000 pounds of unused Covered Drugs. In 2020, the Program's fourth full year of operation, 32,564 
pounds of Covered Drug2 were collected at a reported cost of $116,111.50.  This represents an annual 
decrease in the total weight of drugs collected and a decrease in program expenditure.  The Program was 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic both in its internal operation as well as external contact with the 
communities of Cook County. The Program was funded primarily by the taxpayers of Cook County through 
the budgets of the Cook County Sheriff's office and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (“MWRD-GC”).  The 2020 Annual Report prepared for the MWRD-GC Board of 
Commissioners is attached to this report. MWRD-GC funding was initially authorized by its Board of 
Commissioners in 2016. These funds have served as a crucial foundation for operation of 45 permanent 
drop-off sites throughout Cook County, with special attention given to South Suburban Cook County. The 
MWRD-GC funds have underwritten core staff and equipment expenditures permitting stable and 
continuous operation, even during a pandemic.  

 

 
2 Covered Drug means a Drug sold, offered for sale or distribution in Cook County in pill, capsule, solid dosage, 
tablet, suppository, bolus, lozenge, implant, strip, powder and/or pellet form used by County residents, including 
prescription, nonprescription, brand name and generic drugs. Notwithstanding the previous sentence, "Covered 
Drug" does not include: (1) vitamins or supplements; (2) herbal-based remedies and homeopathic drugs, products, 
or remedies; (3) cosmetics, shampoos, sunscreens, toothpaste, lip balm, antiperspirants, or other personal care 
products that are regulated as both cosmetics and nonprescription drugs under the federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (Title 21 U.S.C. Chapter 9) (Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals, Sec. 46-102) (2016). 



 

 

Covanta, Indianapolis, Indiana, provided best practice destruction of collected Covered Drugs through 
use of an incineration process that uses the Covered Drugs to fuel clean energy for a local manufacturing 
plant. The Pharmaceutical Disposal Program has also received assistance in disposal of its Covered Drugs 
through semi-annual United States Drug Enforcement Agency (“DEA”) Prescription Drug Take Back Days. 

 
The Public Affairs Company provided in-kind promotional support through social media (Cook County 
MEDS) and public education events.  The Public Affairs Company also provided program impact data 
concerning public awareness of prescription disposal programs.  

 
The Cook County Sheriff and his Department provided staffing and operational support for Covered Drug 
collection and disposal.  He and his Communications Department continued to actively promote the 
Pharmaceutical Disposal Program through social media, television, and radio.  

 
Description of Collection Program 
 
The Cook County Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back Program (“CCSO”) directly monitors and operates 
permanent drop-off sites for Cook County residents to properly dispose of unused and expired 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines at 88 sites throughout Cook County. Additionally, CCSO 
partners with law enforcement agencies that operate 32 other collection sites. CCSO also provided drug 
collection services at 30 local community Prescription Drug Take Back events in 2020.  
 
Collected drugs were transported by the Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back Program to the Covanta 
facility in Indianapolis, Indiana for destruction. The Covanta facility generates energy by incinerating 
waste, providing clean energy to the city of Indianapolis. 
 
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
During 2020, one Advisory Committee Meeting was convened as required by ordinance prior to the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 Pandemic on January 14, 2020. The April 14, 2020 meeting that had been 
scheduled was cancelled due to state stay-at-home restrictions.  A second Advisory Committee: Meeting 
was convened virtually on November 20, 2020.  The minutes for the January 14, 2020 Advisory 
Committee Meeting and the November 20, 2020 Advisory Committee Meeting are reported below.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Cook County Pharmaceutical Disposal Advisory Committee 
Tuesday, January 14, 2020, 10:00 a.m. 

Conference Room 704 Daley Center, Chicago, Illinois 60602 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendance:  Patrick Flannery (Chair), Comm. Debra Shore, Aldine Wilson (Cook County Comm. Stanley 
Moore), Jessica Schumacher (Cook County Department of Environment and Sustainability), Peter Fotos 
(PhRMA), Patricia Horne (ex officio). 

Guests:  MaryRita Luecke (Cook County Commissioner Suffredin’s Office), Justin Hart (MWRD Comm. 
Shore’s Office). 

Meeting Called to Order.  Meeting was called to order by Chairman Patrick Flannery.  A quorum was 
present for business to be conducted.   

Meeting Minutes July 14, 2019 Advisory Committee Meeting filed. No Meeting minutes for December 
10, 2019 due to lack of quorum.  

Old Business 

SHERIFF’S PRECRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK PROGRAM ACTIVITY (HORNE):  The Sheriff’s Program 
collection and destruction data was presented.  Producer Registry had little change.  Outreach to 
McKesson, CVS and Walgreen’s had been made.  A financial report was made.  Meeting dates were 
posted with the Cook County Board of Commissioners. 

New Business 

PROGRAM PROMOTION (LUECKE/SHORE/FOTOS/SCHUMACHER/HORNE):  It was recommended that 
outreach be made with Meals on Wheels by providing the organization with information sheets on the 
program to distribute to M/W participants.  A presentation had been made to METRA to permit holding 
a take back event or placing a permanent collection box at its LaSalle Street station.  This request was 
pending approval by METRA. 50 take back events had been conducted in the past year.  It was also 
suggested to contact municipalities to promote take back events through a coordinated public 
awareness campaign; public service announcements could be placed in community newsletters, 
Aldermen and other elected officials could participate.  Cook County Meds was planning to work with 
the Sheriff’s Take Back Program using a blank PDF flyer to place locations on.  It was also recommended 
to work with Go Green Organizations. 

NEXT MEETING:  April 14, 2020. 

Adjournment. 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

      Patricia Horne                                           

 



 

 

Cook County Pharmaceutical Disposal Advisory Committee 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020, 10:00 a.m. 

(Virtual Meeting) 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Attendance:  Members:  Patrick Flannery (Chairman), Cook County Commissioner Donna Miller, 
Commissioner Debra Shore (Metropolitan Water Reclamation District-Great Chicago), Peter Fotos 
(PhRMA), Percy Harris (Cook County Department of Public Health), Olga Lyandres (Public Member), 
Kevin Schnoes (Cook County Department of Environment and Sustainability), Patricia Horne (Director, 
Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program) (ex officio). 

Guests:  Mary Rita Luecke, Justin Hart, Derrick Cabrera, Konstantine “Dean” Alonistiotis. 

Meeting Called to Order.  Meeting was called to order by Chairman Patrick Flannery.  A quorum was 
present for business to be conducted.   

Meeting Minutes July 23, 2019 Advisory Committee Meeting.  Filed separately.  

Old Business 

SHERIFF’S PRECRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK PROGRAM ACTIVITY (HORNE):  The Sheriff’s Program 
continued collections at permanent collection sites and conducted take back events beginning in June 
2020 consistent with state and local COVID-19 Response rules.  While collections are less than 2019, 
they remain consistent.  Plans were made to move forward with the Mail Back Service, but the 
participating print shop has been closed for much of the year due to COVID-19.  Efforts will be renewed 
in FY 2021. 

DISPOSAL OF COVERED DRUGS (SHORE/HORNE):  The Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program was 
notified this fall that Covanta Indianapolis, IN would again be available for no-cost incineration of 
unused medicine.    

PERMANENT COLLECTION SITE GOALS (SHORE/HORNE):  A goal of 50 pounds per location per month 
was set for 2020.  Due to COVID 19, some sites were temporarily closed.  However, thru October 20202, 
30,540 lbs. were collected.  This is 10,000 pounds less than last year.  Numbers will likely rise thru the 
end of December.  There are locations that are surpassing the 50-pound goal while many are not.  
Efforts are being made to work with those locations that are not meeting the goal.  It is believed that 
broader advertising and public awareness is needed. 

MAIL BACK PROGRAM (SHORE/HORNE): There were 150 completed requests for mail back envelopes in 
2019, but only 11 came back filled with unused and unwanted meds. We have not advertised it in a way 
that would garner a more energetic response. The plan for the program is work with the United States 
Postal Service to issue a direct mail piece into targeted precincts with senior and disabled residents.  

New Business 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION (DEAN/HORNE/SHORE):  There is an existing bill that was filed. Rep. Jennifer 
Gong-Gershowitz is the bill’s sponsor.  The bill did not incorporate the Sheriff’s Take Back Program. As a 



 

 

result, it would disband the network put together under the Cook County Program. There is a need to 
speak with the representative. 

COLLECTION DATA REPORTING (HORNE/FLANNERY/HARRIS/LUECKE):  There are public/quasi-public 
sector agencies who do not automatically report their monthly data to the Sheriff’s Take Back Program.  
Some collect and destroy using private sector vendors.  While the cost per pound of the Sheriff’s Take 
Back Program is $2.30 per pound (including collection, destruction, and administration), the private 
sector cost runs around $20 per pound.  When the program was initiated in 2016, it was projected that 
as volume increased, the cost would further decrease.  The more Covered Drugs collected through a 
unified system, the better the reporting.  It is also revealing other trends.  Some drug deserts may not 
have the luxury of disposing of Covered Drugs, they may lack certain medicines in the first place.  Larger 
opioid collections appear to be coming from more opulent areas.  It was assumed that if we made more 
people aware of the programming in communities where it is underutilized, there would be an uptick in 
use. So far, collection from less affluent communities has not increased consistent with outreach. 
Hypothesis is that there are fewer drugs prescribed in those areas.  Also, fewer opioids have been 
turned in the South Suburbs as compared to high blood pressure medication.  CDPH may also be 
interested leaning more about medicine being dispensed in “drug deserts.” 

