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Administrative Update 
• The Health Information Management Systems Society (HIMSS) created the Electronic Medical 

Record (EMR) Adoption Model to advance the delivery of patient care via information technology. 
The criteria is based on an 8 step scale (Level 0 to 7).  On February 26, 2015, the leadership and 
clinical staff in collaboration with IT was interviewed by HIMSS and based on the 
electronic  physician/nursing documentation, clinical decision support rules, computerized 
physician order entry (CPOE),  Closed Loop Medication Administration and Radiology PACS Cook 
County Health & Hospitals System achieved Stage 6. Twenty-one systems in Illinois, representing 
just 46 hospitals, have achieved Stage 6 at this time. In HIMSS words, “reaching Stage 6 is a result of 
focus, good direction and a steadfast commitment from leadership. Stage 6 institutions have 
established clear goals for improving safety, minimizing errors, and prioritizing IT implementations.”  

• The Justice Health Initiative has been recognized by the Hospital Charitable Services Awards, a 
national program sponsored by Jackson Healthcare recognizing hospitals whose commitment to 
their community goes beyond "community benefit" and "free care" and has led to innovative 
efforts to improve community health and increase access to healthcare education and services.  
The Justice Health Initiative enrolls detainees at Cook County Jail in Medicaid. Just this week, we 
surpassed 10,000 approvals for Medicaid enrollment.  



Legislative Update 
State 

• On Wednesday, February 18, 2015 Governor Bruce Rauner made his FY2016 Budget Address to the 
Illinois General Assembly.  Contained in his proposal are approximately $1.4B in cuts impacting the 
state’s Department of Health and Family Services (HFS) including cuts in rates and services as well 
as eligibility reductions and savings assumed as a result of enhanced program integrity around 
redetermination.  The proposal also contains an increase in resources for the Inspector General to 
combat fraud and $12.5M in operational savings to HFS.  Additional proposed reductions impact 
the Department of Public Health, the Department of Children and Family Services, alcohol and 
substance abuse programs, disability programs, and family and community service programs.  

Federal 

• On Wednesday, February 24, 2015 Dr. Shannon presented at a Capitol Hill Briefing on Medicaid and 
the County Role in Local Health Systems.  Discussion focused on the various healthcare services 
Counties provide and the importance of Medicaid funding to those respective Systems. Earlier in 
the day Dr. Shannon was part of a National Association of Counties Organization (NACo) delegation 
that met with Senator Durbin to discuss issues of concern to Illinois Counties including the 
preservation of Medicaid funding.  

• CCHHS is closely monitoring discussions in Springfield and Washington, D.C. around key revenue 
sources such as Medicaid, Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) payments and the Benefits 
Improvement and Protection Act (BIPA) payments.  Any reductions to these reimbursement 
mechanisms would negatively impact CCHHS moving forward; significant reductions in these 
revenue sources would require alternative funding sources to sustain current level of healthcare 
services provided by CCHHS. 










