
 

Board of Commissioners of Cook County 

Minutes of the Legislation and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 10:45 AM 

 

 

Issued on:11/13/2025 

 

 
ATTENDANCE 

Cook County Building, Board Room, 

118 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 

 

Present: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, McCaskill, Miller, Moore, Morita, 

S. Morrison, Trevor and Vásquez (13) 

(Exc) Absent: Gainer, K. Morrison, Scott and Stamps (4) 

 

Chairman Britton asked the Secretary to the Board to call upon the registered public speakers, in 

accordance with Cook County Code. 

 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY 

 

 

1. Jessica Jackson - Concerned Citizen 

 

 

2. George Blakemore - Concerned Citizen 

 

 

3. Ward Miller - Preservation Chicago 

 

 

4. Georgia Parchem - The Nineteenth Century Charitable Association 

 

 

5. Kendra Parzen - Landmarks Illinois 

 

 

6. Rayskee Roundtree - Concerned Citizen 

 

 

7. Alena Kriley - Concerned Citizen 

 

 

8) Olesya Gerasymenko - Concerned Citizen 
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25-4431 

 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 10/22/2025 

 

A motion was made by Vice Chairwoman Degnen, seconded by Commissioner Daley, to 

approve 25-4431. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, McCaskill, Miller, Moore, Morita, 

S. Morrison, Trevor and Vásquez (13) 

Absent: Gainer, K. Morrison, Scott and Stamps (4) 

 

25-4178 

Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE (President) and BILL LOWRY, Cook County Board Of 

Commissioners 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

EXTENSION OF CLASSIFICATION INCENTIVES 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Cook County Board of Commissioners, that Chapter 74 Taxation, Article II 

Real Property Taxation, Section 74-68 of the Cook County Code is hereby amended as Follows: 

 

Sec. 74-68. Classification system to apply with tax assessment year. 

 

(a) The incentive provisions of this Division provided to qualifying parcels of real estate for Class 6b, 

Class C, Class 7a, Class 7b and Class 8 shall expire on December 31, 2027, unless otherwise reviewed by 

action of the County. Real estate granted a Class 6, Class 6a, Class 6b, Class 7 or Class 8 classification 

on or before December 31, 2025, shall retain such classification under the terms and conditions of this Division 

prior to January 1, 2026. Real estate for which an application for Class 6a, Class 6b, Class 7 or Class 8 

classification is filed with the Assessor on or before December 31, 2025, and which thereafter is determined 

by the Assessor to be eligible for the classification under the terms and conditions of this Division after 

December 31, 2025, shall be entitled to receive such classification under such terms and conditions. 

 

(ab) The incentive provisions of this Division provided to qualifying parcels of real estate for Class 

6b, Class C, Class 7a, Class 7b and Class 8 shall expire on December 31, 2025, unless otherwise reviewed 

by action of the County. Real estate granted a Class 6, Class 6a, Class 6b, Class 7 or Class 8 

classification on or before April 15, 2017, shall retain such classification under the terms and conditions of 

this Division prior to April 16, 2017. Real estate for which an application for Class 6a, Class 6b, Class 7 or 

Class 8 classification is filed with the Assessor on or before April 15, 2017, and which thereafter is determined 

by the Assessor to be eligible for the classification under the terms and conditions of this Division after April 

https://cook-county.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx%3Fkey%3D79329
https://cook-county.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx%3Fkey%3D79090
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16, 2017, shall be entitled to receive such classification under such terms and conditions. 

 

(bc) Real estate granted a Class 6b, Class 6c, Class 7a, Class 7b or Class 8 classification on or 

before December 31, 1999, shall retain such classification under the terms and conditions of this Division prior 

to January 1, 2000. Real estate for which an application for Class 6b, Class 6c, Class 7a, Class 7b or Class 

8 classification is filed with the Assessor on or before December 31, 1999, and which thereafter is determined 

by the Assessor to be eligible for classification under the terms and conditions of this Division existing prior 

to January 1, 2000, shall be entitled to receive such classification under such terms and conditions. 