FUTURE PLANNING (DEAN/FLANNERY/LUECKE/FOTOS):  1) consolidate our public sector operations; 2) 
publicly funded institutions should be working with us, 3) encourage these public groups thru a letter to 
utilize the Sheriff’s Take Back Program, 4) the more publicity that our program receives, the more it will 
be used;  5) brainstorm a year out, two years out, three years out; 6) create a plan for what is coming 
down the pipeline; 7) another poll – knowledge of the program. Summary of poll findings:  half of the 
respondents wanted more information on the mail back program. Some knowledge has gone down – 
likely due to COVID. 

Next Meeting:  February 9, 2021, 10 am-11-am (Virtual Meeting). 

Adjournment  

Respectfully Submitted, 

      Patricia Horne                            
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Prepared for the Cook County Board of Commissioners by the Cook County Sheriff's Prescription Drug 
Take Back Program on behalf of the Cook County Pharmaceutical Disposal Advisory Committee pursuant 
to Section 46-111 of the Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance (Ord. No. 16-1983).  

“The report shall include . . . a description of the types of programs that have been implemented or 
outsourced and the total costs of the Stewardship program.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The contents of this report may be viewed separately or entirely on the Cook County Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take 
Back Program web page at www.cookcountysheriff.org/rx home. 
 
For more information, please call the Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back Program Hotline (toll-free for residents 
of Cook County) at 1-844-688-7379.  
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Executive Summary 
 
In 2020, the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program's fourth full year of operation 
under the Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceutical Ordinance, the program collected 32,564.87 lbs. 
of “covered drugs” at a reported total expenditure of $116,111.50. This represents an annual 26 percent 
decrease in the weight of drugs collected over 2019 and a 14.5 percent reduction of the reported program 
cost; some costs for the program are fixed and cannot be reduced due to reduced program activity, e.g., 
facility overhead. The program is funded entirely by the taxpayers of Cook County through the budgets 
of the Cook County Sheriff's Office and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District. To ensure full 
compliance with federal, state, and local regulations, the Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back Program 
serves as the primary institution for collecting deposited drugs, sponsoring community events, providing 
mail back services for covered drug collection, and transporting of collected covered drugs to a 
responsible recycler under the Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance. 
 
The internal operation of the collection program and external community contact was substantially 
impacted by restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Due to these restrictions, events were not 
held in several traditional months.  The plan to proceed on a mail service announcement through direct 
mail was also postponed due to workplace limitations. 
 
Description of Collection Program 
 
Specific reporting information required by Section 46-111 of the Ordinance: 

1. A list of Producers participating in the program according to Section 46-104 of the Ordinance.    

 
Two additional registrations occurred for Producers previously enrolled. This list appears in Attachment 
1. 
 

2. The amount, by weight, of Covered Drugs collected, including the amount by weight from each 
collection method used.  
 
For 2020, unused or expired Covered Drug collection totaled 32,564.87 lbs. occurred through direct and 
indirect collection covered drugs by governmental entities.  Direct collection totaling 19,876.17 lbs. 
occurred through the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program permanent collection 
boxes, take back events, and mail back service. In addition to direct collection, the Sheriff's Prescription 
Drug Take Back Program surveils collection of other public section sites.  

  
To summarize, the Sheriff's Prescription Take Back Program reported direct collection/destruction of 
19,876.17 lbs. including 17,047.67 lbs. collected through permanent collection sites, 2,822 lbs. collected 
through take back events and 6 pounds were collected through mail back returns. Indirect collection 
totaling 12,688.7 occurred through surveilled suburban jurisdictions reporting 4,197.2 lbs., City of 



 

 

Chicago reporting 7,878 lbs., and MWRD-GC reporting 613.5 lbs. See Attachment 2.  Districts varied in 
the level of collection.  Those districts that produced larger collection totals had pro-active local law 
enforcement agencies and a substantial number of take back events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since 2017, the Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program has collected and properly destroyed more 
than 101,000 pounds of Covered Drugs.  Collection reporting (direct collection and monitored collection) 
has grown from an average 865 pounds per month in 2017 to 2,713 pounds per month in 2020.  Similarly, 
the number of take back events have grown from three in 2017, to 30 take back events in 2020. 

 
Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program 2017-2020 All-Site Collection Totals   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 
While the monthly median for direct collection in 2020 was 1,656.34 pounds, reporting is skewed by the 
extraordinarily large amount reported irregularly by agencies that are monitored. For this reason, the 
Sheriff’s Program is seeking changes to require automatic monthly reporting from public agencies that 
handle their own collection as well as from pharmacies or other private sector collection. 
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Cook County Sheriff Prescription Drug Take Back Program 
2020 Monthly Collection/Destruction Activity from All Sites 

Year January February March April May June July August September October November December Annual Total
2017 110.00 85.00 399.00 1,334.00 670.00 582.00 1,281.00 1,336.00 1,190.00 1,339.00 965.00 1,094.60 10,385.60
2018 1,020.00 938.00 1,163.00 1,090.00 1,584.50 1,397.00 1,296.00 1,350.00 1,444.00 1,104.00 1,591.00 1,124.00 15,101.50
2019 2,166.25 2,459.25 2,218.25 6,925.55 3,411.50 3,553.00 1,713.30 4,047.15 6,271.24 2,771.30 4,993.15 3,323.60 43,853.54
2020 1,976.72 2,138.63 2,017.99 795.57 923.00 1,012.50 1,400.90 3,096.91 3,022.89 13,808.46 1,166.40 1,204.90 32,564.87

Total 5,272.97 5,620.88 5,798.24 10,145.12 6,589.00 6,544.50 5,691.20 9,830.06 11,928.13 19,022.76 8,715.55 6,747.10 101,905.51



 

 

In 2020 the 13th Board Commissioner District (North suburban) led other districts with 5,050 collected 
pounds, followed by the 14th Board Commissioner District (Far North suburban) with 4,764 pounds, the 
17th Board Commissioner District (West) with 2,972 pounds, 6th Board Commissioner District (Far South 
suburban) with 2,192 pounds, 11th Board Commission District (Southwest City and Suburban) with 2,151 
pounds, and 9th Board Commissioner District (Near West Suburban) with 2,142 pounds.  The City of 
Chicago reported more than 8,400 pounds of drugs collected citywide in 2020.     

 
2020  Collection Activity Monthly and Annual by Commissioner District 

 

LOCATION District Area

January 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction 

Weight

February 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction  

Weight

March 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction 

Weight

April 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction 

Weight

May 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction 

Weight

June 2020 
Collection/ 

Desttruction 
Weight

July  2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction 

Weight

August 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction 

Weight 

September 2020  
Collection/ 

Destruction Weight

October 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction 

Weight

November 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction  

Weight

December 2020 
Collection/ 
Destruction  

Weight
2020 Annual 
Total (Inc.)

COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT  1 1 CHICAGO/WEST 27.50 18.00 22.00 17.50 17.00 11.00 98.00 36.00 73.50 130.00 7.00 14.00 471.50
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT  2 2 CHICAGO 22.00 21.00 95.50 1.50 15.00 1.50 3.00 0.00 20.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 179.50
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT  3 3 CHICAGO 0.00
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT  4 4 SOUTH 22.00 15.00 7.00 2.50 15.00 39.00 18.00 9.50 19.00 12.00 12.00 9.50 180.50
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT  5 5 SOUTH 90.00 126.50 46.50 27.00 81.00 208.50 118.50 20.00 192.00 93.50 32.00 36.00 1,071.50
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT  6 6 SOUTH 149.50 213.50 128.00 80.50 159.00 122.50 112.00 266.50 489.50 189.00 180.50 102.00 2,192.50
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT  7 7 CHICAGO 9.00 3.00 2.00 3.00 15.00 2.00 4.00 0.00 9.00 114.00 0.00 5.00 166.00
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 8 8 CHICAGO 67.00 67.00
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 9 9 NORW 201.08 235.37 195.82 59.47 38.50 102.00 171.00 217.69 253.35 371.84 211.50 85.50 2,143.12

COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 10 10 CHICAGO 28.00 28.00
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 11 11 SOWST 236.50 95.00 185.50 81.50 336.00 87.00 123.50 65.00 481.00 355.00 49.00 56.00 2,151.00
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 12 12 CHICAGO 126.00 126.00
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 13 13 NORTH 446.30 651.02 495.01 157.79 105.50 114.00 154.40 673.21 429.41 1,398.56 219.90 205.20 5,050.30
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 14 14 NORW 373.59 385.83 450.64 224.84 68.00 49.50 244.50 1,331.43 329.86 964.14 113.50 229.00 4,764.83
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 15 15 NORW 97.75 89.41 116.52 80.97 19.00 26.00 85.00 124.08 264.27 444.62 127.00 190.00 1,664.62
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 16 16 WEST 110.50 81.00 91.00 33.00 24.50 59.00 92.00 97.00 98.50 45.00 57.50 48.00 837.00
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 17 17 SOWST 191.00 204.00 182.50 26.00 29.50 190.50 177.00 256.50 237.50 1,288.00 103.50 86.50 2,972.50

COUNTYWIDE/CITYWIDE AGENCIES 8,307.80 53.00 138.20 8,499.00
TOTAL PERMANENT COLLECTION AND 
DESTRUCTION TOTALS (POUNDS) 1,976.72 2,138.63 2,017.99 795.57 923.00 1,012.50 1,400.90 3,096.91 3,022.89 13,808.46 1,166.40 1,204.90 32,564.87
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3. The total cost of the provision of services of the Collection Plan. 
 
