
Q1 Please provide some basic information

Witness Name: Mark F. Armstrong

Organization (if any): Chicago Urban Fine Arts Commonwealth

City/Town: Chicago

State: IL

ZIP: 60643

Q2 Tell us which meeting you wish to be recorded as a
witness. If you don't know the meeting or date, we can
help at 312.603.6398 or
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look
up using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve
Calendar. Please fill out a separate form for each
meeting at which you wish to speak. 

County Board of Commissioners  Wed 12/13
11a

Q3 Tell us the File ID number (example 17-0000) of the item on which you are registering your position. If you don't
know the number, we can help at 312.603.6398 or cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look it up
using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve Calendar

18-0995

Q4 What do you want to do? ATTEND THE MEETING and SPEAK IN FAVOR of a
specific item (You may still add written comments
below)

Q5 Written Statement? You can type or copy/paste any written statement you want included in the meeting record
here. If this is not enough space, or you have other attachments for distribution, please email them to
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov

Attachment to follow separately via email to Secretary to the Board

#1#1
COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   Web Link 1 Web Link 1 (Web Link)(Web Link)
Started:Started:   Friday, December 08, 2017 1:05:58 PMFriday, December 08, 2017 1:05:58 PM
Last Modified:Last Modified:   Friday, December 08, 2017 1:07:58 PMFriday, December 08, 2017 1:07:58 PM
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IP Address:IP Address:   64.107.0.864.107.0.8

Page 1

1 / 9

12/12-13/2017 RECORD OF COMMITTEE WITNESS COOK COUNTY and FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT
BOARDS OF COMMISSIONERS



Q6 ACCOMMODATIONS: If you require additional assistance or special accommodations in order to participate in a
hearing (for example, need language assistance, are a person with a disability), please let us know here, call
312.603.6127 or email us at cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov Intérpretes de lengua española estarán
disponibles para los residentes que necesiten asistencia.We cannot guarantee assistance for requests made less
than 48 hours in advance of a meeting.

N/A
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Q1 Please provide some basic information

Witness Name: George Blakemore

Q2 Tell us which meeting you wish to be recorded as a
witness. If you don't know the meeting or date, we can
help at 312.603.6398 or
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look
up using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve
Calendar. Please fill out a separate form for each
meeting at which you wish to speak. 

County Board of Commissioners  Wed 12/13
11a

Q3 Tell us the File ID number (example 17-0000) of the item on which you are registering your position. If you don't
know the number, we can help at 312.603.6398 or cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look it up
using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve Calendar

All Items

Q4 What do you want to do? ATTEND THE MEETING and SPEAK FOR INFORMATION
ONLY (You may still add written comments below)

Q5 Written Statement? You can type or copy/paste any written statement you want included in the meeting record
here. If this is not enough space, or you have other attachments for distribution, please email them to
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov

No

Q6 ACCOMMODATIONS: If you require additional assistance or special accommodations in order to participate in a
hearing (for example, need language assistance, are a person with a disability), please let us know here, call
312.603.6127 or email us at cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov Intérpretes de lengua española estarán
disponibles para los residentes que necesiten asistencia.We cannot guarantee assistance for requests made less
than 48 hours in advance of a meeting.

n/a

#2#2
COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   Web Link 1 Web Link 1 (Web Link)(Web Link)
Started:Started:   Monday, December 11, 2017 1:41:17 PMMonday, December 11, 2017 1:41:17 PM
Last Modified:Last Modified:   Monday, December 11, 2017 1:44:09 PMMonday, December 11, 2017 1:44:09 PM
Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:02:5100:02:51
IP Address:IP Address:   162.217.186.238162.217.186.238
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Q1 Please provide some basic information

Witness Name: Beth Wanless

Organization (if any): Chicago Association of Realtors

City/Town: Chicago

State: IL

ZIP: 60611

Q2 Tell us which meeting you wish to be recorded as a
witness. If you don't know the meeting or date, we can
help at 312.603.6398 or
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look
up using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve
Calendar. Please fill out a separate form for each
meeting at which you wish to speak. 

County Board of Commissioners  Wed 12/13
11a

Q3 Tell us the File ID number (example 17-0000) of the item on which you are registering your position. If you don't
know the number, we can help at 312.603.6398 or cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look it up
using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve Calendar

17-9977

Q4 What do you want to do? ATTEND THE MEETING and SPEAK IN FAVOR of a
specific item (You may still add written comments
below)

#3#3
COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   Web Link 1 Web Link 1 (Web Link)(Web Link)
Started:Started:   Tuesday, December 12, 2017 9:34:06 AMTuesday, December 12, 2017 9:34:06 AM
Last Modified:Last Modified:   Tuesday, December 12, 2017 9:40:14 AMTuesday, December 12, 2017 9:40:14 AM
Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:06:0700:06:07
IP Address:IP Address:   50.203.125.13150.203.125.131
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Q5 Written Statement? You can type or copy/paste any written statement you want included in the meeting record
here. If this is not enough space, or you have other attachments for distribution, please email them to
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov

December 13, 2017

Cook County Board of Commissioners
Chicago Association of REALTORS® Testimony in Support of Proposed Ordinance Amendment 
File Number 17-9977

Good morning Commissioners, my name is Beth Wanless, and I serve as the director of government affairs at the Chicago Association 
of REALTORS®. I join you today to briefly testify on behalf of the nearly 33,000 REALTOR members in Cook County in support of the 
proposed amendment to the tax incentive ordinance, file number 17-9977. 

Among the 33,000 members, this includes commercial real estate brokers, developers, investors, lenders, attorneys and consultants, 
among other real estate professionals. We have heard from our members who work on the commercial side of the real estate industry 
that the enacted changes to the tax incentive ordinance have some negative consequences, and most importantly have become a 
barrier to economic development throughout Cook County, and especially in the South and Southwest communities. 

