Board of Commissioners of Cook County
Minutes of the Legislation and Intergovernmental Relations Committee

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:00 PM Virtual Meeting
ATTENDANCE
Present: Suffredin, Britton, Aguilar, Anaya, Arroyo, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson,

Lowry, Miller, Moore, K. Morrison, S. Morrison, Silvestri and Sims (17)

PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Chairman Suffredin asked the Secretary to the Board to call upon the registered public speakers, in accordance
with Cook County Code.

Kevin Ochalla - President of Local 3315 CCPDA

6 Written Testimonies - *See Calendar Page

21-2071

COMMITTEE MINUTES

Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 03/15/2021

A motion was made by Vice Chairman Britton, seconded by Commissioner Silvestri, to approve
21-2071. The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Suffredin, Britton, Aguilar, Anaya, Arroyo, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson,
Lowry, Miller, Moore, K. Morrison, S. Morrison, Silvestri and Sims (17)


http://cook-county.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=49617
http://cook-county.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=49604
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21-2052

Presented by: TONI PRECKWINKLE, President, Cook County Board of Commissioners

PROPOSED APPOINTMENT

Appointee(s): Sharone Mitchell, Jr.

Position: Cook County Public Defender

Department/Board/Commission: Office of the Cook County Public Defender

Effective date: 4/1/2021

Expiration date: 3/31/2027

Summary: Sharone Mitchell, Jr. is hereby appointed to serve as the Cook County Public Defender for a
six-year term beginning 4/1/2021 and ending on 3/31/2027. Mr. Mitchell will assume the position of Public
Defender upon approval by the Board of Commissioners and following the expiration of Ms. Amy
Campanelli’s appointed term. Ms. Campanelli’s appointment expires March 31, 2021 and all of Cook

County thanks her for her service.

Sharone Mitchell, Jr. is currently the Director of the Illinois Justice Project, a policy reform organization
dedicated to supporting people, programs, and policies that can reduce inappropriate incarceration,
improve community safety outcomes, reduce recidivism and increase justice in the legal system. Mr.
Mitchell’s work has focused on adult justice specializing in pretrial issues, sentencing policy, and violence
prevention. As the Director of the Illinois Justice Project, Mr. Mitchell is responsible for the overall
direction of the organization, including creation, management and compliance with their operational budget,
grant writing, supervision of employees, development of policy agenda, interfacing with their Board and
the formulation of media strategy. Prior to joining the Illinois Justice Project, Mr. Mitchell worked as a
Cook County Public Defender. His responsibilities at the Public Defender’s Office included the handling
of complex felonies, ranging from serious Class X felonies to simple misdemeanors, including trying
numerous bench and jury trials in the Criminal Division and handling child unification cases involving the
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services and the Cook County Public Guardian’s Office in the
Civil Division. Mr. Mitchell has a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign and earned his law degree from DePaul University College of Law.

Mr. Mitchell satisfies all of the qualifications for the position of Public Defender as set forth in the
Counties Code (55 ILCS 5/3-4004.2). This appointment is recommended for your approval.
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A motion was made by Vice Chairman Britton, seconded by Commissioner Daley, to
recommend for approval 21-2052. The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Suffredin, Britton, Aguilar, Anaya, Arroyo, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Johnson, Lowry,
Miller, Moore, K. Morrison, S. Morrison, Silvestri and Sims (16)

Absent: Gainer (1)

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Vice Chairman Britton, seconded by Commissioner Silvestri, to adjourn
the meeting. The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Suffredin, Britton, Aguilar, Anaya, Arroyo, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson,
Lowry, Miller, Moore, K. Morrison, S. Morrison, Silvestri and Sims (17)

Respectfully submitted,

o 8. Lol

Secretary

Chairman

A complete record of this meeting is available at https://cook-county.legistar.com.
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