For this report, "cost of provision of services" refers to all activities related to: Personnel, Collection 
Containers, Van (Fuel, Maintenance, Depreciation) Box Truck (Fuel, Maintenance, Depreciation), 
Printing (Posters, Brochures, Bumper Stickers, Container Labels), Telecommunications Hotline (Usage 
$45/month plus .0645/minute), Webpage (Google Map service $.032/Place search request), Security 
(Camera Surveillance DEA Required 50% Existing Service and Alarm System Protection I/ADT 25% 
Existing Service). In 2020, the cost for these services was $99,591.25. This cost averaged $3.058. per 
pound. The cost per pound increased by $1 from 2019 due to the decrease in collected pounds. See 
Attachment 3.   By comparison, private companies continue to charge at an estimated rate of $20.00 
per pound. The Program continued to realize savings over its budgeted costs due to the investment in 
equipment and facility.  
 

The Program received a grant from the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago in 
the amount of $76,046.52 for operation of 45 permanent drop-off sites. See 202020 Annual Report to 
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago.  The Program also received an in-kind 
donation from Covanta (Indianapolis, IN) for incinerated destruction of DEA Controlled Substances-Take 
Back Events at a quoted cost of $250.00 per destruction event. There were five destruction events at 
an estimated value of $1,250.00. The Program received a similar in-kind contribution from the United 
States Drug Enforcement Agency for destruction of DEA Controlled Substances-Take Back Events at an 
estimated value of $250.00. The Program received promotional assistance from the Public Affairs 
Company, no dollar value provided. 

 

4. The total amount of fees collected from participating Producers. 
 
No fees were collected from participating Producers in 2020.   

 
5.  A list of the number, site, and type of collection sites established and to be established. 

 
The Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program directly operates drop-off sites at 86 
locations throughout Cook County, increased from 84 in 2019. Additionally, CCSO partners with law 
enforcement and other public agencies who operate 32 collection sites. See Attachment 4.   
 

6. The number of mailers provided for senior citizens and home-bound disabled County residents. 
 

A pre-paid envelope mailer was created in January 2019.  Funds for postage were deposited into the 
program's County special fund account to permit debit deductions from United States Postal Service 
when pre-paid envelopes are returned from seniors or disabled home-bound County residents as 
authorized by the Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance.  To address the 
ordinance restriction on providing pre-paid envelope mailers only to senior citizens and home-bound 
disabled adults, a mail request form was also created in 2019 to confirm that requestors were 
members of the authorized groups. In 2020, 1,500 mail request forms were distributed to three 
township offices in addition to Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back sites, and County Commissioner 
offices.  
 
 

 



 

 

The locations where mailers were provided 
 

In 2020, six mailers were requested via the program hotline.  Two were returned.  The two 
returned mailers contained Covered Drugs weighing six pounds. 
 

7. The dates and locations of collection events held in 2020. 
 
The Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program provided drug collection services for local 
community events at 30 sites in 2020, collecting 2,822.50 pounds.  While Events were held throughout 
Cook County, the greatest number were requested for the South Suburban area and the West Side of 
Chicago.  See Take Back Event Listing below.  Many of these events were part of larger community 
recycling events.   
 
Take Back events were suspended from March through May 2020 due to the state and local response to 
COVID-19.   
 
When the events began again in June, COVID-19 safety precautions requiring mask use and social 
distancing and handling of materials were strictly followed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2020 Prescription Drug Take Back Events 

 



 

 

8. The transporters and disposal facility or facilities used for the disposal of all Covered Drugs. 
 
The Cook County Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back Program transported collected Covered Drugs to 
the Covanta disposal facility located at 2320 Harding St, Indianapolis, IN 46221 and to the designated 
locations for federal Drug Enforcement Administration semi-annual take back events. 

9. Whether any safety or security problems occurred during collection, transportation, or disposal of 
Covered Drugs during the reporting period and, if so, what changes have or will be made to policies, 
procedures, or tracking mechanisms to alleviate the problem and to improve safety and security in the 
future. 
 
None occurred. Procedures for operation of the Sheriff's Prescription Take Back Program are attached in 
Attachment 5.  

10. A description of the public education, outreach, and evaluation activities implemented during the 
reporting period. 
 
Public education and outreach occurred through the Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back webpage, toll 
free telephone number, take back events and responses to requests for public information. The program 
also linked to community policing and environmental events. One strategy is to work with groups involved 
with community recycling events to give public participants multiple reasons to come out and support 
elimination of Covered Drugs in a safe, comfortable, and anonymous manner. 

Evaluation activities are in development although members of the public are always able to communicate 
their concerns through our email address and hotline telephone number. 

Examples of promotional materials are included in Attachment 6. 

A description of how collected packaging was recycled to the extent feasible, including the recycling 
facility or facilities used. 

 
In compliance with federal HIPPA requirements, unwanted medicine is separated from its containers 
in a secure manner by law enforcement personnel under camera surveillance. The containers and 
labels are then shredded and any plastic from containers is recycled. The recycling facility that the 
material was delivered to was Loop Recycling at 2367 S. Laflin St. Chicago, IL 60608. 

 

11.  A summary of the Collection Plan's goals, the degree of success in meeting those goals in the past.  
year, and if any goals have not been met, what effort will be made to achieve the goals in the next year.  

 
The 2020 goals for the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program of the Program were: 
1) to fulfill the expectations of Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance by expanding a 
unified collection system for both the public and private sectors to ensure readily accessible permanent 
drop-off site 150,000 residents per County Commissioner District and five (5) drop-off sites per County 
Commissioner District; 2) to maintain the largest local law enforcement permanent collection network in 
the United States that routinely and properly collected and destroyed Covered Drugs in a manner 
compliant with governing state law and the regulations of United States Drug Enforcement Agency and 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency; 3) to provide for the prompt destruction of patient 
information on Drug packaging; 4) to include, as Collectors, any Pharmacy, or other Collector willing to 



 

 

serve voluntarily as a drop-off site for Unwanted Covered Drugs and able to meet the requirements of 
the Ordinance within three months of their offer to participate, unless the Collector requests a longer 
time frame; 5) to make mail-back services available, free of charge, to disabled and homebound County 
residents upon request through the Collection Plan’s toll-free telephone number and web site, and 
through distribution of prepaid, preaddressed mailers to Persons providing services to such County 
residents; 6) to provide the required toll-free telephone number and web site in English, Spanish, Polish, 
Chinese, Korean, and Russian. Program; 7) to coordinate with producers to develop a single system of 
promotion to promote the Collection Plan so that collection options for Covered Drugs are widely 
understood by County residents, pharmacists, retailers of Covered Drugs and health care practitioners 
including doctors and other prescribers, veterinarians and veterinary hospitals, and promote the safe 
storage of Covered Drugs by County residents; 8) to coordinate with producers to include promotion of 
the Collection Plan on the Producers' marketing and packaging materials and devices; and work with 
Collectors participating in the Collection Plan to develop clear, standardized instructions for County 
residents on the use of collection bins and a readily-recognizable, consistent design of collection bins; 9) 
to conduct a biennial survey of County residents and a survey of pharmacists, veterinarians, and health 
professionals in the County who interact with patients on use of medicines, with survey questions 
measuring percent awareness of the Collection Plans, assess to what extent drop-off sites and other 
collection methods are convenient and easy to use, and assess knowledge and attitudes about risks of 
abuse, poisonings and overdoses from prescription and nonprescription medicines used in the home with 
review and comment the from Director at least 30 days prior to initiation of the survey and with results 
of the survey shall be reported to the Director and made available to the public on the website within 90 
days of the end of the survey period; 10) to work with the Illinois Poison Center to advertise drop-off sites 
and other collection opportunities under the Collection Plan; and 11) to dispose of Collected Drugs at a 
permitted hazardous waste disposal facility as defined by the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency under 40 C.F.R. parts 264 and 265. 

Efforts to meet 2020 goals and recommendations where goals could not be met:  1) The Collection Plan 
has met or exceed the goal of drop-off site access through direct collection access requirements through 
law enforcement, township office, public high education, and pharmacy drop off sites. However, we 
continue to have non-compliance with voluntary reporting of collection of Covered Drugs from 
monitored public sector Collectors and from all Pharmacies.  We recommend an amendment to the Safe 
Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance to require automatic monthly electronic reporting of collection 
weights at each of their respective drop-off sites by all Collectors to the Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take 
Back Program. 2) The Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program has met this goal by establishing a 
network of 88 permanent public collection sites from which it directly collects Covered Drugs.  We 
continue to seek ways to raise collection levels at these drop-off sites or in the corresponding 
municipalities through public information and promotion as well as conducting take back events. 3) The 
Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program is in full compliance with the goal of prompt destruction 
of patient information on any drug containers it receives through a plastic shredding process.  We 
recommend an amendment to the Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance to require automatic 
monthly electronic reporting of prompt disposal of patient information by all Collectors to the Sheriff’s 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program. 4) The Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program is in full 
compliance with including any prospective Pharmacies or other eligible Collectors requesting to 
participate as a drop-off site.  We currently have at least one major Pharmacy chain, CVS, that refers their 
prescription drug customers to the Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program via a printout on their 
purchase receipts; we began requesting that these Pharmacies permit us to place posters in their facilities 
the program.  5) The Program is following its goals but has not received an adequate demand for pre-



 