 

(cd)Real Estate granted a Class 6b, Class 7a, Class 7b or Class 8 classification on or before 

December 31, 2004, shall retain such classification under the terms and conditions of the Ordinance prior 

to January 1, 2005. Real estate for which an application for Class 6b, Class 7a, Class 7b or Class 8 classification 

is filed with the Assessor on or before December 31, 2004, and which thereafter is determined by the 

Assessor to be eligible for classification under the terms and conditions of this Ordinance existing prior 

to January 1, 2005, shall be entitled to receive such classification under such terms and conditions. 

 

Effective date: This ordinance shall be in effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

A motion was made by Vice Chairwoman Degnen, seconded by Commissioner Lowry, to 

recommend for approval 25-4178. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, McCaskill, Miller, Moore, Morita, 

S. Morrison, Trevor and Vásquez (13) 

Absent: Gainer, K. Morrison, Scott and Stamps (4) 

 

25-4220 

Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE (President) and MAGGIE TREVOR, Cook County Board Of 

Commissioners 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

CLASS L INCENTIVE RENEWAL 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Cook County Board of Commissioners, that Chapter 74 Taxation, Article II 

Real Property Taxation, Section 74-63 (17) of the Cook County Code is hereby amended as Follows: 

 

Sec. 74-63. Assessment classes. 

 

**** 

 

(17) Class L. Real estate which is to be used for commercial or industrial purposes and which is designated 

as Class 3, Class 4, Class 5a or Class 5b pursuant to this Division; is a landmark or contributing building; and has 

undergone substantial rehabilitation. The substantial rehabilitation must constitute an investment by the owner 

of at least 50 percent of the building's full market value as determined by the Assessor in the assessment year 

https://cook-county.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx%3Fkey%3D79132
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prior to the commencement of the substantial rehabilitation. 

 

a. Generally, the incentive shall apply only to the building and will not apply to the land underneath 

the building. However, if the entire building has been vacant and unused for at least 24 continuous months 

prior to the filing of the eligibility application with the Assessor, the land upon which the building is situated shall 

also be eligible for the incentive. 

 

b. Prior to filing a Class L eligibility application with the Assessor, an applicant must obtain an 

Ordinance or Resolution from the unit of local government in which the real estate is located, which 

expressly states that the local government: 

 

1. Has determined that the incentive provided by Class L is necessary for the substantial 

rehabilitation of the property; 

 

2. Supports and consents to the granting of the incentive; and 

 

3. Has reviewed and accepted its preservation commission's written recommendation of 

the project for the Class L incentive. This recommendation will specify the project's 

budget and proposed scope of work and will specify that the project will meets or 

exceeds the Standards of the United States Department of the Interior for 

Rehabilitation, Preservation, Restoration, and Reconstruction of historic properties. 

 

4. In addition, the Ordinance or Resolution shall: 

 

i. Describe the redevelopment objective of the municipality; 

 

ii. State the applicant's intended use of the property; and 

 

iii. State that an Economic Disclosure Statement, as defined in this Division, was 

received and filed by the municipality or County Board, as the case may be.  

 

c. A certified copy of the Ordinance or Resolution need not be filed with the Assessor at the 

time the Class L eligibility application is filed but the Ordinance or Resolution must be filed with the Assessor 

no later than the date an assessment appeal is filed to request the class change to Class L.  

 

d. If the Ordinance or Resolution is not filed at the time of the eligibility application is filed, the applicant 

shall instead, include the following items with the eligibility application: 

 

1. A letter from the municipality or the County, as the case may be, confirming that a 

Resolution or Ordinance supporting the incentive has been requested; and 

 

2. A copy of the preservation commission's recommendation of the project. 

 

e. A copy of the Resolution or letter confirming that a Resolution has been requested, whichever is 
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filed with the application, will be forwarded by the Assessor's Office to the Secretary of the Board for 

distribution to the members of the County Board from the affected districts.  

