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16-6134
Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE, President, Cook County Board of Commissioners
PROPOSED RESOLUTION
CELEBRATING PASTOR JOHNNY LEE MILLER’S 40 YEARS OF SERVICE

WHEREAS, Pastor Johnny Lee Miller was born in Tutwiler, Mississippi, and moved to Chicago,
Illinois as a child, where he attended Chicago Public Schools and graduated from Marshall High School;
and

WHEREAS, Johnny Lee Miller was ordained into the ministry on November 19, 1970; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Miller served in the U.S. Army in Fort Lewis, Washington; Fort Sam, Texas; and
Hanau in Frankfurt, Germany; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Miller was united in holy matrimony with the love of his life Gynetta Miller in
1976; and

WHEREAS, after a long search, Mt. Vernon Baptist Church appointed Pastor Miller as Pastor and
Leader in November 1976; and

WHEREAS, as pastor of Mt. Vernon Baptist Church for 40 years, Pastor Miller obtained church vans
for pick up service, school buses and coach buses for church outings and annual sponsored trips for fun,
fellowship, amusement, and learning; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Miller has Miller has served as Chairman of the International Affairs Ministry for
National Baptist Convention USA, Inc.; President of the United Baptist Convention of Illinois, Inc.;
moderator of the Sunlight District Association; Commissioner of the Baptist Ministers Fellowship of
Chicago and Vicinity; board member of the Reach 2010 Access Community Health Network; a member
of the Chicago Police Department Board of Review; and Walgreen’s Community Task Force; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Miller has provided leadership, ministry, and comfort to the members of the Mt.
Vernon Baptist Church for 40 years, allowing the church and its members to flourish; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to commemaorate Pastor Miller’s 40 years of service to his church and to
his community;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of Cook County
congratulates Pastor Johnny Lee Miller on his 40th anniversary of ministering to the Mt. Vernon Baptist
Church and joins the members of the church in celebrating his accomplishments; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be spread on the record of this

Board of Commissioners and that a suitable copy of this resolution be presented to Pastor Johnny Lee
Miller.
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16-6135
Sponsored by: LARRY SUFFREDIN, Cook County Board of Commissioners
PROPOSED RESOLUTION

COMMEMORATING THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF THE HONORABLE DONALD
PERILLE

WHEREAS, Don Perille, longtime Skokie Village Trustee and Plan Commission Chairman whose
vision and wisdom helped shape the Village of Skokie died on September 12, 2016 at the age of 88
leaving behind family, countless friends and a community profoundly enriched for having known him;
and

WHEREAS, Don Perille served as chairman of the Skokie Plan Commission during some of the most
turbulent times in the history of the Commission and in the village of Skokie. With him at the helm
guiding the process, Skokie transitioned from being a farming community into the modern, economically
thriving, multicultural municipality it is today. His term was notable as much as for its impact on the
community as for its length; he joined the Plan Commission as a young man in his 30s and remained in
Skokie government for over half a century. In all, Perille spent the first 28 years on the Plan
Commission, 25 of them as chairman, and the last 24 years as a village trustee; and

WHEREAS, as Plan Commission Chairman, Don Perille came up with a new way to measure the
height of a building, a pyramid zoning formula that became widely known as "the Perille concept.” This
concept resulted in the charming and often imitated nature of the present day Old Orchard Mall. In his
later years on the Village Board, he chaired the Landlord Tenant Advisory Committee and is credited
with bringing together people with very polarized views about regulating rental housing in Skokie; and

WHEREAS, Don Perille represented the highest qualities of public service, citizenship and humanity
through his decades of work on behalf of all of the people of Skokie. He will long be remembered for
reinvigorating Westfield Old Orchard, crafting the village's comprehensive flood control program, the
relocation of the Illinois Holocaust Museum from its cramped storefront home into its verdant location
near the Forest Preserve and for his ardent passion for supporting and celebrating multiculturalism in
Skokie. Skokie is presently a village which has a depth of diversity rivaled by few on the planet. With his
support, Skokie has become a village of many voices; a community where over 50 languages are
regularly spoken and where diverse cultures are respected and celebrated. He was instrumental in
establishing the Skokie Festival of Cultures, which has grown exponentially over the years and currently
celebrates over three dozen cultures, welcomes 30,000 visitors annually and has been honored with
numerous state and national art event programming awards; and

WHEREAS, Don Perille served his country during the war in Korea which interrupted his college career

at the University of Illinois. In Korea, he ran the Purchase & Contracting Office for all Air Force
construction in Korea and sponsored and cared for a young Korean orphan, named Skoshi; and
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WHEREAS, throughout his long and amazing life Don Perille was intellectually curious and regularly
embraced new concepts and new adventures. He was a longtime admirer and supporter of the arts. He
recognized the vital role that the arts play in civic life and was a subscriber to no less than five theater
series across the Chicagoland area; and