 

paid mail back envelopes. The mailing system was established in 2019. Due to the restrictions on eligible 
participants, a mail back request form was developed to confirm that a requestor was within the eligible 
group. Thousands of mail back request forms were distributed to public sector locations.  The Program 
hotline and website became available in 2019, and an instructional video was placed on the website for 
participation on the mail back service.  In 2020, few pre-paid mail back envelopes have been requested 
and fewer still were returned.  A promotional direct mail plan was developed for the mail back program 
in partnership with the United States Postal Service with a mailer to targeted zip codes with greater 
numbers of senior citizens and homebound disabled adults. In 2020, program staffing restrictions 
impeded implementation of the direct mail plan.  6) The Program is in full compliance with this goal.  7) 
The Program is in partial compliance with this goal.  While Producers have developed their own 
promotion plan, it runs on a parallel track to the unified collection plan developed by the Sheriff’s 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program rather promoting a unified effort by both the public and private 
sectors. It is recommended that the Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance be amended to provide 
enforcement power to compel full compliance with Section 46-107(a)(2). 8) The Program is not in 
compliance.  Producers have not adopted a common standard, their drop-off sites run on a parallel track 
to the unified collection plan developed by the Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program. It is 
recommended that the Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance be amended to provide enforcement 
power to compel full compliance with Section 46-107(a)(3).  9) The Program is not in compliance.  While 
attempts have been made at having a survey conducted by a program of public higher education, a survey 
has not been completed.  Concurrently, organization representing Producers does conduct a poll through 
a public relations firm that does submit questions to the Director prior to the poll being conducted and 
has provided polling results to the Director.  This poll is conducted on an annual basis but has not yet 
been adopted as the survey provided for in the Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance. 10) Outreach 
was made to the Illinois Poison Center and it has agreed to include a reference to the Sheriff’s Prescription 
Drug Take Back Program on its website. 11)  While Sheriff’s direct collection was in full compliance with 
this goal, other collectors have not provided their waste disposal information.  This provision in the 
ordinance should be amended to require mandatory automatic monthly reporting of waste disposal 
information to the Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program, which may be in the form of dual 
reporting where this information is required by other regulatory agencies. 

 
12. The total expenditures of the Collection Plan during the reporting period (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 2020). 
 

$116,111.50.  This came under the budgeted amount of $132,350.72. See Attachment 3.  While the 
program did not earn fees during this period, it did receive $76,046.52 through an Intergovernmental 
Agreement with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, which provided for a 
staff person (sworn) to collect and destroy Covered Drugs at designated sites (45) in suburban Cook 
County as well as collection receptacles. See 2020 Annual Report to the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago. 
 
The program also received an in-kind contribution equivalent to $1,250 from Covanta Indianapolis, 
IN for five (5) incineration events of collected Covered Drugs. The material was used as a form of 
clean energy to operate a local manufacturing plant in Indianapolis, IN. The Program also received an 
in-kind contribution from the United States Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) for one (1) destruction 
event of collected Covered Drugs. Lastly, the program continued to receive some in-kind publicity 
through Public Affairs and CVS by promoting the Sheriff's Program through outreach events and 



 

 

printing a promotional message on prescription receipts received by customers informing them of 
the availability of the Sheriff's Prescription Drug Take Back Program.  

13.  A summary of available data on indicators and trends of abuse, poisonings, and overdoses from  
       prescription and nonprescription drugs and a review of comprehensive prevention strategies to  
       reduce risks of drug abuse, overdoses, and preventable poisonings.   
 

In August 2020, the Program undertook comparative research with selected take back events to examine 
consumer disposal patterns for Covered Drugs. A South Suburban Blue Island event yielded 136.6 total 
pounds of disposed drugs as compared to Evanston with 128 pounds and Hillside with 78.7 pounds.  
 
The Evanston Event yielded substantially larger quantities of Anti-Inflammatory, Opioid, Psychotropic, 
and Digestive Health drugs. The Blue Island Event yielded larger quantities of Statins, Blood-Related, and 
Vitamin Supplements. The Hillside Event resulted in a larger quantity of Anti-Diabetic drugs, and a lower 
quantity of Statins and a larger percentage of Opioids collected (though not a larger quantity). 

 

 
 

 

FORENSIC AUDIT OF BLUE ISLAND, EVANSTON, HILLSIDE EVENT DRUG TOTALS AUGUST 2020
BLUE ISLAND EVANSTON HILLSIDE
WEIGHT PERCENT WEIGHT PERCENT WEIGHT PERCENT

GRAND TOTAL COLLECTION 136.6 99.19 128 99.9 78.7 99.31
ANTI-INFLAMMATORY 7.5 5.15 19 14.8 4.6 5.84
ANTI-DIABETIC 3 2.21 4 3.3 9.2 11.7
STATINS 12 8.82 4 3.3 0 0
OPIODS 3 2.21 11 8.5 8.7 11.05
ANTIBIOTICS 8 5.88 6 4.6 3.2 4.06
PSYCHOTROPIC 7.2 5.1 18 14 1.8 2.3
BLOOD-RELATED 35.1 25.7 17 13.2 2.8 2.87
DIGESTIVE HEALTH 9.1 6.62 18 14 14.5 18.42
VITAMIN/SUPPLEMENTS 51.8 37.5 31 24.2 33.9 43.07



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A second set of audits will be conducted in 2021 to identify any changes in disposal of Coverage 
Drugs in terms of type and quantity.  We are also seeking prescription data for these jurisdictions to 
further develop our analysis on disposal of Covered Drugs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Attachment 1 Producer Registry 2017-2020 



 

 

Attachment 1 Producer Registry 2017-2020 

 



 

 

Attachment 1 Producer Registry 2017-2020 

 



 

 

Attachment 2 The amount, by weight, of Covered Drugs collected, including the amount by weight 
from each collection method used.                 



 

 

Attachment 2 The amount, by weight, of Covered Drugs collected, including the amount by weight 
from each collection method used.    

 



 

 

Attachment 2 The amount, by weight, of Covered Drugs collected, including the amount by weight 
from each collection method used. 



 

 

Attachment 2 The amount, summarized by Commissioner District with weight, of Covered Drugs 
collected, including the amount by weight from each collection method used. 

 



 

 

Attachment 3.   The total cost of the provision of services of the Collection Plan. 



 

 

Attachment 4 A list of the number, site and type of collection sites established and to be established 

 



 

 

Attachment 4 A list of the number, site and type of collection sites established and to be established 

 



 

 

Attachment 4 A list of the number, site and type of collection sites established and to be established 

 

 



 

 

Attachment 4 A list of the number, site and type of collection sites established and to be established 

 



 

 

Attachment 4 A list of the number, site and type of collection sites established and to be established 

 



 

 

Attachment 5   Permanent and Take Back Event Collection Procedure and Mail Back Procedure 

Cook County Sheriff’s Office 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program 

Procedure for Collection and Destruction of Prescription Drugs 
 

PERMANENT AND TAKE BACK EVENT COLLECTIONS 
 

This Procedure is for collection and destruction of prescription drugs by designated law enforcement 
officers of the Cook County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) as part of the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug 
Take Back Program, as permitted under state and federal drug enforcement and environmental law 
(Contraband Exclusion 40 CFR part 60.2887(p) and 60.2993(p)) and 21 C.F.R. §1317.35(a)-(d), 
§1317.75(a)-(e). 

The authorized collection of prescription drugs for destruction placed in the custody of a designated 
CCSO law enforcement representative(s) will be treated as any other release order maintaining a proper 
chain of custody.  

The Procedure for collection and destruction of prescription drugs is as follows: 

1. Each participating agency in the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program shall 
arrange to have a secure container, which is anchored to the ground and is kept under 24-hour 
surveillance by the presence of a law enforcement officer or under a camera surveillance system 
consistent with the standards established by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency. 
 

a. The participating agency shall complete an agreement for installing its secure container 
and shall permit access to the installed secure container for collection of prescription 
drugs by a designated CCSO law enforcement officer.  The participating agency shall 
complete all relevant portions of Certificate of Prescription Drugs Destruction Forms, and 
permit data to be shared concerning collection of prescription drugs from its secure 
container. 
 

2. A designated CCSO law enforcement officer will collect prescription drugs from each 
participating agency’s secure container on a scheduled basis consistent with the provisions of 21 
C.F.R. §1317.35.  
 

a. Immediately upon collection of the prescription drugs from the participating agency’s 
secure container, the CCSO law enforcement officer will complete all relevant portions of 
a Certificate of Prescription Drugs Destruction Form: 
 

• PDDC Inv. Number 
• Agency Name 
• Agency Phone Number 
• Agency Address 
• Agency Email Address 

 



 

 

b. The CCSO law enforcement officer in the presence of the designated agency 
representative will confirm that the items removed from the container are undisturbed.  
 

• Agency Representative Printed Name 
• Agency Representative Signature 
• Agency Supervisor Printed Name 
• Agency Supervisor Signature 

 
3. The designated CCSO law enforcement officer will then take custody of the referenced 

prescription drugs consistent with 21 C.F.R. §1317.35(b) and (c). 
 