 

f. Additionally, to qualify a landmark building or contributing building for Class L classification, an 

eligibility application must be made to the Assessor within one year prior to the commencement of substantial  

rehabilitation.  After  the  substantial  rehabilitation  has  been  completed,  the  preservation 

commission shall review the project to determine that it is eligible under Subsection (14) of this Section. The 

applicant must supplement the eligibility application with a copy of the determination of the preservation 

commission prior to classification of the real estate as Class L. 

 

g. The initial Class L classification shall continue for a period of 12 years from the date such 

substantial rehabilitation was completed and initially assessed. 

 

h. For properties classified as Class 3, 4, 5a and 5b, this incentive may be renewed as follows: 

 

1. For property which was initially classified as Class 3, 4 or 5b, this incentive may be 

renewed during the last year a property is entitled to a 16-10-percent assessment 

level, if the following requirements are met: 

 

1. i.  The taxpayer notifies the Assessor's Office of the taxpayer's intent to request 

renewal of the incentive from the municipality, or the County Board if the real estate 

is located in an unincorporated area; 

 

2. ii. The municipality in which the real estate is located or the County Board, if the 

real estate is located in an unincorporated area, adopts a resolution expressly 

stating that the municipality or County Board, as the case may be, has determined 

that the industrial use of the property is necessary and beneficial to the local economy, 

and supports and consents to renewal of the Class L; and 

 

3. iii. A copy of that Resolution and a completed renewal application are filed with the 

Office of the Assessor before the expiration of the incentive period. The number 

of renewal periods is not limited as long as the property continues to apply and 

qualify for Class L. The notice of intent to request renewal which is filed with the 

Assessor's Office will be forwarded by the Assessor's Office to the Secretary of 

the County Board for distribution to members of the County Board from the affected 

districts. 

 

2. Effective November 20, 2025, for property, which was initially classified as Class 5a, 

this incentive may be renewed during the last year a property is entitled to a10 

-percent assessment level, if the following requirements are met: 

 

i.  The taxpayer notifies the Assessor's Office of the taxpayer's intent to request 

renewal of the incentive from the municipality, or the County Board if the real estate 

is located in an unincorporated area; 
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ii.  The municipality in which the real estate is located or the County Board, if the 

real estate is located in an unincorporated area, adopts a resolution expressly 

stating that the municipality or County Board, as the case may be, has determined 

that the commercial use of the property is necessary and beneficial to the local 

economy, that without such designation the property would not be economically 

viable causing the property to be in imminent risk of becoming vacant and unused, 

and supports and consents to renewal of the Class L; and 

 

iii. A copy of that Resolution, completed renewal application and documentation from 

the taxpayer and/or commercial enterprise occupying said property supporting a 

determination that receipt of the Class L incentive is necessary for the commercial 

enterprise to continue operations at its current location and maintain its staff, and 

that without such designation the commercial enterprise would not be economically 

viable causing the property to be in imminent risk of becoming vacant and unused are filed 

with the Office of the Assessor before the expiration of the incentive period. The number 

of renewal periods is not limited as long as the property continues to apply and 

qualify for Class L. The notice of intent to request renewal which is filed with the 

Assessor's Office will be forwarded by the Assessor's Office to the Secretary of the 

County Board for distribution to members of the County Board from the affected districts. 

 

i. If, as of November 23, 1999, a property is receiving Class L treatment, but the assessment level 

is higher than 16 percent, that taxpayer may apply for renewal as outlined above and receive a 16 

-percent assessment level for the prescribed period beginning after the filing and approval of the 

Resolution and renewal application. However, if as of the effective date, the taxpayer's assessment is 

higher than 16 percent and the taxpayer is granted a renewal of the incentive for subsequent years, no reduction 

of the current assessment level based on renewal of the incentive will be granted. If no renewal is obtained, 

the incentive shall be phased out over the next two years, pursuant to Section 74-64. After expiration of the 

last incentive period, the real estate shall revert to the applicable classification under this Division. 

