St. Matthew United Methodist Church
I 1000 North Orleans, Chicago, IL 60610
(312) 337-7111 * (312) 573-5090 fax

Rev. Dr. Rodney Walker, Lead Pastor

Rev. Thomas Rawlinson, Pastor for
Congregational Redevelopment

April 22, 2020

The Honorable Toni Preckwinkle
Cook County Board President
118 N. Clark Street — Rm. 537
Chicago, Illinois 60602

Dear President Preckwinkle:

We are writing today to advocate for releasing non-violent offenders from Cook
County Jail. Amid the COVID-19 outbreak in the facility, and the ongoing loss of life
in the jail due to the pandemic, this represents a social justice crisis and not just a

medical one.

We strongly urge you to consider the immediate release of non-violent offenders.

Respectfully,

Rev. Dr. Rodney Walker
Rev. Thomas Rawlinson