4. The designated CCSO law enforcement officer will complete the remaining portions of the 
Certificate of Prescription Drug Destruction upon delivery of the collected Prescription Drugs to 
the CCSO Prescription Drug Vault, including: 
 

a. PRESCRIPTION DRUG COLLECTION 
A. Quantity of Prescription Drugs Collected 
B. Description of Prescription Drugs Collected 
C. CCSO Employee Name (Printed) 
D. CCSO Employee Signature/Star 
E. Collection Date 

b. PRESCRIPTION DRUG STORAGE 
A. FOR PDDC PROPERTY CONTROL ONLY (VAULT, SHELF #, LOCKER #) 
B. PDDC PROPERTY LOG 

c. PRESCRIPTION DRUG DESTRUCTION 
A. Drug Disposal 
B. Destruction Date 
C. Recycling Vendor Date 
D. Destroyed by CCSO Employee Signature/Star/Date 
E. Recycling Vendor Name/Ticket #/Date 

 
5. The designated CCSO law enforcement officer will immediately thereafter also complete a Cook 

County Sheriff’s Police Department (CCSPD) Property Inventory Form, consistent with CCSO 
agency recordkeeping requirements for storage of illicit controlled substance evidence, with the 
following information: 
 

a. Offense/Classification Number should be listed as “7280/Other Police Services”. 
b. Complete Date Recovered. 
c.   Complete CR Number 

A. Call Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department Radio Dispatch to request CR  
      number. 
B. Obtain Inv. Number from CCSPD Desk. 

d.   At Item number, complete Quantity with number of collected boxes. 
e.   At Description of Property, write “Box or Bag Numerous Pharmaceutical/Drug Items.” 



 

 

f.    At hash, mark a strike through (/) at dollar sign. 
g.   Under Check Any Boxes Applicable: 

A. Check off “Recovered” and write the collection location and address items 
are collected from. 
B. Check off “To Be Disposed of by Custodian after 30 Day Retention”. 
C. Check off “Evidence & Recovered Unit Personnel” under Initial Destination of  
Property. 
D. Check off Recovering Unit Personnel under “Transport Via”. 

 
h. Under “Property Recovered By” complete 1st Officer’s Name (Print) and Signature. 

 
6. The designated CCSO law enforcement officer will then secure the transferred prescription 

drugs and transport same to the CCSPD Evidence Room or the CCSO Prescription Drug Vault. 
 

7. Upon placement of the prescription drugs in the CCSO Prescription Drug Vault, the designated 
CCSO law enforcement officer will complete the remaining portions of the Certificate of 
Prescription Drug Destruction upon delivery of the collected Prescription Drugs to the CCSO 
Prescription Drug Vault, including: 
 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG STORAGE 
A. CCSPD Property Inventory # 
B. CCSPD CR # 

 
a. The items shall then be stored in the CCSO Prescription Drug/Drug Evidence Vault while 

awaiting destruction. 
 

8. In the event that the prescription drugs must be stored in the CCSPD Evidence Room for any 
period of time, the designated CCSO law enforcement officer shall turn over the transferred 
prescription drugs along with completed CCSPD Property Inventory and any additional 
documentation requested by the CCSPD. 

 
9. The CCSPD will then assume custody of the prescription drugs and secure them, pending 

destruction. 
 

10. A designated CCSO law enforcement officer will re-assume custody of the prescription drugs 
from the CCSPD immediately prior to destruction of the drug evidence. 
 

a. When a designated CCSO law enforcement officer re-assumes custody of the prescription 
drugs, the items shall be stored in the CCSO Prescription Drug Vault while awaiting 
destruction. 
 

b. The CCSO Prescription Drug Vault Storage Log and relevant sections of Certificate of 
Prescription Drugs Destruction Form (For Property Control Use Only and Property Log) 
shall be completed. 

 



 

 

11. Destruction of the prescription drugs will be performed by a designated hazardous waste 
recycler or a designated CCSO law enforcement officer within thirty (30) days of the Sheriff’s 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program custody and shall include secure transport of said drugs to 
the destruction site. 
 

a. The contents of each confirmed container shall then process such that it is to be 
separated and grouped according to type of recyclable or waste material. 

 
A. All non-drug material that includes identifying information, such as 

prescription drug labels, shall be held in a secure manner for separate record 
destruction. 

B.  All non-drug material shall then be recycled according to its type of recyclable 
or waste material. 

C. All drug material shall be disposed of through a process of incineration by the 
designated CCSO law enforcement officer and as permitted by state and 
federal law. 

1. The drugs shall be incinerated using an incinerator that meets the 
specifications for an Other Solid Waste Incinerator (“OSWI”) as 
permitted under 40 CFR part 60.2887(p) and 60.2993(p) and 21 
C.F.R.§1317.35(d). 

2. The drugs shall be incinerated in small quantities not to exceed fifty 
pounds at one time. 

3. The drugs shall be incinerated on a secure site authorized or operated 
by the Cook County Sheriff’s Office. 
 

D. The Certificate of Prescription Drug Destruction Form shall be fully completed 
at the conclusion of the drug destruction event. 

1. The completed Certificate of Prescription Drug Destruction Form will be 
placed in the Cook County Sheriff Prescription Drug Destruction Form 
file in the Supply Chain Management shared folder. 

2. A copy of the completed Certificate of Prescription Drug Destruction 
Form will be sent upon request to the designated representative of the 
participating agenc(ies) from which the drugs were collected. 

 
12. The Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program shall maintain proper 

recordkeeping to memorialize collection and destruction of prescription drugs occurring as part 
of Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program. 

 
 
Attachments 
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Cook County Sheriff’s Office 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program 

Procedure for Collection and Destruction of Prescription Drugs 
 

MAIL-BACK PROGRAM 
 

This Procedure is for collection and destruction of prescription drugs through a mail-back program by 
designated law enforcement officers of the Cook County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) as part of the CCSO 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program, as permitted under state and federal drug enforcement and 
environmental law (Contraband Exclusion 40 CFR part 60.2887(p) and 60.2993(p)) and 21 C.F.R. §1317.70. 
The authorized collection of prescription drugs for destruction placed in the custody of a designated CCSO 
law enforcement representative(s) will be treated as any other release order maintaining a proper chain 
of custody.  
The Procedure for collection and destruction of prescription drugs is as follows: 

13. The CCSO Prescription Drug Take Back Program shall arrange to have a secure container, which 
is anchored to the ground and is kept under 24-hour surveillance by the presence of a law 
enforcement officer or under a camera surveillance system consistent with the standards 
established by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency. 

 
14. A designated CCSO law enforcement officer will collect prescription drugs from each daily 

delivery made by the United States Post Office to the physical address of the Sheriff’s 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program consistent with the provisions of 21 C.F.R. §1317.70.  
 

a. Immediately upon daily collection of the mail-back envelopes delivered to the Sheriff’s 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program facility, 2323 South Rockwell, First Floor, Chicago, IL 
60608 from the United States Post Office, the CCSO law enforcement officer will 
complete all relevant portions of a Mail-Back Service Daily Collection Log: 

• Envelope Tracking Number 
• Date of Receipt 
• Postal Carrier Identification Number 
• Number of Mail Return Envelopes Collected 
• Certificate of Prescription Drug Destruction Date 
• Collecting Officer’s Full Name 
• Collecting Officer’s Star Number 
• Log Completion Date 

 
15. The designated CCSO law enforcement officer will then take custody of the referenced 

prescription drugs consistent with 21 C.F.R. §1317.35(b) and (c). 
 

16. The designated CCSO law enforcement officer will then complete a Certificate of Prescription 
Drug Destruction for delivery of the daily collected Prescription Drugs to the CCSO Prescription 
Drug Vault, including: 

a. PRESCRIPTION DRUG COLLECTION 
A. Quantity of Prescription Drugs Collected 
B. Description of Prescription Drugs Collected 
C. CCSO Employee Name (Printed) 



 

 

D. CCSO Employee Signature/Star 
E. Collection Date 

b. PRESCRIPTION DRUG STORAGE 
A. FOR PDDC PROPERTY CONTROL ONLY (VAULT, SHELF #, LOCKER #) 
B. PDDC PROPERTY LOG 

c. PRESCRIPTION DRUG DESTRUCTION 
A. Drug Disposal 
B. Destruction Date 
C. Recycling Vendor Date 
D. Destroyed by CCSO Employee Signature/Star/Date 
E. Recycling Vendor Name/Ticket #/Date 

 
17. The designated CCSO law enforcement officer will immediately thereafter also complete a Cook 

County Sheriff’s Police Department (CCSPD) Property Inventory Form, consistent with CCSO 
agency recordkeeping requirements for storage of illicit controlled substance evidence, with the 
following information: 
 

a. Offense/Classification Number should be listed as “7280/Other Police Services”. 
b. Complete Date Recovered. 
c. Complete CR Number 

A. Call Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department Radio Dispatch to request CR     
 number. 

B.    Obtain Inv. Number from CCSPD Desk. 
d.   At Item number, complete Quantity with number of collected boxes. 
e.   At Description of Property, write “Box or Bag Numerous Pharmaceutical/Drug Items.” 
f.    At hash, mark a strike through (/) at dollar sign. 
g.   Under Check Any Boxes Applicable: 

A. Check off “Recovered” and write the collection location and address items are 
collected from. 
B. Check off “To Be Disposed of by Custodian after 30 Day Retention”. 
C. Check off “Evidence & Recovered Unit Personnel” under Initial Destination of  
Property. 
D. Check off Recovering Unit Personnel under “Transport Via”. 

h. Under “Property Recovered By” complete 1st Officer’s Name (Print) and Signature. 
 

18. The designated CCSO law enforcement officer will then secure the transferred prescription 
drugs and transport same to the CCSO Prescription Drug Vault. 
 