 

j. For commercial properties receiving the Class L incentive, once the original 12-year incentive 

period has expired, the commercial Class L incentive will expire; however, . Tthe incentive classification will 

be subject to renewal subject to subsection (h). 

 

k. The Assessor shall adopt rules consistent with the foregoing necessary to ensure proper 

review of all factors relevant to determine initial and continued eligibility for the benefits provided under Class 

L. 

 

l. The Assessor shall provide by rule for the filing of triennial reassessment reports by all Class 

L recipients as to the continued landmark status of the property and the number of persons employed at 

the Class L site. Failure to file such reports within the time established by the Assessor's rules may result 

in loss of the incentive for the period relating to the non-filing. 

 

m. The Assessor shall provide the Chairman of the Business and Economic Development Committee 



Committee Minutes November 19, 2025 Legislation and Intergovernmental 

Relations Committee 

Page 7 of 11 

 

 

of the Cook County Board, annually on or before December 1, a report of each Class L that was designated 

in the prior year. Such report shall consist of the address of the Class L designated 

property, the date such designation was granted, the amount of property taxes that were not assessed 

each year during which the Class L incentive was in effect for such property, and if provided by the applicant, 

the aggregate amount of the investment in the project and the number of jobs generated in connection with 

such project. 

 

**** 

 

Effective date: This ordinance shall be in effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

A motion was made by Vice Chairwoman Degnen, seconded by Commissioner Trevor, to 

accept as substituted 25-4220. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, McCaskill, Miller, Moore, Morita, 

S. Morrison, Trevor and Vásquez (13) 

Absent: Gainer, K. Morrison, Scott and Stamps (4) 

 

25-4220 

Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), MAGGIE TREVOR, FRANK J. AGUILAR, 

ALMA E. ANAYA, SCOTT R. BRITTON, JOHN P. DALEY, BRIDGET DEGNEN, BILL LOWRY, 

DR. KISHA E. McCASKILL, DONNA MILLER, STANLEY MOORE, JOSINA MORITA, KEVIN 

B. MORRISON, SEAN M. MORRISON, MICHAEL SCOTT JR., TARA S. STAMPS and JESSICA 

VÁSQUEZ, Cook County Board Of Commissioners 

 

PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE TO FILE 25-4220 

(Legilsation and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 11/192025) 

 

Presented by: TONI PRECKWINKLE, President, and MAGGIE TREVOR, Cook County Board of 

Commissioners 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Cook County Board of Commissioners, that Chapter 74 Taxation, Article II 

Real Property Taxation, Section 74-63 (17) of the Cook County Code is hereby amended as Follows: 

 

Sec. 74-63. Assessment classes. 

 

**** 

 

(17) Class L. Real estate which is to be used for commercial or industrial purposes and which is 

designated as Class 3, Class 4, Class 5a or Class 5b pursuant to this Division; is a landmark or contributing 

building; and has undergone substantial rehabilitation. The substantial rehabilitation must constitute an 

investment by the owner of at least 50 percent of the building's full market value as determined by the 

https://cook-county.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx%3Fkey%3D79132
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Assessor in the assessment year prior to the commencement of the substantial rehabilitation. 

a. Generally, the incentive shall apply only to the building and will not apply to the land 

underneath the building. However, if the entire building has been vacant and unused for at 

least 24 continuous months prior to the filing of the eligibility application with the Assessor, the 

land upon which the building is situated shall also be eligible for the incentive.  

