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We Are Your Local Health Department

Public Health

✓ Outbreak Investigations

✓ Disease Control

✓ Inspections

✓ Emergency Preparedness 
Response

Protect Health Prevent Disease Inform & Engage Data for Action

✓ Policy, Systems & Environmental 
Change

✓ Screenings

✓ Vaccines

✓ Home Visits – Public Health Nursing

✓ Public Information & Media

✓ Community Partnerships

✓ Health Education & Outreach

✓ Guidance to Schools and Healthcare 
Providers

✓ Chronic diseases, social 
determinants, healthcare access

✓ Communicable diseases

✓ Vaccination data

Advance Health Equity



Overview
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1. Share 5 stories about data

2. Illustrate how that data advances public health action

3. Highlight community partnerships

4. Demonstrate public health's unique value
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Our Data Team

CCDPH has 10 epidemiologists 

and one fellow through the Council 

of State and Territorial 

Epidemiologists
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I’m putting together a report 

on substance use in Cook 

County. We’re seeing a 

reduction in overdose rates 

this year.

Shimu and Caleb

I’m cleaning data so that 

we can update the 

respiratory health  

dashboard. Flu is very 

high right now. 

Demian, Tarek, Malwina, Courtney, Michelle, Sheila, 
Kelley, Lex, Mabel



538
INDICATORS

150
REPORTS 

The Health Atlas tracks 

538 health indictors and 

has over 1M data points 

downloaded

Visits to the Health 

Atlas and views of 

our data 

dashboards.
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DATA REQUESTS

70k 

Includes infectious disease 

case counts, respiratory 

infection & West Nile Virus 

data, reports on opioid use, 

the crisis system, suicide 

and maternal health.  

VISITS TO WEBSITE

2025 - By the Numbers

We accept data 

requests online. In 

2025 our data team 

received 30 requests 

from the public 

seeking data. 
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Detect Problems Implement Initiatives
Educate the Public and 

Partners
Measure impact

How Data Drive Change

Evaluate evidence and 

develop strategies



Evaluate Evidence

Identify schools with lowest 

rates

Detect Problems Address vaccine 

misinformation

Educate the Public

• Strengthen our immunization 
program

• Bring vaccines to communities 
though pop-up clinics

Implement Strategies

Measure Impact

• 618 required school 
vaccinations provided at 
29 community events

• 2.4M social media views
• ROI: $58 per dollar

Data Story 1 : Vaccinations Brought 
to People Who Need Them

Declining measles 

vaccination rates



Data Story 1 : Vaccinations Brought 
to People Who Need Them
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School Vaccination Data from the 
CCDPH Data Dashboard 

Unvaccinated Students in Suburban Cook County: Measles

• Our School Vaccination dashboard shows a 

trend of decreasing vaccination rates in 

schools

• Approximately 13,000 suburban Cook 

County students are not protected from 

measles



How are rates affecting healthcare 

settings?

Evaluate Evidence

Detect Problems

Share guidance with 

hospitals, long-term care 

facilities

Educate public & 

partners

• Recommend masking 
• Share information to over 200 partner 

hospitals, long-term care facilities and 
congregate settings 

Implement Strategies

Measure Impact

Studies show PPE reduce 
hospitalizations, ICU 
admissions and deaths 
among health workers

Data Story 2 : Protecting Providers 
& Patients Using CCDPH Data

Local healthcare & long-

term care providers 

consult CCDPH data to 

make masking decisions

Rising number of respiratory 

diagnoses



Data Story 2 : Protecting Providers 
& Patients Using CCDPH Data
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The CCDPH Respiratory 
Dashboard  tracks data 
on COVID, Flu and RSV. 
Data is updated and 
shared weekly on social 
media. 

The Problem Detected How the data is used

The data is used by 
healthcare facilities and 
hospitals to track 
infection rates and plan 
next steps, such as 
masking policies.

Weekly Social Media Posts



Evaluate Evidence

Detect Problems
Significant disparities in accessing the 

emergency room (ED) for seizures.
The Foundation improved 

nurse education and 

developed patient 

education materials.

Educate public & 

partners

Implement Strategies

Measure Impact

• ROI – studies show 
savings of $15,000 per 
patient seen in clinic 
instead of ED

• One study of 317 patients 
using clinic instead of ED 
showed over $400K in 
savings in 3 months

Data Story 3 : Improve Epilepsy 
Services Epilepsy Foundation of 
Greater Chicago

We looked at epilepsy care 

resources and how they align with 

areas of highest need to find gaps 

in specialty care.

The Foundation used the data with 

UC system and Ingalls Hospital to 

the develop an outpatient center for 

epilepsy patients. 

“Using this data, we [the 

Foundation] developed a 

relationship with the UC system 

and Ingalls Hospital with the 

shared goal to understand why 

people were using the ER 

repeatedly (for some patients, 

15 times in a row!)”

- Ayesha Akhtar, Epilepsy Foundation of 

Greater Chicago



Data Story 3 : Improve Epilepsy 
Services Epilepsy Foundation of 
Greater Chicago
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The Cook County Health Atlas revealed a 

clear mismatch between where epilepsy-

related emergency department visits were 

highest and where epilepsy care providers were 

located. 

The data showed significant demographic 

and geographic disparities, with some 

communities relying on the ED for routine 

seizure care due to gaps in outpatient access, 
medications, and education. 

These insights supported actions including 

new outpatient services and improved access 

to rescue medications.



