Board of Commissioners of Cook County
Minutes of the Legislation and Intergovernmental Relations and Labor Joint Committee

Wednesday, May 14, 2025 2:00 PM Cook County Building, Board Room,
118 North Clark Street, Chicago, lllinois

ATTENDANCE

Present: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, Moore, K. Morrison, S. Morrison,
Stamps, Trevor and Vasquez (12)

Absent: Gainer, McCaskill, Miller, Morita and Scott (5)

Chairwoman Anaya asked the Secretary to the Board to call upon the registered public speakers, in
accordance with Cook County Code.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY

1) Anthony Kader - Arise Chicago

2) Anthony David Bryant - Raise the Floor Alliance

3) Crystal Queredo - Latino Union

4) George Blakemore - Concerned Citizen
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25-2344

Sponsored by: ALMA E. ANAYA, Cook County Board Of Commissioners

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

PROPOSED RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING IN RECOGNITION OF
THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PASSAGE OF THE COOK COUNTY WAGE THEFT ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, wage theft remains a persistent issue affecting workers throughout Cook County, depriving employees
of their rightfully earned wages and undermining fair labor practices; and

WHEREAS, the Cook County Wage Theft Ordinance was passed ten years ago to address wage theft
and strengthen enforcement mechanisms to protect workers from exploitative labor practices; and

WHEREAS, the 10th anniversary of the passage of the Cook County Wage Theft Ordinance presents an
important opportunity to review its effectiveness and identify areas for improvement; and

WHEREAS, the Cook County Board of Commissioners seeks to ensure that the ordinance continues to serve
as a strong safeguard for workers and remains an effective tool for combating wage theft; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing will provide a forum for relevant stakeholders, including the Cook County Department
of Human Rights and Ethics, the Chief Procurement Officer, the Director of Revenue, the Cook County
Assessor, a representative from the Department of Planning and Development, and worker center organizations,
to present data where applicable, share experiences, and/or propose recommendations to strengthen protections
against wage theft; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners hereby calls
for a public hearing in a joint committee meeting of the Labor Committee and Legislation and Intergovernmental
Relations Committee in recognition of the 10th anniversary of the passage of the Cook County Wage Theft
Ordinance; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the hearing shall include testimony from the Cook County Department
of Human Rights and Ethics, the Chief Procurement Officer, the Director of Revenue, the Cook County
Assessor, a representative from the Department of Planning and Development, regarding the enforcement
of the ordinance over the past decade; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that worker center organizations and other relevant advocacy groups
shall be invited to testify regarding ongoing wage theft violations and challenges faced by workers throughout

Cook County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners shall consider any
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such recommendations offered to amend or further strengthen the ordinance to ensure continued protections
for workers against wage theft; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that suitable copies of this resolution be distributed to the Cook
County Department of Human Rights and Ethics and all relevant stakeholders to facilitate participation in
the hearing and further the cause of workers' rights in Cook County.

A motion was made by Commissioner Stamps, seconded by Commissioner Vasquez, to
recommend for approval 25-2344. The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, Moore, Stamps, Trevor and Vasquez
(10
Absent: Gainer, McCaskill, Miller, Morita, K. Morrison, S. Morrison and Scott (7)
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Commissioner Stamps, seconded by Commissioner Vasquez, to adjourn
the meeting. The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Britton, Degnen, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Lowry, Moore, Stamps, Trevor and Véasquez
(10)

Absent: Gainer, McCaskill, Miller, Morita, K. Morrison, S. Morrison and

Scott (7)

Respectfully submitted,

Sy 170 S‘?yﬂb ot ot

Legislation & Intergovernmental Relations Chairman Secretary

Labor Chairwoman

A complete record of this meeting is available at https://cook-county.legistar.com.
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