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 Board of Commissioners of Cook County 

 Minutes of the Criminal Justice Committee 
 

 9:30 AM 

Tuesday, July 22, 2025 Cook County Building, Board Room,  

 118 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 

 
 ATTENDANCE 
 

Present: Moore, Stamps, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Daley, Degnen, Gainer, Lowry, McCaskill,  

 Miller, Morita, S. Morrison, Scott, Trevor and Vásquez (16) 

Absent: K. Morrison (1) 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Britton, seconded by Commissioner Lowry, to allow for 

remote participation in the meeting.  The motion carried by the following vote: 

 

Absent: K. Morrison (3) 

 

 PUBLIC TESTIMONY 
 

Chairman Moore asked the Secretary to the Board to call upon the registered public speakers, in accordance 

with Cook County Code. 
 
1. Police Chief Mitchell Davis- Hazel Crest Police Department 
2. Carmen Navarro Gercone- John Hopkins School of Public Safety 
3. Sarah Brown- Orland Park 
4. Elder Diane Brown- Giving Helping Hand Outreach 
5. Alena Kriley - Riverside 
6. Alexus Maravillas- Metropolitan Family Services 
7. Clinton Washington- Chicago 
8. Dr. Latoya Glass 
9. Andres Roque 
10. Kimberly Black 
11. Katie Dunne 
12. Madeleine Behr - The Network Advocating against Domestic Violence 
13. Annette Milleville - Chicago Children's Advocacy Center 
14. Olyessa Gerasymenko -Chicago 
15. Richard Shine -Chicago 
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 25-3361 
 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 03/11/2025. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner McCaskill, seconded by Commissioner Britton, to approve  

25-3361.  The motion carried by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Moore, Stamps, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Daley, Degnen, Gainer, Lowry, McCaskill,  

 Miller, Morita, Morrison, Scott, Trevor and Vásquez (16) 

Absent: K. Morrison (1) 
 

 25-1695 
 

Sponsored by:  DONNA MILLER, ALMA E. ANAYA, BRIDGET DEGNEN, BRIDGET GAINER, 

STANLEY MOORE, SCOTT R. BRITTON, FRANK J. AGUILAR, JOHN P. DALEY, BILL LOWRY, 

DR. KISHA E. McCASKILL, JOSINA MORITA, SEAN M. MORRISON, MICHAEL SCOTT JR., TARA 

S. STAMPS, MAGGIE TREVOR, JESSICA VÁSQUEZ and KEVIN B. MORRISON, Cook County Board 

Of Commissioners 

 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

CALLING FOR A HEARING OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE TO RECEIVE AN 

UPDATE FROM THE PUBLIC SAFETY COUNTY STAKEHOLDERS ON THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF SAFEGUARDS FOR THE PROTECTION OF GENDER-BASED 

VIOLENCE SURVIVORS AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS MEDIATIONS AND CHILD 

REPRESENTATION 

 

WHEREAS, the Cook County Board of Commissioners took a stance to work towards the full protection 

of domestic violence and gender-based violence survivors; and 

 

WHEREAS, as part of the Cook County Domestic Violence Initiative, the Board passed an amendment 

to provide funding as part of the FY2022 budget to improve and expand services for survivors of 

domestic violence, to address the immediate needs of Domestic Violence Court operations and to 

establish a 24 hour, 7 day a week court operation for Domestic Violence Court proceedings; and 

 

WHEREAS, said measure was to ensure that adequate funding is available to improve and streamline 

operations, increase efficiency, and provide accurate information in the criminal justice system, all with 

the goal of ensuring the public safety of the residents of Cook County; and 
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WHEREAS, the processes in the criminal justice system are important to the day-to-day operations and 

are heavily relied on for the safety of victim-witnesses; and 

 

WHEREAS, in addition to domestic violence processes, domestic relations especially when a child is 

involved are also key in ensuring both victims and the welfare of children are protected; and 

 

WHEREAS, consequently, any proceedings involving the support, custody, visitation, allocation of 

parental responsibilities, education, parentage, or general welfare of a minor or dependent child, the court 

may, on its own motion or that of any party, appoint an attorney to serve as guardian ad litem, child 

representative, and/or an attorney for child pursuant to 750 ILCS 5/506; and 

 

