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 16-5488 

 Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 MANUFACTURING AWARENESS AND APPRECIATION MONTH, OCTOBER 2016 

 

 WHEREAS, Cook County in partnership with the counties of DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, 

 and Will and the City of Chicago, the Chicago Metro Metal Consortium, was designated an ‘Investing in 

 Manufacturing Communities Partnership’ Community by the United States Department of Commerce in

 June, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, northeastern Illinois is a leading manufacturing center whose metal manufacturers generate 

 more than $25 billion in annual revenues and act as a driver of regional economic development; and 

 

 WHEREAS, more than 4000 fabricated metal and machinery manufacturing firms located in the metro 

 Chicago area  that provide well-paying manufacturing jobs for employees and contribute to broad-based 

 prosperity; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Cook County in partnership with the Chicago Metro Metal Consortium are collaborating 

 with manufacturers, educational institutions and workforce providers, nonprofits, trade associations, and 

 economic development organizations to support and strengthen the region’s manufacturing sector; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Fabricators and Manufacturers Association, International (FMA), the National 

 Association of Manufacturers, and the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) have designated 

 October 7, 2016 as National Manufacturing Day and October as Manufacturing Awareness and 

 Appreciation month; and 

 

 WHEREAS, manufacturers, educational institutions, and other organizations in Cook County will be 

 hosting events on October 7, 2016 and throughout the month of October to showcase the skilled and 

 well-paying jobs afforded by a career in manufacturing, to support and promote a positive public image 

 of manufacturing, and to ensure the continued growth of the manufacturing industry; and  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners does 

 hereby proclaim October 2016 as Manufacturing Awareness and Appreciation Month in Cook County, 

 Illinois and urge all residents to join in recognizing the important role of manufacturing. 
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16-5603 

 Sponsored by: RICHARD R. BOYKIN, TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), LUIS ARROYO JR, 

JERRY BUTLER, JOHN P. DALEY, JOHN A. FRITCHEY, BRIDGET GAINER, JESÚS G. GARCÍA, 

GREGG GOSLIN, STANLEY MOORE, SEAN M. MORRISON, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER 

N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN and JEFFREY R. 

TOBOLSKI, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

  

CONGRATULATING REVEREND JESSE L. JACKSON, SR. ON THE CELEBRATION OF HIS 

 75th BIRTHDAY 

 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, Sr., was born on October 8, 1941 in Greenville, South  

 Carolina, to Helen Burns and Noah Louis Robinson; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. graduated from North Carolina A&T State University in 

 1964. Reverend Jackson was ordained into the ministry on June 30, 1968 by Reverend Clay Evans and 

 received his Master’s Degree in Divinity from Chicago Theological Seminary in 2000; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson married his college sweetheart Jacqueline Lavinia Brown in 1963. They 

 have five children: Santita Jackson, Congressman Jesse L. Jackson, Jr., Jonathan Luther Jackson, Yusef 

 DuBois Jackson, Esq., and Jacqueline Lavinia Jackson, Jr.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson served as a full-time organizer for the Southern Christian Leadership 

 Conference (SCLC) and was eventually appointed by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to direct the Operation 

 Breadbasket program; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Operation Breadbasket celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2016; and  

 

 WHEREAS, In December of 1971, Reverend Jackson founded Operation PUSH (People United to Serve 

 Humanity) in Chicago. In 1984, Reverend Jackson founded the National Rainbow Coalition, a social 

 justice organization based in Washington, D.C. devoted to political empowerment, education, and

 changing public policy. In September of 1996, the Rainbow Coalition and Operation PUSH merged to 

 form the Rainbow PUSH Coalition to continue the work of both organizations and to maximize 

 resources; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson’s 1984 presidential campaign registered over one million new voters, 

 won 3.5 million votes, and helped the Democratic Party regain control of the Senate in 1986; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson’s 1988 presidential campaign registered over two million new voters, 

 won seven million votes, and helped boost hundreds of state and local elected officials into office, while 

 inspiring millions to join the American political process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on May 2, 1999, three United States soldiers held captive in Kosovo were released as the 

 direct result of diplomatic negotiations undertaken by Reverend Jackson on behalf of the United States of 

 America; and  
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 WHEREAS, in 2000, President Bill Clinton awarded Reverend Jackson the Presidential Medal of 

 Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor. In 2009, UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown bestowed the 

 Global Diversity and Inclusion Award on Reverend Jackson at 10 Downing Street. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the President and Cook County Board of 

 Commissioners that Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. is to be congratulated on the occasion of his 75th 

 birthday, and that the sincere appreciation of the President and the Cook County Board of Commissioners 

is to be extended to Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. for his service to all of humanity, the nation, and the 

world. 

