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Public Health Success Stories

• A sampling of our proud accomplishments 
from 2016 

• Show public health in action

• Our employees work hard everyday with input 
from partners and the public, to “prevent 
disease, promote health, and protect you.” 



Mission and COO Letter
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Budget and Table of Contents
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2016 Fiscal Budget

Source: County FY16 Budget Book

Corporate Fund 10,865,659 

TB Sanitarium District 5,982,153 

Public Health Grants 11,436,849

Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund 1,398,334 

TOTAL $29,682,995 
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Chronic Disease Prevention & Control

Healthy HotSpot helped schools increase physical 
activity in 2016 with enhanced physical education.
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Communicable Disease 
Prevention & Control

Tracking hospital-reported rabies exposures helped 
ensure residents received potentially life-saving 
medications.
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Community Epidemiology & Health Planning

The Cook County Board approved WePlan2020, our 
community health assessment for IDPH completed 
every 5 years.
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Emergency Preparedness & Response

Quality improvement initiative helps update emergency 
plans.
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Environmental Health Services

Events in 2015 prompted increased attention on 
Legionella in 2016.
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Public Health Nursing

CCDPH public health nurses provided nursing students 
with community nursing experiences in 2016.



Presentation Title in Footer  I  Date 14

Public Information

Fight the Bite Cook County campaigns raised awareness 
about how to prevent West Nile and Zika viruses.
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Case Counts

• Annual Participant Visits

• Communicable Disease Case Counts
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Case Counts

• Environmental Health Services
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WePlan 2020

• Community health 
improvement plan for 
suburban Cook County 
(SCC)

• Chronic disease identified 
as one of three priorities

• Goal: “Reduce inequities 
and the burden of chronic 
disease by cultivating 
environments, healthcare 
systems, and a culture that 
promote health.”
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Burden of Chronic Disease in SCC

• Coronary Heart Disease is the second leading cause of death 
among Suburban Cook County (SCC) residents.

• Stroke is the 3rd leading cause of death in SCC.

• The age-adjusted diabetes-related mortality rate for African 
Americans in SCC (82.0 per 100,000) is more than double that 
of whites (37.9 per 100,000)
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Age-Adjusted Coronary Heart Disease Mortality 
2011-2015
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Age-Adjusted Diabetes Mortality
2011-2015
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Age-Adjusted Stroke Mortality
2011-2015



Burden of Chronic Disease
Risk Factors in SCC

• Eighty five percent of adults and 77% of youth in SCC do not 
consume the recommended 5 servings of fruits and 
vegetables per day.

• Two out of three adults and one out of three youth in SCC are 
obese and/or overweight.
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http://rethinkyourdrinknow.com/. Media campaign of County Department of Public health 2012.

http://rethinkyourdrinknow.com/


WePlan 2020
adopted December 2016

Strategy 1.1:  Increase access 
to and availability of healthy 
food and beverages, and 
decrease access to and 
availability of unhealthy food 
and beverages.

• Key sub-strategy: Promote 
strategies to limit 
availability and access to 
sugar-sweetened beverages 
(SSB’s) in community 
settings, including an SSB 
tax
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The Story So Far

• Sugary beverage taxes led to significant decreases in 
consumption in Berkeley and Mexico City.

• This will prevent thousands of cases of diabetes, heart 
disease, obesity, and the associated costs of treatment

• Current research does not support industry claims that taxes 
will result in job loss and cross-border shopping.
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From Healthy Food America: http://www.healthyfoodamerica.org/early_evidence_says_that_sugary_drink_taxes_are_working

http://www.healthyfoodamerica.org/early_evidence_says_that_sugary_drink_taxes_are_working