WHEREAS, aside from his work serving the citizens of his beloved community Don Perille had two
careers, his longest was in the valve industry where he worked for several companies as sales manager,
marketing manager or vice president. He later took a job as purchasing agent for the Cook County
Circuit Court for the next fifteen years before he retired; and

WHEREAS, Don Perille’s was a singular presence in the city of Skokie; he was honored by the Village
for his 50 years of political, civic, and philanthropic service in 2011 and was regularly sought out for his
wisdom and expertise. He was described by Skokie Mayor George Van Dusen as "an undisputed expert
in land use”; and

WHEREAS, Don Perille was well known for his tireless commitment to his community. He served on
the board of Rush North Shore Hospital and later the North Suburban Healthcare Foundation. Don
exemplified the values contained in the commandment to love thy neighbor as thyself and he will be
particularly missed by those at his beloved Saint Peter Parish; and

WHEREAS, the Community has lost a great friend in Don Perille. He will be sorely missed by his
friends, neighbors and colleagues. His loss will be felt most acutely by his children Christopher
(Christine) Perille, Lisa (Paul) Sabourin, Amy Perille-Ball (Kevin Ball), Steve (Tamara) Perille, Laura
Perille (John Riordan), and Gina Perille; grandchildren Matt (Lisa Nickele), Karen, Emilie, Daniel,
Coleman, Grace, Katherine, Teresa, Jackson, and Garrett; great-grandchild Ella; brother P. James Perille;
and cherished companion Pat Reis. He was preceded in death by his beloved wife of 50 years, Toni; his
parents, Peter and Amanda Perille; and his sister, Evelyn Herold.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of Cook County, on
behalf of the 5.2 million residents of Cook County commemorates the extraordinary life of Donald
Perille, and herewith expresses its sincere gratitude for the invaluable contributions he has made to the
Citizens of Cook County, Illinois; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be spread upon the official

proceedings of this Honorable Body and that an official copy of the same be tendered to the family of
Donald Perille.
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16-6136
Sponsored by: ROBERT B. STEELE, Cook County Board of Commissioners
PROPOSED RESOLUTION

IN RECOGNITION OF BARBARA BATES, PHILANTHOPHIC, KNOCKING OUT BREAST
CANCER AND FIGHTING WITH FASHION EVENT

WHEREAS, On October 16, 2016 the Barbara Bates Foundation (BBF) hosted 30 years of Bates fashion
show commemorating the anniversary of Barbara Bates Designs (BBD) while raising funds for its
signature charities. This year show commemorated Barbara Bates Designs three decades in Chicago,
while raising funds for the Foundation’s two initiatives’- uplifting inner city youth, and breast cancer
awareness and education for women of color; and

WHEREAS, In 1984 Barbara Bates begin her fashion empire having being self-taught rose to become a
dynamic leader in the fashion industry. She began selling her clothes during her lunch breaks and later
and investment of $5,000 from a generous client allowed Barbara Bates to go into the fashion business
full time. In 1988, Barbara Bates open a 700-square foot showroom, today she oversees a diverse staff in
a sprawling design studio in Chicago’s South Loop; and

WHEREAS, since 1999, Barbara Bates Foundation (BBF) has worked with inner city high school
students who excel despite difficult circumstances by creating custom made prom dresses and formal
attire at no charge. The foundation seeks to empower underprivileged teens to rise above their
circumstances, and become successful individuals in their chosen field of study; and

WHEREAS, In 2012 Barbara Bates Foundation (BBF) began to focus its mission to raise funds for
educating African American and Latino women on the early detection and treatment of breast cancer; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Bates herself a seven year breast cancer survivor, committed to raise half a million
dollars to endow the Barbara Bates Foundation Breast Wellness Center at Sinai Health System in the
North Lawndale Community. To date Barbara Bates Foundation has raised more than $ 515K toward the
effort and construction is underway for the center.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the President and the Cook County Board of
Commissioners, on the behalf of the residents of Cook County, do hereby congratulate Ms. Barbara
Bates for her dedication, leadership, drive, and passion for 30 years in the fashion industry and her
continued commitment to Knocking Out Breast Cancer and wish her continued success in all of her
business and philanthropic endeavors; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this resolution be spread across the official text

of the proceedings of this honorable body and a suitable copy of the same be presented to Ms. Barbara
Bates in honor of this occasion.
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