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Why is respiratory virus surveillance important?

Early Warning and Outbreak Detection

Healthcare System Planning
* Informs resource allocation and capacity planning for bed occupancy and staffing requirements
» Guides appropriate public health measures based on epidemiological trends and healthcare system pressure

Vaccine and Therapeutic Development

« Collects clinical data to assess risk factors for severe disease and calculate vaccine effectiveness for influenza, COVID-19,
and RSV

« Monitors viral evolution through genetic characterization and informs vaccine strain selection

Protecting Vulnerable Populations
- ldentifies populations at highest risk (infants under 12 months, young children, adults over 75 years)
« Enables proactive prevention and control strategies in high-risk settings like long-term care facilities, prisons, and schools

Emerging Disease Preparedness
« Supports preparedness for priority pathogens
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Respiratory Infection Surveillance

Flu and RSV remain low; COVID-19 remains minimal as of 4/4/26

For the week ending Apr 04, 2024:
* Most RSV indicators continued to decline this week,
including RSV-associated hospital admissions, emergency COVID-19
department visits, ICU admissions, and test positivity. S

* While declining, most metrics are still above those seen at
this time last year. Flu

Activity Level: Low

* Most flu indicators continue to plateau or trend down;
however, emergency department visits remain elevated
among school-aged children. RSV

Activity Level: Low

* Influenza testing shows that influenza B is now the
dominant flu type circulating

 Most COVID-19 indicators declined this week, though ICU
admissions continue to be reported weekly.
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COVID-19 Variant BA.3.2 "Cicada"

The Cicada variant now accounts for 11% of COVID-19 infections in the

Other

United States. It has been detected in Illinois since November, 2025. m e
NB.1.8.1
Why are people talking about it? v
W IN.1.18
* The Cicada variant has a large number of mutations that may make it easier u e
for the virus to evade some of our immune system defenses. m e
IM.1
B Ba2.8e

* Every mutation increases the chance that more people will get sick either
because the virus spreads easier or because people's immunity is not as
protective.

R Feb 2026 Mar 2026
What does this mean? )
Samples collected through the lllinois Wastewater Surveillance System (IWSS)

* We do not know yet whether this variant will cause a Spring or Summer wave.

* Immunity from COVID-19 vaccination or illness will still help protect people
from severe illness.

* COVID-19 vaccination is still recommended and older adults/those at high risk
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RSV

What is RSV?
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Respiratory syncytial virus, known as RSV, is a common respiratory
virus that typically causes a mild illness like a cold, but can cause
serious illness for young children and seniors.

Two to three out of every 100 infants younger than 3 months are
hospitalized with RSV in the US every year.

Data show that RSV has peaked later than usual this year,
prompting recommendations to continue to vaccination through
April.

A published last year found that RSV-associated
hospitalization rates among infants up to 7 months old during the
2024-25 season were lower than in previous seasons, when RSV
immunizations weren’t available.
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Prevention

The RSV vaccine is recommended for
the following:

¢ |nfants under 8 months whose
mothers did not receive the vaccine
during pregnancy

e Certain children ages 8-19

e Pregnant people

e Adults ages 50-74 years who are at
increased risk of severe RSV disease

e All adults ages 75 and older.


https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7416a1.htm

2025-26 Free Flu & Covid Vaccination Clinics

22 CCH events @ACHN Clinics
* In partnership with CCH ACHN
clinics

8 events w/ community orgs
Shelters, LTCF, public housing

1879 total vaccines administered
1213 total residents served
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2025-26
FREE FLU & COVID VACCINATION CLINICS

ROTATING
Saturdays
8AM-4PM

October 18, 2025 —
March 28, 2026

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
BLUE ISLAND

{ COTTAGE GROVE

[ NORTH RIVERSIDE

ROBBINS

4

E ‘.qoll‘
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and old!

WALK-INS WELCOME ¢ NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
FREE TO EVERYONE REGARDLESS OF INSURANCE
others

this winter with flu and COVID shots.

Protect yourself and

Flu and COVID vaccination clinics are on Saturdays only, on a rotating
schedule. See back or scan the QR code at right for dates and locations.
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Flu & COVID Clinics - Paid Media

Media: Digital [Meta] Total Events: 22
Results: October 15, 2025 — March 31, 2026

Goals: Awareness and RSVPs # 1,114,541

Total Impressions

469,337

Total Reach

Strategies: To promote CCDPH’s free flu
vaccinations events.

Get vaccinated this weekend - on us! .~ This
Total Engagement

Saturday, CCOPH is providing free Flu and Covid-19 Vaccination Clinic at Robbins .
flu and COVID-19 shots from 8AM  _.See more Health Center To‘l'al CI |cks
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2025-2026 FREE
FLU AND COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINICS

::"::’;‘ 3 2025-2026 FREE
ey FLU VACCINATION

8AM - 4PM

-

BIT.LY/40l4hNc

| schedule, ¢
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oa | Total RSVPs

Flu and Covid-19
cookcountypublichealth.org

Free COVID-19 and Flu Laar nore Vaccination Clinic
Vaccination Clinics - Coo...
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Measles in SCC — Case March 2026

e The Communicable Disease Unit at CCDPH performs three functions when responding to a measles
outbreak:
o Investigate cases who reside in our jurisdiction, including identifying exposure locations and contacts,

o Notify and monitor exposed contacts who reside in our jurisdiction (including contacts to cases belonging
to other health departments),

o Assist staff at exposure locations (e.g. hospitals) located in our jurisdiction to identify exposed contacts
(including exposures from cases belonging to other health departments).