WHEREAS, additionally the court may decide that a child needs a representative, and may appoint the 

Public Guardian’s Office; and 

 

WHEREAS, attorneys seeking admittance on the Guardian ad Litem (GAL) / Child Representative (CR)  

/ Attorney for Child (AFC) active roster are interviewed by members of the GAL / CR / AFC Screening 

Committee, and after acceptance by the Presiding Judge and the Screening Committee, the attorney 

attends a training session hosted by current GAL / CR / AFC attorneys; and 

 

WHEREAS, once said training is complete, attorneys are placed on the active GAL / CR / AFC roster, 

which is distributed to all Domestic Relations Division judges; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Guardian Department within Cook County operates under different guidelines; 

Court appointments of the Public Guardian in a domestic relations case may be made if all parties and 

children live in Cook County, if at least one of the parties is represented by an attorney, and if the parties 

have attempted mediation of their dispute prior to the appointment. Additionally, the Office of the Public 

Guardian accepts appointments as child representative in the majority of cases (as opposed to GAL or 

attorney for the child); and 

 

WHEREAS, given the importance of child welfare, the Board seeks an update on the court-appointed 

Guardian ad Litem (GAL) child representative program as well as the Public Guardian child 

representative program; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is equally important in domestic relations matters that any fee structures that are to be

borne by victims as well as child representatives are clear and properly communicated by the court; and 

 

WHEREAS, another critical issue is the availability of court reporters in the Domestic Relations 

Division, as maintaining accurate records of proceedings is essential for any efforts to seek review or 

appeal; and 

 

WHEREAS, the last such hearing on these matters took place in 2023, the Board is interested in 

receiving an update on such related operations and remains committed to working with other Cook 

County stakeholders to ensure the public safety of every resident in the County; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners does hereby 

request that a public hearing of the Criminal Justice Committee be convened to update the Board of 

Commissioners on the implementation of safeguards for the protection of gender-based violence 

survivors, particularly updates on the following matters: 

 

  The procedure of information sharing between departments and/or agencies. 

 

  The challenges faced since the beginning of the implementation of the case management system  

 that may cause confusion or miscommunication between departments and agencies. 

 

  The dependency of the Cook County criminal justice system on physical documents or documents  

 that are handled manually. 

 

  The procedures of how discrepancies in these documents are handled. 

 

  The recommendations that the department and/or agency suggest to prevent any life threatening  

 discrepancies/errors in the processes. 

 

  The safeguards in the department and/or agency that have been in place to ensure the safety of  

 gender/based survivors. 

 

  The consistency in implementation of said safeguards throughout the court system. 

 

  Other suggested safeguards to implement and potential challenges in their implementation; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby request an update on processes related to 

Domestic Relations cases including the following matters: 

 

  The procedure used by judges to appoint as Guardian ad Litem or the Public Guardian. 

 

  The procedure used by judges to determine what attorney shall be appointed as Guardian ad Litem. 

 

  The financial obligations and fee structure the court adheres to and how they are communicated. 

 

  The availability of court reporters in the Domestic Relations Division and how reports are obtained  

 when a party wishes to seek review or appeal. 

 

  The oversight of Guardian ad Litem (GAL) / Child Representative (CR) / Attorney for Child (AFC)  

 program. 

 

  Other suggested safeguards to implement and potential challenges to ensure the welfare of children  

 and victims are in place; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a representative from each Cook County public safety stakeholder 

be prepared to participate in the hearing and provide updates relevant to their purview.  
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A motion was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Anaya, to recommend for 

approval 25-1695.  The motion carried by the following vote: 

 

 

Ayes: Moore, Stamps, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Degnen, Gainer, Lowry, McCaskill, Miller,  

 Morita, S. Morrison, Scott, Trevor and Vásquez (15) 

Absent: Britton and K. Morrison (2) 

 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Anaya, seconded by Commissioner S. Morrison, to adjourn

the meeting.  The motion carried by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Moore, Stamps, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Degnen, Gainer, Lowry, McCaskill, Miller,  

 Morita, S. Morrison, Scott, Trevor and Vásquez (15) 

Absent: Britton and K. Morrison (2) 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

  
    
 
 Chairman  Secretary 

 

 
A complete record of this meeting is available at https://cook-county.legistar.com. 
 