 

 

 16-5607 

 Sponsored by: RICHARD R. BOYKIN, TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), LUIS ARROYO JR, 

JERRY BUTLER, JOHN P. DALEY, JOHN A. FRITCHEY, BRIDGET GAINER, JESÚS G. GARCÍA, 

GREGG GOSLIN, STANLEY MOORE, SEAN M. MORRISON, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER 

N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN and JEFFREY R. 

TOBOLSKI, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 CONGRATULATING THE STUDENTS AND STAFF OF PROVISO MATH AND SCIENCE 

 ACADEMY ON ITS RECOGNITION BY CHICAGO MAGAZINE AS THE TOP SUBURBAN 

 HIGH SCHOOL IN COOK COUNTY 

 

 WHEREAS, Proviso Math and Science Academy is a distinguished magnet high school in Proviso 

 Township School District 209, located in Forest Park, Illinois; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Proviso Math and Science Academy is one of the newest schools in Proviso Township 

 District 209, having been founded in 2005; and  

 

 WHEREAS, nearly 800 students who reside within the geographic boundaries of Proviso Township 

 District 209 attend Proviso Math and Science Academy; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Proviso Math and Science Academy employs a multi-faceted approach to its curriculum,

 gearing its instructional approach toward teaching the skills that its students will need to compete in a 

 21st Century economy; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the students of Proviso Math and Science Academy benefit from an instructional emphasis 

 on mathematics, science, and technology; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the student body of Proviso Math and Science Academy reflects a diverse range of cultural 

and economic backgrounds; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the students of Proviso Math and Science Academy have been awarded tens of millions of 

 dollars in scholarships since the school was founded just over a decade ago; and 
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 WHEREAS, Proviso Math and Science Academy has received numerous local, regional and national 

 honors, including a “bronze” ranking from U.S. News and World Report in its “Best High Schools” 

 publication; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in August of 2016, Proviso Math and Science Academy was named the top high school in 

 suburban Cook County by Chicago Magazine, beating out a number of districts with a higher per capita 

 income and considerable economic advantages. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the President and Cook County Board of 

 Commissioners that the teachers, students, and administration of the Proviso Math and Science Academy 

 are to be recognized and congratulated for the achievement of being named the top high school in 

 suburban Cook County by Chicago Magazine. 

 

 

 16-5608 

 Sponsored by: PETER N. SILVESTRI, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 HONORING PEG O’RYAN LOMBARDO 

 

 WHEREAS, the Shannon Rovers are celebrating the Chicago Restaurant Industry and honoring Peg 

 O’Ryan Lombardo at their 90th Anniversary Dinner Dance on October 15, 2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Peg O’Ryan Lombardo is co-owner of the iconic Gibson’s Restaurant as well as several 

 other renown Chicago-area restaurants; and 

 

 WHEREAS, restaurants such as the Lombardo’s have played a vital role for the Irish community in 

 bringing people together and have been instrumental in evoking a sense of community, culture, and 

hospitality; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Peg O’Ryan Lombardo has served as president of the Irish Fellowship Club; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Peg O’Ryan Lombardo and her husband Steve have volunteered at and are beloved by 

 many area charities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Peg O’Ryan Lombardo has been particularly involved in educational causes and has been a 

 strong supporter of Mary, Seat of Wisdom in Park Ridge and St. Ignatius College Prep in Chicago where 

 the Lombardo children attended; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Peg O’Ryan Lombardo has been active in many other causes, including the Benedictine 

 Sisters of Chicago, Mary’s Closet, Misericordia, Operation Push, The Greater Chicago Food Depository, 

 and Catholic Charities where she sat on the Board of Trustees; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Peg and Steve Lombardo have taken leadership positions at their parish, Old St. Pat’s 

 Church, and have been actively involved at The Frances Xavier Warde School. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners does 

 hereby thank Peg O’Ryan Lombardo for her service and congratulate her as she receives this honor from 

 the Shannon Rovers; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a ceremonial copy of this resolution be tendered to Peg Lombardo 

in recognition of her many contributions.  

 

 

16-5622 

 Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), LUIS ARROYO JR, RICHARD R. BOYKIN, 

 JERRY BUTLER, JOHN P. DALEY, JOHN A. FRITCHEY, BRIDGET GAINER, JESÚS G. GARCÍA, 

 GREGG GOSLIN, STANLEY MOORE, SEAN M. MORRISON, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER 

 N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN and JEFFREY R. 

