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July 22, 2025

To: Cook County President Toni Preckwinkle and the Board of Commissioners
Via email

Re: Resolution Calling for Evaluation and Reform of Cook County
Mosquito Abatement Districts, Item No. 25-3114, (“Resolution”) on the
Agenda for the Meeting of the Board on July 24, 2025

Dear President Preckwinkle and Commissioners:

The League of Women Voters of Cook County supports this Resolution and urges that it
be approved.

The Resolution calls for the Cook County Public Health Department to (1) conduct an
assessment of mosquito abatement activities across suburban Cook County and (2)
make recommendations regarding improvements and governance to ensure
consistency of services across suburban Cook County and (3) assess how such options
are impacted by State law (“the Study”).

We applaud Commissioner Degnen, the President and other sponsoring
Commissioners of this Resolution for proposing the Study which would look at all the
different entities providing mosquito abatement services. We are pleased to see that
the Resolution lists some of the stakeholders which the Public Health Department
should consult during the Study with the understanding that this is not necessarily all
whom the Department can call upon. We are also pleased that the Resolution fixes a
date for when the Department of Public Health should provide its recommendations to
the Board, which is May 1, 2026.

We offer some thoughts on what the Public Health Department might consider as part of
its assessment should it look at possible consolidation of the different entities currently
providing services:

1. Will there will be efficiencies that should lead to better service through elimination
of overlapping responsibilities or duties and/or through improved communications
between employees of the consolidated body? In this case, better service may
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also be the result should “best practices” by one entity be adopted throughout the
County.

2. Is there is a need for the body or official to be independent of other bodies or
officials? In this case, are there any benefits to having separate entities
providing the services?

3. Will there will be significant cost savings as a result of consolidation or elimination
of the body? In this case any cost savings in administration might be better used
for controlling the mosquito populations and preventing disease.

4. Will the public interest be served by having a body or official accountable to the
voters?

With regard to this last consideration, we note that the Trustees of each of the four
Mosquito Abatement Districts are appointed by the Cook County President with the
approval of the Board. However, neither the President nor Board have any direct
oversight authority over these Trustees or the workings of the Districts.

While the Districts are funded by taxpayers, the taxpayers and voters are not able to
hold the Trustees or Districts accountable through elections or otherwise. Further, as
detailed by both the Office of the Independent General and by the Civic Federation,
there are also serious issues with respect to the transparency of the workings of the
Districts.

The League urges that whatever the final outcome of this Study, there will be both
accountability and transparency as a result.

But even more important is this opportunity to improve the quality of mosquito
abatement and eliminate the current disparities throughout the County. As recognized
in the Resolution, mosquito-borne viruses are increasingly a significant public health
issue.

Again, we urge passage of the Resolution.

Yours truly,

Diane Edmundson, President
Priscilla Mims, Director