The Chicago Association of REALTORS® is supportive of economic development, and we want to prevent situations where clients have 
declined to move forward in either development or becoming a tenant of an existing property due to the ordinance’s requirements. 

The Chicago Association of REALTORS is most supportive of the ordinance amendment language which prevents the revocation of a 
property class incentive for failure to comply with affidavit requirements in the 2017 and 2018 assessment years. We believe this is a 
positive step.

We applaud the Board of Commissioners for considering this amendment language which would allow extra time to continue to 
collaborate in the coming months on what is a very complicated tax matter. 

The Chicago Association of REALTORS supports this amendment to the tax incentive ordinance and we look forward to working with 
the Board on this important language. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

Q6 ACCOMMODATIONS: If you require additional
assistance or special accommodations in order to
participate in a hearing (for example, need language
assistance, are a person with a disability), please let us
know here, call 312.603.6127 or email us at
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov Intérpretes de
lengua española estarán disponibles para los residentes
que necesiten asistencia.We cannot guarantee
assistance for requests made less than 48 hours in
advance of a meeting.

Respondent skipped this question
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Q1 Please provide some basic information

Witness Name: Nancy Marcus, Co-President

Organization (if any): League of Women Voters of Cook County

City/Town: Chicago

State: IL

ZIP: 60604

Q2 Tell us which meeting you wish to be recorded as a
witness. If you don't know the meeting or date, we can
help at 312.603.6398 or
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look
up using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve
Calendar. Please fill out a separate form for each
meeting at which you wish to speak. 

County Board of Commissioners  Wed 12/13
11a

Q3 Tell us the File ID number (example 17-0000) of the item on which you are registering your position. If you don't
know the number, we can help at 312.603.6398 or cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look it up
using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve Calendar

18-0995 and
18-1031

Q4 What do you want to do? DO NOT ATTEND THE MEETING and PROVIDE
WRITTEN COMMENT FOR INFORMATION ONLY (You
may add written comments below)

#4#4
COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   Web Link 1 Web Link 1 (Web Link)(Web Link)
Started:Started:   Tuesday, December 12, 2017 2:33:04 PMTuesday, December 12, 2017 2:33:04 PM
Last Modified:Last Modified:   Tuesday, December 12, 2017 2:42:52 PMTuesday, December 12, 2017 2:42:52 PM
Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:09:4800:09:48
IP Address:IP Address:   66.71.230.9266.71.230.92
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Q5 Written Statement? You can type or copy/paste any written statement you want included in the meeting record
here. If this is not enough space, or you have other attachments for distribution, please email them to
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov

The League fully supports the proposals to follow-up on the property assessment process, whether it be in the Finance Committee or 
the Human Relations Committee.  Having a fair and accurate assessment process is critical.  As the League has repeatedly pointed out, 
the current system has budget implications.  Because of all the incorrect assessments, the Assessor and the Board of Review have 
been receiving more and more appeals each year and must staff to deal with these increases.  We have recommended you obtain 
information on the number of appeals, the number of successful appeals, what changes, if any, in the assessment process are made as 
a result of those successful appeals, and whether there is any attempt to correct similarly-situated property assessments.  While we 
understand that the letter the League sent Commissioners during the budget process was forwarded to the Assessor and Board of 
Review for responses, we do not believe that any were provided to the Commissioners.  We hope you will seek them now.

Q6 ACCOMMODATIONS: If you require additional
assistance or special accommodations in order to
participate in a hearing (for example, need language
assistance, are a person with a disability), please let us
know here, call 312.603.6127 or email us at
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov Intérpretes de
lengua española estarán disponibles para los residentes
que necesiten asistencia.We cannot guarantee
assistance for requests made less than 48 hours in
advance of a meeting.

Respondent skipped this question
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Q1 Please provide some basic information

Witness Name: Andrew Nelson

Organization (if any): Concern Citizen

City/Town: Chicago

State: IL

ZIP: 60617

Q2 Tell us which meeting you wish to be recorded as a
witness. If you don't know the meeting or date, we can
help at 312.603.6398 or
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look
up using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve
Calendar. Please fill out a separate form for each
meeting at which you wish to speak. 

County Board of Commissioners  Wed 12/13
11a

Q3 Tell us the File ID number (example 17-0000) of the item on which you are registering your position. If you don't
know the number, we can help at 312.603.6398 or cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov. You can also look it up
using the County Calendar or the Forest Preserve Calendar

All Items

Q4 What do you want to do? ATTEND THE MEETING and SPEAK FOR INFORMATION
ONLY (You may still add written comments below)

Q5 Written Statement? You can type or copy/paste any written statement you want included in the meeting record
here. If this is not enough space, or you have other attachments for distribution, please email them to
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov

N/A

#5#5
COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   Web Link 1 Web Link 1 (Web Link)(Web Link)
Started:Started:   Tuesday, December 12, 2017 2:54:25 PMTuesday, December 12, 2017 2:54:25 PM
Last Modified:Last Modified:   Monday, January 01, 2018 2:05:27 PMMonday, January 01, 2018 2:05:27 PM
Time Spent:Time Spent:   Over a weekOver a week
IP Address:IP Address:   162.217.186.238162.217.186.238
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Q6 ACCOMMODATIONS: If you require additional
assistance or special accommodations in order to
participate in a hearing (for example, need language
assistance, are a person with a disability), please let us
know here, call 312.603.6127 or email us at
cookcounty.board@cookcountyil.gov Intérpretes de
lengua española estarán disponibles para los residentes
que necesiten asistencia.We cannot guarantee
assistance for requests made less than 48 hours in
advance of a meeting.

Respondent skipped this question
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