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Sponsored by: DONNA MILLER, TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), FRANK J. AGUILAR, 

ALMA E. ANAYA, LUIS ARROYO JR, SCOTT R. BRITTON, JOHN P. DALEY, DENNIS DEER, 

BRIDGET DEGNEN, BRIDGET GAINER, BRANDON JOHNSON, BILL LOWRY, STANLEY 

MOORE, KEVIN B. MORRISON, SEAN M. MORRISON, PETER N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH 

SIMS and LARRY SUFFREDIN, Cook County Board of Commissioners

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

REMEMBERING AND HONORING THE LIFE OF DEACON WILLIAM “BILL” HARRIS

WHEREAS, Almighty God in His infinite wisdom called from our midst Deacon William “Bill” Harris on 

Wednesday, September 25, 2021 at the age of 85; and

WHEREAS, Bill Harris was the second child born to the union of Mack and Ella Mae Harris on June 18, 

1936 in Lowndes County Alabama, and his family later relocated to Lynch, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Bill graduated from Dunbar Vocational Career Academy where he acquired training, which 

prepared him for his lifelong career at the Dial Corporation; and 

WHEREAS, Bill and Michelle Harris were married on March 14, 1987. Bill was baptized at the 

Cosmopolitan Church of Prayer where he served as Chairman of the Deacon Board under Pastor Charles 

G. Hayes; and

WHEREAS, Bill continued to serve under the leadership of Pastor Derail Smith until he was no longer 

able to physically participate; and

WHEREAS Bill prided himself on family and adored his children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, 

nieces, and nephews, and he maintained an open-door policy to family and friends; and

WHEREAS, Bill was always willing to listen and provide quiet wisdom, all done with his infectious smile; 

and 

WHEREAS, Bill was loving, genuine, straightforward, and took a no-nonsense approach, all done with a 

twinkle in his eyes; but you KNEW he meant business; and

WHEREAS, Bill was preceded in death by his parents, and was also preceded in death by his brother 

Squire Lee; and 

WHEREAS, Bill was loved by all who knew him and leaves precious memories to cherish with his loving 
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wife, Michelle and children; Carmen, William, Diana (Jeremy) and his special baby girl, Ariell; Loving 

sister-in-laws, Eddie-Mae Harris, Edwina Renee Williams, Evethel "Pockey'', (Bill) Moxley; Loving 

brother-in laws, Dorrell Long (Karen), Jerome Long

(Kanisha), Dwayne Long (Lauren) and a lifelong family member Hendrix (Jap), loving grandchildren, 

Justin, Jarrett, Alex, Andrew, Damani and Janessa Harris;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the President and Members of the Cook County Board 

of Commissioners do hereby offer its deepest condolences and heartfelt sympathy to the family and loved 

ones of Deacon William “Bill” Harris; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, this text be spread upon the official proceedings of this 

Honorable Body and a suitable copy be presented to the family of Deacon William “Bill” Harris so that his 

memory may be so honored and ever cherished. 
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