 TOBOLSKI, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 SALUTE TO OUR ARMED FORCES 

 

 WHEREAS, the County of Cook pays tribute to the service men and women of the Armed Forces who 

 have valiantly defended our Country and continue to preserve our freedom so that we and our children 

 can have a better future; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the members of our Armed Forces and Veteran organizations hold themselves to the 

 highest standards and the example set by their willingness to answer the call to duty gives this great 

 Nation continued strength and vitality; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the People and leadership of Cook County remember and honor the brave, noble service 

 and sacrifice of the members of our Armed Forces and our Veterans, as well as, the sacrifice and 

 dedication of their families; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in memory of Commissioner Joan Patricia Murphy, the County of Cook warmly welcomes 

 all military personnel and Veterans of all wars and their families to be honored at the 6th annual special 

 Salute to Our Armed Forces on October 13, 2016 to be held at the Alsip Doubletree Hotel in Cook 

 County’s 6th District; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Commissioner Murphy worked diligently for 35 years to honor Veterans and improve the 

 quality of their lives through her participation in countless Veteran events, Standdowns, wreath layings, 

 Honor Flights, parades, and National Guard Crestwood Armory deployments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in 2008, Commissioner Murphy introduced and sponsored the annual Cook County Silver 

 Star Service Banner Day, the official day to honor the wounded and ill service members of the United 

 States Armed Forces from all wars; and 
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 WHEREAS, the members of our Armed Forces are true American military heroes and patriots who serve 

with honor and dignity and inspire us through their selfless and steadfast commitment to our Country. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the President and Cook County Board of 

 Commissioners express their deep gratitude and appreciation to the service members, military families, 

 and Veterans who keep this nation strong and safe; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this resolution be tendered to our military 

 members and Veterans attending the Salute to our Armed Forces event in honor of their service and 

 sacrifice to this grateful County and Nation. 

 

 

 16-5632 

 Sponsored by: JOHN P. DALEY, TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), LUIS ARROYO JR, RICHARD 

 R. BOYKIN, JERRY BUTLER, JOHN A. FRITCHEY, BRIDGET GAINER, JESÚS G. GARCÍA, 

 GREGG GOSLIN, STANLEY MOORE, SEAN M. MORRISON, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER 

 N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN and JEFFREY R. 

 TOBOLSKI, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 HONORING THE 2016 ROSE OF TRALEE MAGGIE MCELDOWNEY 

 

 WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Cook County Board of Commissioners that Maggie 

 McEldowney has been named the 2016 Rose of Tralee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Maggie McEldowney is the daughter of Jim and Joanne McEldowney and the 

 granddaughter of grandparents who were born in Derry, Ireland; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Maggie McEldowney is a graduate of Marist High School in Mount Greenwood and the 

 University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Maggie McEldowney currently serves as the Director of Development at her alma mater 

 Marist High School and is an active member of the Young Irish Fellowship Club of Chicago; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Maggie McEldowney was named the 2016 Chicago Role of Tralee on May 15, 2016 at 

 Chicago Gaelic Park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Maggie McEldowney then further advanced to the Rose of Tralee International Festival 

 which is one of Irelands largest and longest running festivals; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Maggie McEldowney competed with 65 Roses from around the world in a competitive 

 pageant that honors young women of Irish heritage and celebrates tourism and Irish culture; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Maggie McEldowney was named the 2016 Rose of Tralee after completing an on-stage 

 interview and singing an Irish song titled “A Little Bit of Heaven”. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cook County Board of Commissioners does hereby 

extend its warmest wishes and congratulations to Maggie McEldowney on the occasion of her 

achievement, and join all who have had the pleasure of her friendship in wishing her still more years of 

success and richly deserved happiness, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this text be spread upon the official proceedings of this Honorable 

 Body, and an official copy of same be presented to Maggie McEldowney to commemorate this joyous 

 occasion.  

 

 

 16-5645 

 Sponsored by: JOHN P. DALEY, TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), LUIS ARROYO JR, RICHARD 

 R. BOYKIN, JERRY BUTLER, JOHN A. FRITCHEY, BRIDGET GAINER, JESÚS G. GARCÍA, 

 GREGG GOSLIN, STANLEY MOORE, SEAN M. MORRISON, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER 

 N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN and JEFFREY R. 

