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BRIDGET DEGNEN 
COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

12TH DISTRICT 

January 5, 2024 

Honorable President Toni Preckwinkle and Cook County Board of Commissioners: 

In April 2019, the Environmental Commission was established by the Cook County Board via an 
ordinance I sponsored.  The Environmental Commission is comprised of nine (9) members and its 
purpose is to identify and execute initiatives that reduce environmental damage within Cook County. 
The enabling Ordinance requires an annual report be completed and filed with the Board every January 
outlining the Commission’s goals and accomplishments. During its February 10, 2020 meeting, the 
Commission voted on its first three goals: 1) to establish industrial composting in large arenas and 
government facilities; 2) to increase the urban tree canopy throughout Cook County; and 3) to amend 
the City of Chicago’s weed ordinance to allow for native gardens. In 2021, the Commission advocated for 
an amendment to the City of Chicago Streets and Sanitation code to allow for native gardens without 
homeowners risking fines and fees. This resulted in the establishment of a Native Garden Registry. The 
Commission decided to focus on its two remaining goals. Below are a few highlights of the Commission’s 
accomplishments in 2023: 

I. In April 2023, the Environmental Commission met with Raed Mansour, Director of
Environmental Innovation at the Chicago Department of Public Health, regarding tree
planting and tree equity in the City of Chicago. His presentation is attached as Exhibit
A.

II. In August 2023, the Environmental Commission met with Liam Donnelly, founder of
WasteNot Compost. Mr. Donnelly gave a presentation on composting and announced
that WasteNot and the County are partnering for a new pilot program. This partnership
will bring composting to certain departments at 69 W. Washington, outlined in a-f
below. WasteNot’s presentation is attached as Exhibit B.

a. 31st floor County Bureau of Asset Management,
b. 23rd Floor County Department of Transportation and Highways,
c. 22nd Floor Building Breakroom,
d. 19th Floor County Department of Environment and Sustainability,
e. 10th Floor County Family and Mediation Services, and
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f. Pedway LL-01 Bright Horizons Prep Kitchen
III. In August of 2023, the Commission confirmed substantial completion of the goals, and

chose to move ahead with additional goals while continuing to support past objectives
of the Commission. Ideas were discussed during the December 2023 meeting and will be
voted on at the February 2024 meeting.

IV. In October of 2023, the Cook County Facilities Management team and the
Environmental Commission partnered with the Morton Arboretum for the planting of 20
mature oak trees at the Skokie Courthouse.

In 2023, Chelsey Grassfield, our non-for-profit member from Friends of the Chicago River, moved out of 
State, leaving a vacancy on the Commission. Applications for the positions are being distributed, and I 
encourage my colleagues to send them out to interested members of their communities. Thank you to 
the Board of Commissioners for supporting the work of this Commission.   

Yours, 

Bridget Degnen 

Chair, Cook County Environmental Commission 
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Cook County Environmental Commission 
2021– 2023, and 2023-2025 Members  

Commissioner Bridget Degnen – Chair, County Representative 
• Commissioner of the 12th District

Commissioner Dennis Deer – Vice Chair, appointed by Cook County Board President 
• Commissioner of the 2nd District

Appointees 

Alderman Samantha Nugent– City of Chicago Representative/Mayoral Appointee (appointed 
2023) 

• Chicago Alderman of the 39th Ward

VACANT – Non-Profit Representative 
• Currently accepting applications

Margaret Schneemann – Environmental Economist Representative 
• Water Resource Economist at the University of Illinois Extension Sea Grant College

Program

Mark Potosnak, PhD – Higher Education Representative 
• Professor and Chair of Environmental Science and Studies at DePaul University

Robert Mead – Corporate Representative 
• Environmental Manager at Ingredion Incorporated

Michael Badame – North Triad Representative 
• Facilities Operations Specialists at the Chicago Department of Aviation

Victoria Wilson -- South Triad Representative 
• Environmental Specialist & Sustainability Consultant and Executive Director of Naturally

Urban Environmental
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Cook County Environmental CommissioN 
2024 Calendar  

All meetings to be held at 10:00am and are noticed to the public on Cook 
County’s Legistar.  

February 14  

April 10 

June 5 

August 14 

October 9 

December 11 
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Cook County Environmental Commission 
Ordinance  

 

Sec. 2-540. - Short title.  

This Division shall be known and may be cited as the Cook County Environmental 
Commission (Commission).  

Sec. 2-551. - Purpose.  

There is hereby created an Environmental Commission to serve the following purpose:  

(a)  Ensure Cook County is a leader in combating global warming.  

(b)  Create a working group of environmental professionals from Cook County's public and 
private sectors working together to devise and implement initiatives to combat global 
warming.  

(c)  Promote sustainable legislation and policy aimed at reducing the carbon footprint 
within the geographic borders of Cook County.  

(d)  Serve as a model for other governments by proactively combatting climate change with 
innovative and practical environmental initiatives.  

Sec. 2-542. - Cook County Commission on Environmental Sustainability Membership.  

(a)  The Commission will be composed of nine members including the original sponsor of this 
bill, who shall serve as Chair. The Chair shall be responsible for designating a successor if she 
ceases to serve as a Commissioner.  