Evaluate Evidence

Detect Problems

• Here to Hear you mental 

health campaign 

• Outreach to Proviso 

partners to share the report

• Planning 988 campaign

Educate public & 

partners

Implement Strategies

Measure Impact

• Surveys are completed 
periodically to allow for 
comparison of indicators 
over time, identification of 
trends.

• Community input and 
ongoing partner 
relationships guide future 
work and indicator analysis

Data Story 4 : Health Survey Data 
Sheds Light on Community Issues

Complete trend analyses and 

stratified estimates by age, 

race/ethnicity and gender.

Cook County supports for suicide 

prevention include providing 

social/emotional learning 

programs, QPR trainings, the 

Medical Debt Relief Program, and 

the Basic Income program.

The resulting report provided an 

evidence base that validated 

community concerns, documented 

disparities, and identified priority risk 

factors for youth suicide and mental 

distress.

Data collected through 

surveys allowed for analysis 

of teen mental health and 

suicide-related indicators

Suicide Report - Proviso



Data Story 4 : Health Survey data 
sheds light on community issues
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CCDPH Epi team analyzed multiple years of youth and adult survey data, stratified by age, gender, and 

race/ethnicity, and combined it with hospital and vital records to identify trends and disparities in youth 

mental health and suicide risk, with a focus on Proviso Township.

The findings were turned into clear visuals and summaries to directly support local suicide prevention 

planning and community engagement.​



• Providers reported data on 

respiratory illness without cause 

• CCDPH investigated by analyzing 

medical records and x-rays, 

interviewing patients

Evaluate Evidence

Detect Problems

• NEJM article established link 

between illness and vitamin E 

acetate published

• Unfriend Tobacco media 

campaign

Educate public & 

partners

Develop Strategies

Measure Impact
• Continued 

monitoring of 
reported illness

• Monitor results of 
campaigns

Data Story 5 : E-cigarette or Vaping 
Product Use-Associated Lung Injury 
(EVALI)

CCDPH gathered information 

on products used, in some 

cases retrieving from patient’s 

home and shipping to FDA then 

shared with IDPH and CDC 

• CCDPH data contributed to 

identification of EVALI

• CCDPH tobacco unit monitors 

retailers, advocates PSE change

CCDPH staff packaging products 

for testing

Published Article on 

"EVALI”



Data Story 5 : E-cigarette or Vaping Product 
Use-Associated Lung Injury (EVALI)
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Vape Products collected for analysis by CCDPH 

17-Year-Old Male Patient with Diffuse Lung Disease.

Chest Radiographs and High-Resolution 

Computed Tomographic (CT) Imaging.



Bringing Data to You
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Request Data

We offer trainings on 

how to use the Health 

Atlas 

Anyone can become a 

Data Ambassador!

Data Ambassadors

Anyone can make a 

request for data on our 

website!

https://cookcountypublich

ealth.org/epidemiology-

surveillance/request-

data/

https://cookcountypublichealth.org/epidemiology-surveillance/request-data/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/epidemiology-surveillance/request-data/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/epidemiology-surveillance/request-data/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/epidemiology-surveillance/request-data/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/epidemiology-surveillance/request-data/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/epidemiology-surveillance/request-data/


In Summary
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• CCDPH works with data every day to identify health trends, emerging threats, and 
improvements in our communities

• Data are used by staff, community partner organizations and individuals to design and 
implement responses to the issues we identify

• CCDPH collaborates with partners to ensure they can access and use available data 
resources


	Cover Slides
	Slide 1: CCDPH Quarterly Report    
	Slide 2: We Are Your Local Health Department
	Slide 3: Overview
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: 2025 - By the Numbers
	Slide 6: How Data Drive Change
	Slide 7: Data Story 1 :  Vaccinations Brought to People Who Need Them
	Slide 8: Data Story 1 :  Vaccinations Brought to People Who Need Them
	Slide 9: Data Story 2 : Protecting Providers & Patients Using CCDPH Data
	Slide 10: Data Story 2 : Protecting Providers & Patients Using CCDPH Data
	Slide 11: Data Story 3 : Improve Epilepsy Services Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Chicago
	Slide 12: Data Story 3 : Improve Epilepsy Services Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Chicago
	Slide 13: Data Story 4 : Health Survey Data Sheds Light on Community Issues
	Slide 14: Data Story 4 : Health Survey data  sheds light on community issues
	Slide 15: Data Story 5 : E-cigarette or Vaping Product Use-Associated Lung Injury (EVALI)
	Slide 16: Data Story 5 : E-cigarette or Vaping Product  Use-Associated Lung Injury (EVALI)
	Slide 17: Bringing Data to You
	Slide 18: In Summary

	Content Slides
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Half Copy/Half Photo

	Divider Slides - Solid Color
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29

	Divider Slides - Half Pattern
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32

	Divider Slides - Pattern
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38

	Sample Charts
	Slide 39: Bar Chart
	Slide 40: Pie Chart
	Slide 41: Headline
	Slide 42: Line Chart
	Slide 43: Flow Chart
	Slide 44: Headline

	BHC Deck Slides
	Slide 45: ABOUT US WHO WE ARE. WHAT WE DO.
	Slide 46
	Slide 47: Organizational History
	Slide 48: Who We Serve
	Slide 49: How CCDPH is governed
	Slide 50: Our Vision & Mission
	Slide 51: What is Public Health?
	Slide 52: Healthcare and Public Health
	Slide 53: We Are Your Local Health Department
	Slide 54: Strategic Priorities
	Slide 55: Contact Us
	Slide 56: SIGN UP FOR OUR