 

b. Prior to filing a Class L eligibility application with the Assessor, an applicant must obtain an 

Ordinance or Resolution from the unit of local government in which the real estate is located, 

which expressly states that the local government: 

 

1. Has determined that the incentive provided by Class L is necessary for the substantial 

rehabilitation of the property; 

2. Supports and consents to the granting of the incentive; and 

3. Has reviewed and accepted its preservation commission's written recommendation of 

the project for the Class L incentive. This recommendation will specify the project's budget and 

proposed scope of work and will specify that the project will meets or exceeds the Standards of 

the United States Department of the Interior for Rehabilitation, Preservation, Restoration, and 

Reconstruction of historic properties. 

4. In addition, the Ordinance or Resolution shall: 

i. Describe the redevelopment objective of the municipality; 

ii. State the applicant's intended use of the property; and 

iii. State that an Economic Disclosure Statement, as defined in this Division, was 

received and filed by the municipality or County Board, as the case may be. 

c. A certified copy of the Ordinance or Resolution need not be filed with the Assessor at the 

time the Class L eligibility application is filed but the Ordinance or Resolution must be filed 

with the Assessor no later than the date an assessment appeal is filed to request the class 

change to Class L. 

 

d. If the Ordinance or Resolution is not filed at the time of the eligibility application is filed, the 

applicant shall instead, include the following items with the eligibility application: 

1. A letter from the municipality or the County, as the case may be, confirming that a 

Resolution or Ordinance supporting the incentive has been requested; and 

2. A copy of the preservation commission's recommendation of the project. 

 

e. A copy of the Resolution or letter confirming that a Resolution has been requested, whichever 

is filed with the application, will be forwarded by the Assessor's Office to the Secretary of the 

Board for distribution to the members of the County Board from the affected districts.  

 

f. Additionally, to qualify a landmark building or contributing building for Class L classification, 

an eligibility application must be made to the Assessor within one year of the commencement 

of substantial rehabilitation. After the substantial rehabilitation has been completed, the 

preservation commission shall review the project to determine that it is eligible under 

Subsection (14) of this Section. The applicant must supplement the eligibility application with a 

copy of the determination of the preservation commission prior to classification of the real 
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estate as Class L. 

 

g. The initial Class L classification shall continue for a period of 12 years from the date such 

substantial rehabilitation was completed and initially assessed. 

 

 

follows: 

h. For properties classified as Class 3, 4, 5a and 5b, this incentive may be renewed as 

 

1. For property which was initially classified as Class 3, 4 or 5b, this incentive 

may be renewed on or after the tenth year of the incentive, but before the expiration of 

the twelfth year of the incentive, if the following requirements are met: 

1.i. The taxpayer notifies the Assessor's Office of the taxpayer's intent 

to request renewal of the incentive from the municipality, or the County Board if 

the real estate is located in an unincorporated area; 

2. ii. The municipality in which the real estate is located or the County 

Board, if the real estate is located in an unincorporated area, adopts a resolution 

expressly stating that the municipality or County Board, as the case may be, has 

determined that the industrial use of the property is necessary and beneficial to 

the local economy, and supports and consents to renewal of the Class L; and 

3. iii. A copy of that Resolution and a completed renewal application are 

filed with the Office of the Assessor before the expiration of the incentive period. 

The number of renewal periods is not limited as long as the property continues to apply and 

qualify for Class L. The notice of intent to request renewal which is filed with the Assessor's 

Office will be forwarded by the Assessor's Office to the Secretary of the County Board for 

distribution to members of the County Board from the affected districts. 