* One case was reported with rash onset 3/27/2026
o 19 contacts identified as of 4/6
o Two in quarantine as measles immunity is unknown or they are not immune.
o Multiple locations when contagious individual visited, all identified and public notified.
o Signage placed at public locations of risk
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Measles in SCC — General Guidance

YOUR RISK OF DEVELOPING
MEASLES IS CONSIDERED LOW.

. Measles is a dangerous and potentially deadly if you are unvaccinated:
d|§ea§e. _ . . YOU ARE AT INCREASED RISK OF
* Itis highly contagious, and can remain in the air for up DEVELOPING MEASLES, IF EXPOSED.
to 2 hours after the infectious person has left the
area.
A brief exposure of 15 minutes can result in measles if you develop these measles
o symptoms, call us and your
transmission. health care provider:
* The CDC recommends two doses of the MMR vaccine HIGH FEVER (101° F), COUGH.
for lifelong protection given at ages 1 and 4. It RUNNY NOSE AND RED EYES WITH OR
« Two doses of MMR vaccine are about 97% effective at WWEEBOME: SIIRE RASTS
preventing measles; one dose is about 93% effective. ¥ you have syemptoma, call Caok County Departent of Pubsic Health ot [708)

£36-8599 AND your Feakth care provider for medica) evaluation. CALL FIRSY =0
avoid exposing others 10 measies. H you dom't have a health care peovidar, call
Cook County Haalth at 312.8648-111)
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Measles in SCC — Public Education

FRESH FARMS
8203 W. Golf Rd. - Niles, IL
on Thursday, March 26
between 7:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. ticlio o Fins
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Measles in SCC — Media

Mentions: 40
Reach: 303M+
Shares on Facebook: 1.3K

e Chicago Sun-Times
* WGN
ABC/
* Fox News
« WBBM Radio
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POSSIBLE EXPOSURE LOCATIONS

O'Hare Terminal 5:
March 24, 10:45 am-2:30 pm

Fresh Farms - W. Golf Rd., Niles:
March 26, 7:30-9 pm

Marshalls - W. Golf Rd., Niles:
March 26, 8-9:30 pm

Endeavor Health - Mt. Prospect:

The pot

March 27 By Sun-Times Wire |
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O'HARE AIRPORT
Terminal 5 on

Tuesday, March 24

between 10:45 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Cook County warns of potential measles exposures at
0'Hare, Niles and Mount Prospect

orthwest sut: last week. Those potentially exposed

Sky extend core qualifying offer to guard
Ariel Atkins

Sound & Gravity returs to Avondale
area over Labor Day weekend

Former Bears great Steve McMichael
diagnosed with CTE after death

Chicago's U.S. prosecutor looks back on

= 0'HARE AIRPORT - TERMINAL 5
Tuesday

10:45AM-2:30PM

= FRESH FARMS - GOLF RD. NILES
Thursday

7:30PM - 9PM

» MARSHALLS - GOLF RD. NILES
Thursday

8PM-9:30PM

Possible measles exposure at Chicago O'Hare airport and
Niles stores, health officials warn
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https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2026/03/31/cook-county-health-agency-warns-of-potential-measles-exposures-at-ohare-niles-and-mount-prospect
https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2026/03/31/cook-county-health-agency-warns-of-potential-measles-exposures-at-ohare-niles-and-mount-prospect
https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2026/03/31/cook-county-health-agency-warns-of-potential-measles-exposures-at-ohare-niles-and-mount-prospect
https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2026/03/31/cook-county-health-agency-warns-of-potential-measles-exposures-at-ohare-niles-and-mount-prospect
https://wgntv.com/video/possible-measles-exposure-at-chicago-ohare-airport-and-niles-stores-health-officials-warn/11658124
https://wgntv.com/video/possible-measles-exposure-at-chicago-ohare-airport-and-niles-stores-health-officials-warn/11658124
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=ab223998-8b25-4b2e-ad25-0c3c9800aced&isRM=false&rawMediaType=TV&end=true%20%20CBS2: CCDPH%20warns%20of%20possible%20measles%20exposure%20-%20CBS%20Chicago
https://wgntv.com/video/possible-measles-exposure-at-chicago-ohare-airport-and-niles-stores-health-officials-warn/11658124
https://wgntv.com/video/possible-measles-exposure-at-chicago-ohare-airport-and-niles-stores-health-officials-warn/11658124
https://wgntv.com/video/possible-measles-exposure-at-chicago-ohare-airport-and-niles-stores-health-officials-warn/11658124
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=0d261de8-5089-459e-b116-1b08ec54e16f&isRM=false&rawMediaType=Radio&end=true
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=0d261de8-5089-459e-b116-1b08ec54e16f&isRM=false&rawMediaType=Radio&end=true
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ACIP updates

A judicial order issued in March temporarily blocks changes to federal immunization recommendations. The
halts are temporary, pending either a trial or a decision for summary judgment.

* CDC’s vaccine advisory committee (ACIP) cannot move forward under the changes imposed
« All 13 members cannot serve on the committee
* All votes made by the newly assembled ACIP members, including those in June, September, and December 2025,
have been stayed. Those votes included:

* Reversed every action the committee had taken since summer 2025
« recommended federal vaccine schedules for children and adults have reverted to the schedules that were in place
before the January 2026 memo.
« Changes that downgraded COVID, influenza, hepatitis B, rotavirus, and others to shared clinical decision-making
(SCDM) designations are paused.

* Despite judicial ruling, HHS published a revised charter for ACIP on April 9
- greater emphasis on potential vaccine harms
« widens the door to membership beyond ACIP's past emphasis on expertise in immunization practices
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