19. Upon placement of the prescription drugs in the CCSO Prescription Drug Vault, the designated 
CCSO law enforcement officer will complete the remaining portions of the Certificate of 
Prescription Drug Destruction upon delivery of the collected Prescription Drugs to the CCSO 
Prescription Drug Vault, including: 

a. PRESCRIPTION DRUG STORAGE 
A. CCSPD Property Inventory # 
B. CCSPD CR # 



 

 

 
b. The items shall then be stored in the CCSO Prescription Drug Vault while awaiting 

destruction. 
 

20. Destruction of the prescription drugs will be performed by at designated DEA approved 
destruction site accompanied by two law enforcement officers within thirty (30) days of the 
CCSO Prescription Drug Program custody and shall include secure transport of said drugs to the 
destruction site as required under 21 CFR 1317.90. 
 

a. The contents of each confirmed container shall then be separated and grouped according 
to type of recyclable or waste material. 

 
A. All non-drug material that includes identifying information, such as 

prescription drug labels, shall be held in a secure manner for separate record 
destruction. 

 
B.  All non-drug material shall then be recycled according to its type of recyclable 

or waste material. 
 

C. All drug material shall be disposed of through a process of incineration by the 
designated CCSO law enforcement officer and as permitted by state and 
federal law. 

 
1. The drugs shall be incinerated using an incinerator that meets the 

specifications for an Other Solid Waste Incinerator (“OSWI”) as 
permitted under 40 CFR part 60.2887(p) and 60.2993(p) and 21 
C.F.R.§1317.35(d). 

2. The drugs shall be incinerated on a secure site under the direct 
observation of two CCSO law enforcement officers. 
 

D. The Certificate of Prescription Drug Destruction Form shall be fully completed 
at the conclusion of the drug destruction event. 
 

1. The completed Certificate of Prescription Drug Destruction Form will be 
placed in the CCSO Prescription Drug Destruction Form file in the 
Support Services shared folder. 

 
21. The CCSO Prescription Drug Take Back Program shall maintain proper recordkeeping to 

memorialize collection and destruction of prescription drugs occurring as part of CCSO 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program. 
1/20 

 
 



 

 

COOK COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK PROGRAM 
MAIL BACK SERVICE DAILY COLLECTION LOG 

 
Mail Back Envelope Label  

Tracking Number 
Date of Delivery from United States 

Post Office 
Postal Carrier 

Identification Number 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
Total Number of Mail-Back Envelopes Delivered:     _____________ 
 
This Daily Mail-Back Collection is reported on the Certificate of Prescription Drug Destruction Form dated (MM-DD-YYYY) ____-
____-_______. 
 
 
Daily Mail-Back Collection Log Completed by: 
 
_____________________________________  ___________________________ 
Print Name    Star Number 
_____________________________________ 
Date Log Completed  

Page ____ of _____ 
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THE COOK COUNTY SHERIFF’S PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK PROGRAM 

www.cookcountysheriff.org/rx/home 
 

According to the United States Drug Enforcement Agency (“DEA”), most abused prescription 
drugs come from family and friends.   The DEA has described unused or expired prescription 
medication as a “public safety” issue, leading to accidental poisoning, overdose and abuse.   

Pharmaceutical drugs can be just as dangerous as street drugs when taken without a 
prescription or a doctor’s supervision.  Most teenagers abusing prescription drugs get them 
from family and friends—and the home medicine cabinet.  Unused prescription drugs thrown 

into the trash can be retrieved and abused or illegally sold.  

Just as troubling, everyday prescription drugs are dumped down drains, toilets, and in garbage. Proper disposal of unused drugs 
saves lives and protects the environment. 

In 2012, the Cook County Sheriff’s Office began its collaboration with the DEA. Permanent collection boxes were installed at each of 
the circuit court houses as well as the County Building to permit county residents to properly anonymously dispose of their 
prescriptions at each location while ensuring proper control of these drugs.  

The Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program also began assisting suburban towns and villages as well as Chicago wards by 
sponsoring Pharmaceutical Take-Back events.  

On October 28, 2016, the Cook County Board of Commissioners authorized the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back 
Program to implement a comprehensive pharmaceutical drug collection and disposal program to assist residents throughout Cook 
County with free programming to properly disposing of unused and unexpired prescription drugs.  

The Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Collection Program includes a webpage (www.cookcountysheriff. org/rx/home), a mail back service 
for seniors and homebound disabled adults, and a toll-free hotline with information for accessing pharmaceutical drug collection 
sites is available for Cook County residents with pre-recorded messages in English, Spanish, Polish, Russian, Arabic, Chinese and 
Korean along with program information displayed on our webpage in the seven languages. To learn more from our toll-free hotline, 
please call 1-84-GOT USED RX? (1-844-688-7379).  

Today, the Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program partners with over 100 local jurisdictions throughout Cook County and with 
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, which assists with grant funding for collection and disposal of 
collected drugs and provides collection sites at its main water treatment sites.  Together, we are diverting more than one ton (2,000 
pounds) per month) of unwanted prescription drugs from landfills, waterways, and unauthorized use. 

Join thousands of Cook County resident by turning over your unwanted medicines to us. 

Medicines Accepted 
Medicines sold in any form 

• Prescription medications 
• Non-prescription (over-the-counter medications) 
• Controlled substances (such as OxyContin, Ritalin) 
• Pet medications 

 
 NOT Accepted for Return 

• Herbal Remedies                       Vitamins                  Supplements         Cosmetics 
• Personal Care Products            Aerosols                  Inhalers                  Medical Devices 
• Sharps                                          Illicit Drugs             Iodine-Containing Products 
• Medicines from Businesses     Pet Pesticide Products Compressed Cylinders  
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          COOK COUNTY SHERIFF’S PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK PROGRAM 

Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Program Evaluation 
Reporting Period of December 1, 2019 through November 30, 2020 

Purpose 

This report is intended to assess the effectiveness of the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take 
Back Program (the “Program”) in preventing pharmaceutical drugs from entering Illinois waterways, as 
required by Article 2F of the Intergovernmental Agreement (“IGA”) between the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (the “District”) and the Cook County Sheriff’s Office (the 
“Sheriff’s Office”). The referenced IGA became effective on January 1, 2019.  This report includes twelve 
months of activity December 1, 2019 through November 30, 2020. 

Overview  

Administration of the program over the past twelve-month period focused on maintaining and 
strengthening municipal partner sites with installed receptacles.  Throughout the twelve-month period, 
the Program complied with U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, Drug Diversion (“DEA”) and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) regulations governing prescription drug take back programs in 
addition to those established by state statute.  Collection from permanent collection sites was 
performed by Cook County Sheriff’s Office law enforcement officers in cooperation with municipal law 
enforcement agencies according to procedure established for handling drug evidence.  Destruction of 
collected pharmaceutical drugs occurred through one U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, Drug Diversion, 
Region V Take Back Event and at Covanta Recycling Facility/Hazardous Waste Program, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, credentialed by DEA and EPA, wherein two Sheriff’s Office law enforcement officers personally 
escorted and observed the destruction events.  Personal identification information found on collected 
prescription drug containers was destroyed by shredding and recycling of the plastic containers. 

Statistical Summary 

Total Number of Program Collection Sites:    45 

Total Number of Sheriff’s Office Receptacles Deployed:   42 

Total Number of Sheriff’s Office Collection Events:              569 
(see detailed Collection Event data below and in the attached chart)    
 
Total Number of Sheriff’s Office Destruction Events:                  7 
(see detailed Destruction Event data below and in the attached chart) 
 
Total Amount of Prescription Drugs Collected (in pounds):           6,604.50 

Total Amount of Prescription Drugs Destroyed (in pounds):           6,604.50 
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FY Confirmed 2020 MWRD-Funded Receptacle Sites and Program Activity 

 

 

 

Jurisdiction Area MOU Date
Date Box 
Delivered

Date Box 
Operational

Agreement
Type

FY 2020 
Annual 

Collection 
Total

FY 2020  
Annual 

Destruction 
Total

MWRD FUNDED SITES
ALSIP SOWST 4/4/2017 4/4/2017 4/4/2017 C- Sheriff's box 143.50 143.50

BEDFORD PARK SOWST 5/12/2017 4/4/2017 4/4/2017 C- Sheriff's box 72.50 72.50

BROOKFIELD WEST 12/8/2016 12/8/2016 12/8/2016 C- Sheriff's box 222.00 222.00

CALUMET CITY SOUTH 2/2/2017 2/2/2017 2/2/2017 C- Sheriff's box 71.50 71.50
CICERO WEST 3/14/2017 3/14/2017 3/14/2017 C- Sheriff's box 81.00 81.00

COUNTRYSIDE SOWST 5/31/2017 5/31/2017 6/1/2017 C-Sheriff's box 162.50 162.50
CRESTWOOD SOWST 8/3/2016 9/15/2016 11/1/2016 C- Sheriff's box 317.00 317.00

DES PLAINES NORW 2/8/2017 NA NA A- Village owns box 125.00 125.00

DOLTON SOUTH 5/4/2017 4/1/2017 4/1/2017 C- Sheriff's box 40.50 40.50
EAST HAZEL CREST SOUTH 2/20/2017 2/20/2017 2/20/2017 C- Sheriff's box 54.50 54.50

FLOSSMOOR SOUTH 1/26/2017 1/26/2017 1/26/2017 C- Sheriff's box 125.00 125.00
FORD HEIGHTS SOUTH 5/27/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 3.00 3.00

FOREST PARK WEST 8/11/2016 9/15/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 90.00 90.00

