Board of Commissioners of Cook County
Finance Committee

PuBLIC HEARING AND COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 10:00 AM Cook County Building, Board Room
118 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois

NOTICE AND AGENDA

There will be a meeting of the Committee or Subcommittee of the Board of Commissioners of Cook County at the
date, time and location listed above to consider the following:

PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Authorization as a public speaker shall only be granted to those individuals who have submitted in writing, their
name, address, subject matter, and organization (if any) to the Secretary 24 hours in advance of the meeting. Duly
authorized public speakers shall be called upon to deliver testimony at a time specified in the meeting agenda.
Authorized public speakers who are not present during the specified time for public testimony will forfeit their
allotted time to speak at the meeting. Public testimony must be germane to a specific item(s) on the meeting agenda,
and the testimony must not exceed three minutes; the Secretary will keep track of the time and advise when the time
for public testimony has expired. Persons authorized to provide public testimony shall not use vulgar, abusive, or
otherwise inappropriate language when addressing the Board; failure to act appropriately; failure to speak to an
item that is germane to the meeting, or failure to adhere to the time requirements may result in expulsion from the
meeting and/or disqualify the person from providing future testimony.

17-4704
Sponsored by: SEAN M. MORRISON, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, RICHARD R. BOYKIN, JEFFREY R.
TOBOLSKI and JOHN A. FRITCHEY, Cook County Board of Commissioners
PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT
PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO REPEAL THE SWEETENED BEVERAGE TAX
WHEREAS, the Sweetened Beverage Tax Ordinance was approved and adopted on November 10, 2016; and
WHEREAS, it has becoming increasingly clear that this is a regressive tax which will cause immediate and
irrevocable hardship to businesses in Cook County and put those businesses in competitive disadvantage to

businesses nearby; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Census Bureau has reported that from July of 2015 to June of 2016 Cook County has lost
more population than any other county in the entire United States; and

WHEREAS, it has been widely reported that one of the main reasons businesses and residents are moving out of
Cook County is excessive tax regulations; and



WHEREAS, a lawsuit has been filed questioning the constitutionality of this ordinance and Cook County may
again be forced to spend huge sums to defend a potentially unconstitutional ordinance; and

WHEREAS, Crain’s has reported that a recent poll conducted by a credible organization shows that 87 percent of
Cook County residents are not in favor of the sweetened beverage tax; and

WHEREAS, although this regressive tax has only been in effect a short time, it appears that many consumers are
crossing county borders to purchase items being taxed and are also buying others items leading to an ultimate loss
of tax dollars to our neighboring counties and states; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens and businesses of Cook County that this regressive tax ordinance
be repealed;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Cook County Board of Commissioner that Chapter 74
Taxation, Article XXII Sweetened Beverage Tax, Sections 74-850 through 74-859 of the Cook County Code is
hereby amended as follows:
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Effective date: This ordinance shall be in effect immediately

SR 8. Dl

Matthew B. DeLeon, Secretary

Chairman: Daley
Vice-Chairman: Sims
Members: Committee of the Whole
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