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Honorable Timothy C..Evaas Chief Judge
Circuit Court of Cook County

2600 Richard J. Daley Center
Chicago, Tllinois 60602

Dear Chief ]udge Evans

In out effoxt to contmuously Idenufy tevenue—savmg initiatives, the Ofﬁce of the Clerk of thc :
Citcuit Court (“Clerk’s Ofﬁce”) is requesting entry of an administrative order ] pnonuzmg payment
of court fines and costs priot to disbursement of bail bond rcfunds to attorneys ‘

In 2 majority of instances mvolvmg cash bond refund requests to attorneys the Clerk’s Ofﬁce is -
ordered to-refund the posted bail without deducting the court otdered and/or statutorily mandated
fines, fees and costs.. In fiscal year 2015 alone,. the Clerk’s Office was ordered to disburse to .
attorneys a total of $26,802,308. 14 That figure is in sharp contrast to $600,000.00 deducted for
coutt fines, fees and costs. The amount of money collected fot court fines, fees and costs would be .
significantly higher if the court allows the payment of ﬁnes, fees and costs pnot to chsbursement of
bail bond refunds to attorneys. , e e

The depos1t bail bond statute provxdes the followmg '

Aftera )udgment for a fine and coutt costs or either is entered in the prosecuuon of a cause
in which a deposit had been made in accordance with paragraph (a) #he balance of such dgbo.fzt
after deduction of bail bond costs shall be applied to the pg'merzt of the judgment. :

725 ILCS 5/110-7(h). (mphasi added). See also_Pec

965, 100 IIL. De: 2d 321 (1 Dist. 1989); and Peoplev N1cholls 4smf
App. 3 312, (5% Dist. 1977). .

The statute instructs that court fines and costs should first be deducted f:om the'bajl bond teﬁmd, )
ptiot to disbursing the remainder of the refund amount, if any. '
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725 ILCS 5/110-7(f) further clarifies that:

At the request of the defendant the court may order such 90% of defendant’s bail deposit, or whatever
amount is repayable to the defendant to be paid to defendant’s attorney of record. (Emphasis added.)

As a result, the bail bond refund to the attorney should be paid from “whatever amount is repayable
to the defendant.” Because the court fines and fees ate not patt of the amount that remains payable
to the defendant, the bail bond refund to attorneys should not include these amounts.

In light of the statutory provision to support a categorical disbutsement priority that places bail
bond costs, fines, fees and court costs ahead of othet items, and the fact that bail refund to attorney
is based upon whether or not bail (after bail bond costs, fines, fees and court costs are deducted) is
payable to defendant, we respectfully request entry of a General Administrative Order for the
purpose of administtative clarity, consistent with ILCS 5/110-7(h) and ILCS 5/110-7(f).

I have enclosed for your reference, a draft General Administrative Order that specifically
addresses priorities for the refund of bail bonds. In addition, I have enclosed a draft
Petition and Order Pursuant to 725 ILCS 5/110-7 Requesting Refund of Bail to Attorney of
Record that orders bail posted to be refunded less all fines, costs, statutory fees, and other
putposes as authorized by the Court.

If you have any questions concernihg this request, you may contact me at (312) 603-5071, or have
yout staff contact Michael Moote, Executive Cletk for Court Operations, at (312) 603-5400.

DB:g
Enclosures

cc Wasiu Fashina, Chief of Staff
Michael Moore, Executive Clerk for Coutt Operations and Administration
Richard Abrams, Chief Financial Officer and Comptroller
Kelly Smeltzet, General Counsel



GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO.____ - CRIMINAL BOND A '
REFUND S

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY II.LINOIS

GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO.

SUBJECT: CRIMINAL BOND REFUND ,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

The priority for the refund of bail bonds in the Circuit Court of Cook County.
shall be established as follows: All cash bond refunds to attorneys will be
made after the court ordered fines, fees and costs have been deducted from:
the bail bond deposited with the Clerk of the Circuit. Court.

Pursuant to 725 ICS 5/110-7(f)

Bail bond deposited by or on behalf of a defendant may be used:, in ,the_‘ o
court's discretion, to satisfy financial obligations of that same defendant due .
to a fine, court costs, restltutlon or fees of the defendant's attorney of
record.

At the request of the defendant the court may order such 90% of - B
defendant's bail deposit, or whatever amount is repayable to defendant from
such. dep05|t to-be paid to defendant's attorney of record o -

Dated this ____ day of , 2017, effectlve March 1, 2017 This order.
shall be spread upon the records of this court and published.

Enter:

Timothy C. Evans

Chief Judge

Circuit Court of Cook County



Petition/CBR to Attorney (Rev. 02/ 08/ 17) cce NO22A[
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS - R

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF. ILLINOIS o Case No.. -
o _ Bond No. :
Village, City, Town: & Amt of Bond § EIEL
| Amt of Depbsif:is'-
- 4 | Branch R
Defendant/Petmonct sgch ot

DEFENDANT ’S. PETITION PURSUANT TO 725 ILCS 5 / 110-7
REQUESTING REFUND OF BAIL TO ATTORNEY OF RECORD

Pcuttoner, P A e, the Dcfendant in the: abovefcapuoned case _res;pectfully says:

{. Thats/he has performed all the conditions of his/her bond. ; - '

2. That s/he has agreed that the Cleck of the Court pay the refund in the : amount of har'.l deposit xe_mzmmg after the ordesred deducnons,
to his/hes attorney of record in payment for legal sevices rendered. : _

. That s/he waives all claims, title and interest in the said bail deposit. :

4. ‘Thatif the bond was posted by a provider other than the De feadant, the pr:ovtd et has ssgned the bond slip acknowledgmg that any

refund due can be used to pay for Defmdant s attomcy s fecs, and all other fees and costs 2 ordered by Court
ORDER
This cause coming on to be heard on the pctttlon of the Defendant, the Defeadant bemg present in opm court, and the Cow:t after
- consideting the petition, inteest of any parties in said bail deposit, and being fully advised in the premises;
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that any attorney requcstmg a bond refund must file 8 W 9 forrn wnh the Cletk of the Court before any
monies are dispetsed.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the bail he:etofore posted in this cause be refunded less alI ﬁ.nes, costs, staruto:y fees and other
purposes as authotized by the court pursuant to 725 ILCS 5 / 110-7. :

The check is to be made paysble to:

. Print Name

The mailing address of the check is:*
o " Prnt Address

*  Attorney is requested té attach a copy of the bond sxgned by the Defendant and pnovidc: (if different from Defendant} to this petition. .

® Atty. No. @ Pta Sc 99500

| Judge - | Judge%_’s,No..
Tclephof}c: ]
Primary Esmail: :
Secondary Email
Tertiary Email: §