(b)  Six members shall be appointed by the Chair. These members shall represent the following:  

(1)  One member of the Commission shall be a representative from the north triad of Cook 
County.  

(2)  One member of the Commission shall be a representative from the south triad of Cook 
County.  

(3)  One member of the Commission shall be a representative from a not-for-profit.  

(4)  One member of the Commission shall be a corporate stakeholder with experience 
working on environmental initiatives.  

(5)  One member of the Commission shall be a representative from higher education or 
academia.  

(6)  One member of the Commission shall have a background in environmental economics.  

(c)  The President of the Cook County Board of Commissioners shall appoint one member of the 
Commission. This person shall serve as the Vice Chair of the Commission.  

(d)  The Mayor's Office of the City of Chicago shall appoint one member of the Commission.  

5



(e)  All appointments shall be confirmed by the Cook County Board.  

Sec. 2-543. - Term and vacancies.  

(a)  Each member shall serve two-year terms.  

(b)  The Chair shall serve for the duration of her term as a Cook County Commissioner. The Chair 
may serve consecutive terms.  

(c)  Commission members may be reappointed for consecutive terms.  

(d)  Vacancies on the Commission shall be filled in the same manner that original appointments 
were made and shall be filled for the unexpired term of the member whose appointment 
has become vacant.  

Sec. 2-544. - Qualifications of members.  

(a)  All members shall have like-minded goals stated in the Purpose section of this Division.  

(b)  All members shall have subject matter knowledge, experience and/or education in 
environmental sustainability matters.  

Sec. 2-545. - Meetings.  

(a)  This Commission shall hold a meeting at least once every even numbered month, and 
meetings shall commence the second even numbered month following creation of the 
Commission.  

(b)  Meeting dates shall be set for the following year, in December of the preceding year.  

(c)  Should a member of the Commission miss three consecutive meetings, the Commission may 
choose to remove the member, and the original appointing member shall appoint a new 
member pursuant to subsection 30-976(c).  

(d)  This Commission shall be subject to the Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq, and the 
Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq.  

Sec. 2-546. - Powers, duties, and responsibilities.  

(a)  The Commission shall serve as a working Commission and in an advisory role to the Cook 
County Board on matters relating to environmental sustainability, reduction of greenhouse 
gases and reduction of environmental impacts in Cook County. The Commission shall be 
responsible for:  

(1)  Considering environmental impacts on surface water, groundwater, air and land in 
Cook County and making appropriate recommendations to the Cook County Board, local 
municipalities and the Chicago City Council to mitigate harmful impacts and promote 
positive change;  

(2)  Creating an annual work plan in furtherance of the Commission's goals and solicit input 
from stakeholders via its members.  
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(3)  Beginning in January 2020, creating an annual report and presenting it to the Cook 
County Board via the Environment and Sustainability Committee; and  

(4)  Collaborating in regional environmental associations and with other local 
environmental stakeholders.  

Sec. 2-547. - Division scheduled to be repealed on November 30, 2022 2026.  

(a)  Repeal of division. This Division is repealed on November 30, 2022 2026.  
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Cook County Environmental Commission 
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Total 18,000+ Parkway Trees

2022 Baseline for years to come to 
prioritize equity areas
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Survey based on City Landscape Ordinance to submit potential tree planting sites in their 
communities on behalf of residents that agree to a free City tree planting warrantied for 2 years 
using 311 App/Online

COMMUNITY DRIVEN TREE EDUCATION:
They develop their own culturally relevant tree care and education materials with the help of either 
the City and/or Conservation Partners if needed (e.g., marketing, workshops, conversations, 
storytelling to residents, etc.)

TREE AMBASSADORS ARE NOT TRAINED TO:
Plant, Mulch, Trim, ID Trees Species, Study Plant Biophysiology, Soil, or ID Pathogens
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Cook County Environmental Commission 
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COMPOSTING IN 

COOK COUNTY
34



35



OUR MISSION:
COMPOST WITHOUT

COMPROMISE™

CLEAN. CONVENIENT.  COMPROMISE-FREE.
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Largest residential compost &
commercial collection service in
Chicagoland
Largest EV waste management fleet in
the USA
Serving 350+ commercial accounts and
10,000+ Chicagoland residents
Over 10 years experience

WASTENOT 
OVERVIEW
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OUR SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL MULTI-UNIT EVENT

4  S E R V I C E  T Y P E S
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Participating floors
31st Floor - County Bureau of Asset Management
23rd Floor - County Dept of Transportation &
Highways
22nd Floor - Building Break Room
19th Floor - County Dept of Environmental
10th Floor - County Family & Mediation Services
Pedway LL-01 - Bright Horizons Prep Kitchen

69WW to become first County building to compost with
WasteNot

COOK COUNTY
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FUTURE POLICY
RECOMMENDATIONS

Styrofoam Ban (SB 0058 was passed to prohibit the State
from purchasing styrofoam - HB 2376 to ban all restaurants
from using styrofoam did not pass)

Require compostable products at County buildings

Multi-stream recycling solutions
Only 5% of plastic is recycled according to the Wall St.
Journal
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THANK YOU!
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