FRANKFORT SOUTH 5/27/2016 9/15/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 216.00 216.00
FRANKLIN PARK WEST 3/17/2017 3/17/2017 3/17/2017 C- Sheriff's box 262.50 262.50

GLENCOE NOR 4/5/2017 4/5/2017 4/5/2017 C- Sheriff's box 58.50 58.50
GLENWOOD SOUTH 2/21/2017 2/21/2017 2/21/2017 C- Sheriff's box 74.00 74.00

HARWOOD HEIGHTS NORW 4/5/2017 4/5/2017 4/5/2017 C- Sheriff's box 128.50 128.50
HAZEL CREST SOUTH 2/24/2017 2/24/2017 2/24/2017 C- Sheriff's box 117.00 117.00

HODGKINS WEST 1/20/2017 1/20/2017 1/20/2017 C- Sheriff's box 56.00 56.00
HOMETOWN SOWST 5/31/2017 5/31/2017 6/1/2017 C-Sheriff's box 67.50 67.50

MATTESON SOUTH 5/23/2016 9/1/2016 9/1/2016 C- Sheriff's box 186.00 186.00
MCCOOK WEST 5/10/2017 4/1/2017 4/1/2017 C- Sheriff's box 46.50 46.50

MELROSE PARK WEST 3/1/2017 3/1/2017 3/1/2017 C- Sheriff's box 90.00 90.00

NILES NOR 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 C- Sheriff's box 899.50 899.50
NORRIDGE NORW 5/31/2017 6/16/2017 6/16/2017 C-Sheriff's box 142.50 142.50

NORTHLAKE WEST 6/22/2016 NA NA A- Village owns box 104.00 104.00

OAK LAWN SOWST 5/5/2017 5/5/2017 5/5/2017 C- Sheriff's box 607.00 607.00

OLYMPIA FIELDS SOUTH 10/31/2016 10/31/2016 10/31/2016 C- Sheriff's box 19.00 19.00

PALOS HEIGHTS SOWST 1/20/2017 NA NA A- Village owns box 391.00 391.00

PALOS HILLS SOWST 1/24/2017 1/24/2017 1/24/2017 C- Sheriff's box 218.50 218.50
PARK FOREST SOUTH 5/23/2016 9/15/2016 10/1/2016 C- Sheriff's box 378.00 378.00

PHOENIX SOUTH 5/9/2017 5/9/2017 5/9/2017 C- Sheriff's box 17.50 17.50
RICHTON PARK SOUTH 12/12/2016 12/12/2016 12/12/2016 C- Sheriff's box 60.00 60.00
RIVER FOREST WEST 5/18/2016 8/15/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 109.00 109.00
RIVER GROVE WEST 1/23/2017 1/23/2017 1/23/2017 C- Sheriff's box 109.00 109.00

ROLLING MEADOWS NORW 2/28/2017 2/28/2017 2/28/2017 C-Sheriff's box 266.50 266.50
SCHILLER PARK WEST 2/17/2017 2/17/2017 2/17/2017 C- Sheriff's box 100.00 100.00

SOUTH CHICAGO HEIGHTS SOUTH 11/22/2016 11/22/2016 11/22/2016 C- Sheriff's box 60.00 60.00
STEGER SOUTH 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 C- Sheriff's box 81.50 81.50

STONE PARK WEST 5/15/2017 5/31/2017 5/31/2017 C-Sheriff's box 8.50 8.50
SUMMIT WEST 1/15/2017 1/15/2017 1/15/2017 C- Sheriff's box 74.50 74.50

THORNTON SOUTH 1/20/2017 1/20/2017 1/20/2017 C- Sheriff's box 13.50 13.50
UNIVERSITY PARK SOUTH 5/9/2017 4/20/2017 4/20/2017 C- Sheriff's box 3.00 3.00
WILLOW SPRINGS SOWST 5/22/2017 4/26/2017 4/26/2017 C- Sheriff's box 131.50 131.50

  MWRD SITES MONTHLY TOTAL 6,604.50 6,604.50
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FY 2020 MWRD-Funded Collection Sites Broken Down by Geographical Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jurisdiction Area MOU Date
Date Box 
Delivered

Date Box 
Operational

Agreement
Type

FY 2020 
Annual 

Collection 
Total

FY 2020  
Annual 

Destruction 
Total

MWRD FUNDED SITES
GLENCOE NOR 4/5/2017 4/5/2017 4/5/2017 C- Sheriff's box 58.50 58.50

NILES NOR 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 C- Sheriff's box 899.50 899.50

DES PLAINES NORW 2/8/2017 NA NA A- Village owns box 125.00 125.00
HARWOOD HEIGHTS NORW 4/5/2017 4/5/2017 4/5/2017 C- Sheriff's box 128.50 128.50

NORRIDGE NORW 5/31/2017 6/16/2017 6/16/2017 C-Sheriff's box 142.50 142.50
ROLLING MEADOWS NORW 2/28/2017 2/28/2017 2/28/2017 C-Sheriff's box 266.50 266.50

CALUMET CITY SOUTH 2/2/2017 2/2/2017 2/2/2017 C- Sheriff's box 71.50 71.50

DOLTON SOUTH 5/4/2017 4/1/2017 4/1/2017 C- Sheriff's box 40.50 40.50
EAST HAZEL CREST SOUTH 2/20/2017 2/20/2017 2/20/2017 C- Sheriff's box 54.50 54.50

FLOSSMOOR SOUTH 1/26/2017 1/26/2017 1/26/2017 C- Sheriff's box 125.00 125.00
FORD HEIGHTS SOUTH 5/27/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 3.00 3.00

FRANKFORT SOUTH 5/27/2016 9/15/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 216.00 216.00

GLENWOOD SOUTH 2/21/2017 2/21/2017 2/21/2017 C- Sheriff's box 74.00 74.00
HAZEL CREST SOUTH 2/24/2017 2/24/2017 2/24/2017 C- Sheriff's box 117.00 117.00

MATTESON SOUTH 5/23/2016 9/1/2016 9/1/2016 C- Sheriff's box 186.00 186.00
OLYMPIA FIELDS SOUTH 10/31/2016 10/31/2016 10/31/2016 C- Sheriff's box 19.00 19.00

PARK FOREST SOUTH 5/23/2016 9/15/2016 10/1/2016 C- Sheriff's box 378.00 378.00
PHOENIX SOUTH 5/9/2017 5/9/2017 5/9/2017 C- Sheriff's box 17.50 17.50

RICHTON PARK SOUTH 12/12/2016 12/12/2016 12/12/2016 C- Sheriff's box 60.00 60.00
SOUTH CHICAGO HEIGHTS SOUTH 11/22/2016 11/22/2016 11/22/2016 C- Sheriff's box 60.00 60.00

STEGER SOUTH 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 C- Sheriff's box 81.50 81.50
THORNTON SOUTH 1/20/2017 1/20/2017 1/20/2017 C- Sheriff's box 13.50 13.50

UNIVERSITY PARK SOUTH 5/9/2017 4/20/2017 4/20/2017 C- Sheriff's box 3.00 3.00
ALSIP SOWST 4/4/2017 4/4/2017 4/4/2017 C- Sheriff's box 143.50 143.50

BEDFORD PARK SOWST 5/12/2017 4/4/2017 4/4/2017 C- Sheriff's box 72.50 72.50
COUNTRYSIDE SOWST 5/31/2017 5/31/2017 6/1/2017 C-Sheriff's box 162.50 162.50

CRESTWOOD SOWST 8/3/2016 9/15/2016 11/1/2016 C- Sheriff's box 317.00 317.00

HOMETOWN SOWST 5/31/2017 5/31/2017 6/1/2017 C-Sheriff's box 67.50 67.50

OAK LAWN SOWST 5/5/2017 5/5/2017 5/5/2017 C- Sheriff's box 607.00 607.00

PALOS HEIGHTS SOWST 1/20/2017 NA NA A- Village owns box 391.00 391.00

PALOS HILLS SOWST 1/24/2017 1/24/2017 1/24/2017 C- Sheriff's box 218.50 218.50
WILLOW SPRINGS SOWST 5/22/2017 4/26/2017 4/26/2017 C- Sheriff's box 131.50 131.50

BROOKFIELD WEST 12/8/2016 12/8/2016 12/8/2016 C- Sheriff's box 222.00 222.00
CICERO WEST 3/14/2017 3/14/2017 3/14/2017 C- Sheriff's box 81.00 81.00

FOREST PARK WEST 8/11/2016 9/15/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 90.00 90.00
FRANKLIN PARK WEST 3/17/2017 3/17/2017 3/17/2017 C- Sheriff's box 262.50 262.50

HODGKINS WEST 1/20/2017 1/20/2017 1/20/2017 C- Sheriff's box 56.00 56.00
MCCOOK WEST 5/10/2017 4/1/2017 4/1/2017 C- Sheriff's box 46.50 46.50

MELROSE PARK WEST 3/1/2017 3/1/2017 3/1/2017 C- Sheriff's box 90.00 90.00
NORTHLAKE WEST 6/22/2016 NA NA A- Village owns box 104.00 104.00

RIVER FOREST WEST 5/18/2016 8/15/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 109.00 109.00
RIVER GROVE WEST 1/23/2017 1/23/2017 1/23/2017 C- Sheriff's box 109.00 109.00

SCHILLER PARK WEST 2/17/2017 2/17/2017 2/17/2017 C- Sheriff's box 100.00 100.00
STONE PARK WEST 5/15/2017 5/31/2017 5/31/2017 C-Sheriff's box 8.50 8.50