 TOBOLSKI, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 CELEBRATING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY OF FATHER WILLIAM SHERIDAN 

 

 WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Cook County Board of Commissioners that Father 

 William Sheridan is celebrating his 90th birthday on November 9, 2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan was one of eight children born and raised on the South Side of 

 Chicago; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan attended St. Nicholas of Tolentine Grammar School and Mount 

 Carmel High School; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan attended Archbishop Quigley Preparatory Seminary for two years 

 and Mundelein Seminary; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan was ordained as a Catholic priest by Cardinal Samuel Stritch in 

 1954; and 

 

  WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan is the former professor, spiritual director and athletic director at 

 Quigley Preparatory Seminary North; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan joined the teaching staff at Quigley Seminary and attended Notre 

 Dame University where he received his Master Degree in Classical Language; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan served as a teacher and mentor for students at Quigley South for 

 45 years and remains active and connected to the alumni at the school; and  
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 WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan remains active in the Catholic Church and continues to perform 

 the sacraments and serve those in need of spiritual services in hospitals and senior homes; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Father William Sheridan also continues to avidly follow his beloved Chicago White Sox 

 and Notre Dame sports; and  

 

 WHEREAS, all who know him will attest that Father William Sheridan is a kind and compassionate 

man, virtuous of character and gentle in spirit, admired and respected by his many friends and neighbors, 

 and dearly loved by his family and his neighbors; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Cook County that the 

 Board does hereby offer its heartfelt congratulations to Father William Sheridan; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this text be spread upon the official proceedings of this Honorable 

 Body, and a suitable copy of the same be tendered to Father William Sheridan for his birthday 

 celebration.  

 

 

16-5705 

 Sponsored by: LUIS ARROYO JR and JOHN A. FRITCHEY, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT CONSTANCE PARISH 

 

 WHEREAS, in 1916, in a small Northwest Side neighborhood of Chicago, a group of 90 Polish families, 

 members and volunteers of the Polonia Club at Our Lady of Victory Parish identified the need for a new 

 parish to serve the Polish Catholic community; and 

 

 WHEREAS, with a growing community, these members met with then Auxiliary Bishop Paul Rhode to 

 ask for his permission to pursue the opening of Saint Constance Parish in what is now known as Jefferson 

Park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, with the final approvals and blessings from the Bishop, Father Alexander Knitter was 

 appointed as the first pastor and was tasked with establishing the new parish and its community. Once the 

Parish’s location was chosen at Lawrence and Central Avenues, renovations began while parishioners 

 heard their first Masses in the home of Valentine Wachowski at Lawrence and Long Avenues; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Jefferson Park Community continued to develop at rapid rates and it was evident then 

 that St. Constance Parish would soon need larger facilities. A new site was obtained at Ainslie and Strong 

Streets and on November 1st, 1916 ground was broken for what would be the new church and a new 

school; and 
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 WHEREAS, less than a year later, Archbishop George Mundelein presided over the dedication and 

 Father Knitter held the church’s first Mass in what is now the current home of St. Constance Parish at 

 5843 W. Strong Street, Chicago, IL. Within its first 30 years, the St. Constance Community grew to 

 include over 1,000 families; and 

 

 WHEREAS, during the community’s continuous growth, Parish societies were organized such as the 

 Original Polonia Club, Rosary Sodality, Holy Name Society, Handmaids of the Lord, Church Ushers and 

 the Saint Constance Choir. By the end of 1917, Sisters Mary Waltrudis, Mary Giovanna and Mary 

 Martha of the School Sisters of Notre Dame welcomed the first class of 72 students to the Saint 

 Constance School; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by 1937, the school had grown to include a full four-year high school known as Cardinal 

 Stritch High School. Following the passing of Father Knitter, Fr. Sylvester Wronka was appointed the 

 fourth pastor of St. Constance and under his leadership, a new convent was built in 1956 followed by a 

 new elementary school in 1959. Following in his footsteps, St. Constance’s fifth pastor, Fr. Handzel 

 added to the Parish’s legacy with the groundbreaking of what would later be the Handzel Social Center in 

1967; and 

 

 WHEREAS, following the election of an administration, Finance Committee and re-developed Auxiliary 

 Ministries, the year 1973 brought the completion of a small meeting hall, science lab and school library. 

 A short time later, the Parish Athletic Association was founded; and 

 

 WHEREAS, St. Constance Parish who began with such humble beginnings in a small frame church and 

 90 families, has now grown to include a modern church, school, social center and over 1,600 families. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners does 

 hereby celebrate the Centennial Jubilee of the 100th Anniversary of Saint Constance Parish and all the 

 efforts by its Polish Catholic community and their supporters throughout their journey; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this text be spread upon the official proceedings of this Honorable 

Body, and an official copy of same be presented to the St. Constance Parish leaders to commemorate this 

milestone event.  

