PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO ITEM 16-4708

Sponsored by
ROBERT STEELE, COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING DECORUM GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC
SPEAKERS

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Cook County Board of Commissioners that
Chapter 2 Administration, Article 111, County Board, Section 2-105 (g) and (i) of the Cook
County Code, is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 2-105. - Board of Commissioners; meetings of the Board.

(9) Order of business.

(1) At each regular meeting of the Board, the order of business (unless otherwise
directed by the Board) is as follows:

ba. Consent calendar.

eb. New business.

dc. Committee items requiring board action.
(2) The Board may grant members of the public leave to speak on items pending before
the Board pursuant to the rules set forth in_Section 2-105(i).
(3) All questions relating to the priority of business shall be decided by the presiding
officer, without debate, subject to appeal.
(4) Meetings of the Board may commence with a prayer or invocation and the Pledge of
Allegiance.

(1) Public testimony. Subject to the provisions herein, public testlmony will be permitted at
meetings of the Board and Committees of the Board

Authorization as a public speaker shall only be granted to those individuals who have submltted
in writing, their name, address, subject matter, and organization (if any) to the Secretary 24 hours
in advance of the meeting. Duly authorized public speakers shall be called upon to deliver
testimony on any and all matters pending before the Board orina Commlttee of the Board
meeting on that day at g



https://www.municode.com/library/il/cook_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIGEOR_CH2AD_ARTIIICOBO_DIV2RUORPR_S2-105BOCOMEBO

The Secretary shall record and broadcast the public testimony. Pursuant to Section 2-105 (e)(3)
of the Code, should a quorum not be present at a meeting of the Board or a Committee of the
Board, the Commissioners present shall be competent to receive public testimony.

Public testimony must be germane to a specific item(s) on the meeting agenda, and the testimony
must not exceed three minutes; the Secretary will keep track of the time and advise when the
tlme for public testlmony has explred Persons authorlzed to provide publlc testimony shal-net

ehsqeal#y—me—peesen—fmm—p#ewelmg—fe%e;e—tesumeey- shaII observe the commonly accepted

rules of courtesy, decorum, dignity and good taste. Public speakers shall not:

(1) make vulgar, abusive, slanderous. defamatory. obscene. threatening, or personally
offensive Remarks;

(2) engage in any disorderly conduct which disturbs or disrupts the orderly conduct of any
meeting;

(3) speak to an item that is not germane to the meeting;

(4) fail to adhere to the time requirements.

Public speakers shall be given notice of this rule on the agenda for any meeting.

Effective date: This ordinance shall be in effect on December 1, 2016.