2. Effective November 20, 2025, for property which was initially classified as Class 5a, this incentive may 

be renewed on or after the tenth year of the incentive, but before the expiration of the twelfth year of the 

incentive, if the following requirements are met: 

 

i. The taxpayer notifies the Assessor's Office of the taxpayer's intent to request renewal of the 

incentive from the municipality, or the County Board if the real estate is located in an 

unincorporated area; 

ii. The municipality in which the real estate is located or the County Board, if the real estate is 

located in an unincorporated area, adopts a resolution expressly stating that the municipality or 

County Board, as the case may be, has determined that the commercial use of the property is 

necessary and beneficial to the local economy, that without such designation the property would 

not be economically viable causing the property to be in imminent risk of becoming vacant and 

unused, and supports and consents to renewal of the Class L; and 

iii. A copy of that Resolution, completed renewal application and documentation from the taxpayer  

iv. and/or commercial enterprise occupying said property supporting a determination that receipt 

of the Class L incentive is necessary for the commercial enterprise to continue operations at its 

current location and maintain its staff, and that without such designation the commercial enterprise 

would not be economically viable causing the property to be in imminent risk of becoming vacant 

and unused are filed with the Office of the Assessor before the expiration of the 

incentive period. The number of renewal periods is not limited as long as the  
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property continues to apply and qualify for Class L. The notice of intent to request 

renewal which is filed with the Assessor's Office will be forwarded by the 

Assessor's Office to the Secretary of the County Board for distribution to members 

of the County Board from the affected districts. 

 

3. Properties classified as 5a as of November 20, 2025, and whose Class L incentive expired in 2023 or 

2024, may renew their Class L incentive pursuant to the requirements set forth in subsection h.2. above. 

 

i. If, as of November 23, 1999, a property is receiving Class L treatment, but the assessment level 

is higher than 16 percent, that taxpayer may apply for renewal as outlined above and receive a  

16-percent assessment level for the prescribed period beginning after the filing and approval of 

the Resolution and renewal application. However, if as of the effective date, the taxpayer's 

assessment is higher than 16 percent and the taxpayer is granted a renewal of the incentive for 

subsequent years, no reduction of the current assessment level based on renewal of the incentive 

will be granted. If no renewal is obtained, the incentive shall be phased out over the next two 

years, pursuant to Section 74-64. After expiration of the last incentive period, the real estate shall 

revert to the applicable classification under this Division. 

j. For commercial properties receiving the Class L incentive, once the original 12-year incentive period has 

expired, the commercial Class L incentive will expire; however, the incentive classification will be subject 

to renewal subject to subsection (h). 

k. The Assessor shall adopt rules consistent with the foregoing necessary to ensure proper review of all 

factors relevant to determine initial and continued eligibility for the benefits provided under Class L. 

 

l. The Assessor shall provide by rule for the filing of triennial reassessment reports by all Class L 

recipients as to the continued landmark status of the property and the number of persons employed at the 

Class L site. Failure to file such reports within the time established by the Assessor's rules may result in 

loss of the incentive for the period relating to the non-filing. 

 

m. The Assessor shall provide the Chairman of the Business and Economic Development Committee of 

the Cook County Board, annually on or before December 1, a report of each Class L that was designated 

in the prior year. Such report shall consist of the address of the Class L designated property, the date such 

designation was granted, the amount of property taxes that were not assessed each year during which the 

Class L incentive was in effect for such property, and if provided by the applicant, the aggregate amount 

of the investment in the project and the number of jobs generated in connection with such project.  

 

**** 
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Effective date: This ordinance shall be in effect immediately upon adoption 

 

A motion was made by Vice Chairwoman Degnen, seconded by Commissioner Trevor, to 

recommend for approval as substituted 25-4220. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, McCaskill, Miller, Moore, Morita, 

S. Morrison, Trevor and Vásquez (13) 

Absent: Gainer, K. Morrison, Scott and Stamps (4) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Vásquez, seconded by Commissioner McCaskill, to 

adjourn the meeting. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, McCaskill, Miller, Moore, Morita, 

S. Morrison, Trevor and Vásquez (13) 

Absent: Gainer, K. Morrison, Scott and Stamps 

(4) Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Chairman Secretary 

 

 

 

A complete record of this meeting is available at https://cook-county.legistar.com. 

https://cook-county.legistar.com/