 

 

 16-5738 

 Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), DEBORAH SIMS and ROBERT STEELE, Cook  

 County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 BREAST CANCER AWARNESS MONTH 

 

 WHEREAS, the month of October is recognized as Breast Cancer Awareness Month; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in the United States about 1 in 8 women (about 12%) will develop invasive breast cancer 

 over the course of her lifetime; and 
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WHEREAS, in 2016, an estimated 246,660 new cases of invasive breast cancer were expected to be 

 diagnosed in women in the U.S., along with 61,000 new cases of non-invasive (in situ ) breast cancer; 

 and 

 

 WHEREAS, about 2,600 new cases of invasive breast cancer were expected to be diagnosed in men in

 2016.  A man’s lifetime risk of breast cancer is about 1 in 1,000; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Breast cancer incidence rates in the U.S. began decreasing in the year 2000, after increasing 

for the previous two decades. They dropped by 7% from 2002 to 2003 alone; and 

 

 WHEREAS, one theory is that this decrease was partially due to the reduced use of hormone 

 replacement therapy (HRT) by woman after the results of a large study called the Women’s Health 

 Initiative were published in 2002.  These results suggested a connection between HRT and increased 

 breast cancer risk; and   

 

 WHEREAS, about 40,450 women in the United States were expected to die in 2016 from breast cancer, 

 though death rates have been decreasing since 1989, with larger decreases in women under the age of 50. 

 These decreases are thought to be result of treatment advances, earlier detection through screening, and 

 increased awareness; and 

 

 WHEREAS, for women in the United States, breast cancer death rates are higher than those for any  other 

cancer, besides lung cancer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, white women are slightly more likely to develop breast cancer than African-American 

 women. However, in women under 45, breast cancer is more common in African-American women than 

 white women. Overall, African - American women are more likely to die of breast cancer. Asian, 

 Hispanic, and Native-American women have a lower risk of developing and dying from breast cancer; 

 and 

 

 WHEREAS, in 2016, there are more the 2.8 million women with a history of breast cancer in the United 

 States. This includes women currently being treated and women who have finished treatment; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the President and Members of the Board of 

 Commissioners, on behalf of more than 5 million residents of Cook County, do hereby take this 

 opportunity to acknowledge Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be spread upon the official 

 proceeding of this Honorable Body in recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
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16-5743 

 Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 

 HONORING THE LIFE AND MEMORY OF WILLIAM GARTH SR.  

 

 WHEREAS, Almighty God saw fit to call trailblazing newspaper publisher William Garth Sr. to His side 

on September 23, 2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. grew up one of fifteen (15) children in a rural central Alabama town 

named Bessemer; and   

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. began working for the Citizen Newspapers in 1969 as an  advertising 

sales representative; and 

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. purchased the Citizen Newspapers chain in 1980 from former 

 Congressman Gus Savage (D-Ill) and turned it into the largest African-American owned newspaper chain 

in the Midwest. This included the Chatham Southeast Citizen, the South Suburban Citizen, the Chicago 

Weekend, the Hyde Park Citizen and the South End Citizen;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. became the first African-American to be elected chief of a statewide 

press organization when he was elected chair of the 480-newspaper Illinois Press Association (IPA) in 

1996; and 

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. was an active member of the Rainbow/Push Board and publisher of 

PUSH magazine; and 

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. was a lifetime member of the NAACP; and 

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. was a founding member of the Chatham Business Association; and  

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. founded a scholarship foundation in the name of his late son Quentis 

Bernard Garth that has disbursed more than $1 million to college students; and  

 

 WHEREAS, William Garth Sr. is survived by his wife, Brenda; his son, Darrell; six stepchildren: Robin, 

Marla, Myron, Bobbie, Schuyler and Kimani; his sisters: Geraldine Burgess, Orangie Garth, and Charlie 

Garth;  his brothers, X Rashid, Robert Sr., Roosevelt, Jessie, Larry, Joseph and Richard; nine 

grandchildren; 20 step-grandchildren and 24 step-great-grandchildren.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the President and the Cook County Board of 

 Commissioners, on behalf of the residents of Cook County, do extend their deepest condolences and most 

heartfelt sympathy to the family as well as to the many friends and loved ones of William Garth Sr.; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be 

tendered to the loved ones of William Garth Sr. as a means of communicating our deep respect for 

William Garth Sr. fight for civil rights and social change.  