SUMMIT WEST 1/15/2017 1/15/2017 1/15/2017 C- Sheriff's box 74.50 74.50
  MWRD SITES MONTHLY TOTAL 6,604.50 6,604.50
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FY 2020 Top Ten Total Collections Sites (by Weight in Pounds) 

 

 

Comparison of Monthly Collection (MWRD-Funded) Totals 2017-2020 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Jurisdiction Area MOU Date
Date Box 
Delivered

Date Box 
Operational

Agreement
Type

FY 2020 
Annual 

Collection 
Total

FY 2020  
Annual 

Destruction 
Total

MWRD FUNDED SITES
NILES NOR 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 1/25/2017 C- Sheriff's box 899.50 899.50

OAK LAWN SOWST 5/5/2017 5/5/2017 5/5/2017 C- Sheriff's box 607.00 607.00

PALOS HEIGHTS SOWST 1/20/2017 NA NA A- Village owns box 391.00 391.00

PARK FOREST SOUTH 5/23/2016 9/15/2016 10/1/2016 C- Sheriff's box 378.00 378.00
CRESTWOOD SOWST 8/3/2016 9/15/2016 11/1/2016 C- Sheriff's box 317.00 317.00

ROLLING MEADOWS NORW 2/28/2017 2/28/2017 2/28/2017 C-Sheriff's box 266.50 266.50
FRANKLIN PARK WEST 3/17/2017 3/17/2017 3/17/2017 C- Sheriff's box 262.50 262.50

BROOKFIELD WEST 12/8/2016 12/8/2016 12/8/2016 C- Sheriff's box 222.00 222.00

PALOS HILLS SOWST 1/24/2017 1/24/2017 1/24/2017 C- Sheriff's box 218.50 218.50
FRANKFORT SOUTH 5/27/2016 9/15/2016 9/15/2016 C- Sheriff's box 216.00 216.00

Year Dec Jan Feb March April May June July August Sept Oct Nov Total

2017 59.5 97 85 245 922 432 466 1209 1178 1045 1216 821 7775.5

2018 511 515 520 575 709 828 726 601 672 624 512 605 7398

2019 521 460 485 546 663 801 523 746 720.75 528 579.5 579.5 7152.75

2020 497.5 612.5 612.5 673 218 320 412.5 448.5 974 691 502.5 642.5 6,604.50
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Re-Cap of Monthly Activity 

M
onth 

Staff Reim
bursem

ent 

Collection Receptacle 
Reim

bursem
ent 

Total Requested 
Reim

bursem
ent 

N
um

ber of 
M

em
orandum

s 

N
um

ber of 
Containers 

N
um

ber of 
Collections 

Collected W
eight 

Destroyed W
eight 

Dec-19 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 54 497.5 497.5 

Jan-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 48 612.5 612.5 

Feb-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 48 612.5 612.5 

Mar-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 47 673 673 

Apr-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 45 218 218 

May-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 46 320 320 

Jun-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 46 412.5 412.5 

Jul-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 48 448.5 448.5 

Aug-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 48 974 974 

Sept-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 46 691 691 

Oct-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 46 502.5 502.5 

Nov-20 $6,367.21 0 $6,367.21 45 45 47 642.5 642.5 

Annual Total $76,046.52 0 $76,046.52 45 45 569 6,604.5 6,604.5 

 
Conclusion 

The reported program year provided sustained results in collection of prescription drugs and diverting 
them away from Illinois waterways with full compliance with federal and state drug enforcement and 
environmental protection laws.  The Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Program estimates that at a ratio of 
1165 pills per pound, the program destroyed more than 7,694,242.5 pills in Fiscal Year 2020 and more 
than 32,987,557 over the past four years.  The reported year was more challenging due to complications 
raised by the COVID-19 Pandemic and access to jurisdictional facilities during the spring months of the 
year. 

With a collection system established throughout suburban Cook County, the program will continue to 
focus on raising awareness about the program and the need for community residents to participate in it.  
In general, villages that excelled in collection appear to be those that readily promote prescription drug 
take back efforts through notification in their community newsletters, on their webpages, and 
sponsorship of community drug-take back events. Those that had exceptional results partnered with 
other organizations in their communities serving senior citizens.  In the coming year, the Sheriff’s 
Prescription Drug Take Back Program will work with all the participating jurisdictions to build bridges to 
their local senior organizations and promote take back programming. 



 

 

                And Thanks to the Collection Sites throughout Cook County 
 

ALSIP POLICE DEPARTMENT DOLTON POLICE DEPARTMENT NORRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
ARMITAGE PHARMACY, INC. EAST HAZEL CREST POLICE DEPARTMENT NORTHLAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BEDFORD PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT FLOSSMOOR POLICE DEPARTMENT NORTHWESTERN MEMORIAL HOSP 
BLUE ISLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT FORD HEIGHTS VILLAGE HALL OAK LAWN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BRIDGEVIEW COURT HOUSE-DISTRICT 5 FOREST PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT OLYMPIA FIELDS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BROOKFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT FORUM EXTENDED CARE SERV., INC. PALOS HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BROADVIEW POLICE DEPARTMENT FRANKFORT POLICE DEPARTMENT PALOS HILLS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BUFFALO GROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT FRANKLIN PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT PALOS PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BURBANK POLICE DEPARTMENT GLENCOE POLICE DEPARTMENT PARK FOREST POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BURNHAM POLICE DEPARTMENT GLENWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT PARK RIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

CALUMET CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT HARWOOD HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT PHOENIX POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CAPT. JAMES A. LOVELL FEDERAL HEALTH 

CARE CENTER 
HAZEL CREST POLICE DEPARTMENT PRESENCE RHC SENIOR SERVICES 

CICERO POLICE DEPARTMENT HICKORY HILLS POLICE DEPARTMENT RICHTON PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO  2ND DISTRICT HINSDALE POLICE DEPARTMENT RIVER FOREST FIRE DEPARTMENT 

CITY OF CHGO 10 DISTRICT HODGKINS POLICE DEPARTMENT RIVER GROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 11TH DISTRICT HOMETOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT RIVERDALE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 12TH DISTRICT HOMEWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT RIVERSIDE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 14TH DISTRICT JUSTICE POLICE DEPARTMENT ROBBINS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 15TH DISTRICT KEEP OAK PARK BEAUTIFUL ROLLING MEADOWS COURT HOUSE DISTRICT 3 

CITY OF CHGO 16TH DISTRICT KENILWORTH POLICE DEPARTMENT ROLLING MEADOWS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 17TH DISTRICT LA GRANGE POLICE DEPARTMENT SCHILLER PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 18TH DISTRICT LAWNDALE CHRISTIAN HLTH CTR PHARMACY SHERIFF PDTBP HQ 
CITY OF CHGO 19TH DISTRICT LEYDEN TOWNSHIP SKOKIE COURT HOUSE DISTRICT 2 
CITY OF CHGO 1ST DISTRICT LINCOLNWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT SKOKIE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

CITY OF CHGO 20TH DISTRICT LYNWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT SOLID WASTE AGENCY OF NORTHERN COOK 
COUNTY 

CITY OF CHGO 22ND DISTRICT MARKHAM COURT HOUSE DISTRICT 6 SOUTH CHICAGO HEIGHTS POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

CITY OF CHGO 24TH DISTRICT MARKHAM POLICE DEPARTMENT SOUTH HOLLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 25TH DISTRICT MATTESON POLICE DEPARTMENT STEGER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 3RD DISTRICT MAYWOOD COURT HOUSE DISTRICT 4 STONE PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 4TH DISTRICT MAYWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT SUMMIT POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 5TH DISTRICT MCCOOK POLICE DEPARTMENT SYMBRIA RX SERVICES LLC 
CITY OF CHGO 6TH DISTRICT MEDCOUNSEL PHARMACY CORP THORNTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 7TH DISTRICT MELROSE PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT TINLEY PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF CHGO 8TH DISTRICT MIDLOTHIAN POLICE DEPARTMENT U OF CHICAGO DCAM OUTPATIENT PHARMACY 
CITY OF CHGO 9TH DISTRICT MOUNT PROSPECT POLICE DEPARTMENT UNIVERSITY PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT 

CITY OF CHGO DET. UNIT MWRD CALUMET WATER RECLAMATION 
PLANT 

WALGREEN CO. 

COOK COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER MWRD MAIN OFFICE BUILDING WELL FUTURE PHARMACY LLC 
COUNTRYSIDE POLICE DEPARTMENT MWRD O'BRIEN WATER RECLAMATION PLANT WESTCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CRESTWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT MWRD STICKNEY WATER RECLAMATION 

PLANT 
WILLOW SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

CRETE POLICE DEPARTMENT NILES POLICE DEPARTMENT WOODRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
DES PLAINES POLICE DEPARTMENT   

 
 



 

 

 
 

                Reports Provided Pursuant to the 
               Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance (16-1983) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Cook County Pharmaceutical Disposal Advisory Committee 
Annual Report 

January 1 — December 31, 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program 
Annual Report on Pharmaceutical Collection Plan Activities 

January 1 – December 31, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Program Evaluation 
of the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program 

under an Intergovernmental Agreement between 
the Cook County Sheriff’s Office 

and 
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago 

Reporting Period of December 1, 2019 through November 30, 2020 
 
 
 
 

Since 2017, the Cook County Prescription Drug Take-Back Program
has properly disposed of more than 111,100,000 individual pills.


