Board of Commissioners of Cook County
Minutes of the Legislation and Intergovernmental Relations Committee

Tuesday, November 16, 2021 11:00 AM Virtual Meeting
ATTENDANCE
Present: Suffredin, Britton, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson, Miller,

Moore, Morrison, Morrison, Silvestri and Sims (15)

Absent: Arroyo and Lowry (Excused) (2)

PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Chairman Suffredin asked the Secretary to the Board to call upon the registered public
speakers, in accordance with Cook County Code.

1. Charles Maki- Asian Human Services

21-5752

Sponsored by: BRIDGET DEGNEN, FRANK J. AGUILAR, ALMA E. ANAYA, SCOTT R.
BRITTON, JOHN P. DALEY, DENNIS DEER, BRIDGET GAINER, BRANDON JOHNSON,
DONNA MILLER, STANLEY MOORE, KEVIN B. MORRISON, SEAN M. MORRISON, PETER
N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS and LARRY SUFFREDIN, Cook County Board Of Commissioners

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING A HEARING ASSESSING THE NEEDS OF THE AFGHAN
AMERICAN COMMUNITY AND AFGHAN REFUGEES RESETTLED IN COOK COUNTY

WHEREAS, on August 30, 2021 the United States military ended a nearly 20-year occupation of Afghanistan.
The war ultimately ended in a collapse of the Afghan government and an overtaking of the government by the

Taliban; and

WHEREAS, according to reports, the United States is preparing to bring 50,000 Afghan refugees into the United
States in the next year, with at least 500 expected to be resettled in Cook County; and

WHEREAS, on September 22, 2021, 75unaccompanied minors from Afghanistan arrived in Chicago;


http://cook-county.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx%3Fkey%3D56030
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and

WHEREAS, due to catastrophic violence and bloodshed, recent Afghan Refugees and Asylum Seekershave
fled their country, home and families and will require their basic human needs be met through community and
government support as they resettle in Cook County; and

WHEREAS, the greater Cook County community has identified a desire and willingness to support Afghan
Refugees and Asylum Seekers, but a list of specific needs and services, along with streamlined collection point is
required to organize a response; and

WHEREAS, the IL Muslim Civic Coalition has built partnerships with over 150 local, regional, and national
organizations to collectively impact underserved and often invisible communities, including Afghan Refugees and
Asylum Seekers;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cook County Human Rights Commission is calledto
a hearing before the Legislation and Intergovernmental Committee with the IL Muslim Civic Coalition and
its partners, RefugeeOne and the Muslim Women Resource Center, along with any other relevant organizations
selected by the Human Rights Commission to discuss and identify the needs of recentAfghan Refugees and
Afghan Asylum Seekers and make recommendations to the Cook County Boardand the greater Cook County
community on how it may marshal resources to support this refugee community; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, within 60 days after the hearing, the Cook County Human RightsCommission
will provide a report to the Cook County Board detailing the outcome of the hearing and documenting methods to
best support the short and long term needs of recent Afghan Refugees and Asylum Seekers.

The Committee heard from the following speakers:
Dilara Sayeed, IL Muslim Civic Coalition, President
Jims Porter, RefugeeOne, Policy and Communications Manager
Sima Quiraishi, Muslim Women’s Resource Center, Executive Director
Rachel Ruttenberg, Heartland Alliance, Senior Director of Policy Advocacy
Lea Tienou-Gustafson, Heartland Alliance, Director of Refugee and Immigrant Community Services
Dawnya Underwood, Heartland Alliance, Director of SAFEty Programs (including Unaccompanied
Children’s program)
Lilian Jiménez, Esq. is State Refugee Coordinator and Associate Director of Office of Welcoming Centers for
Refugee and Immigrant Services

A motion was made by Commissioner Degnen, seconded by Vice Chairman Britton, to
recommend for approval 21-5752. The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Suffredin, Britton, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson, Miller,
Moore, Morrison, Morrison, Silvestri and Sims (15)

Absent: Arroyo and Lowry (2)

ADJOURNMENT
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A motion was made by Vice Chairman Britton, seconded by Commissioner Degnen, to  adjourn
this meeting. The motion carried unanimously.

Ayes: Suffredin, Britton, Aguilar, Anaya, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson, Miller,
Moore, Morrison, Morrison, Silvestri and Sims (15)

Absent: Arroyo and Lowry (2)

Respectfully submitted,

300’“‘] Q“““'L Lynne Turner

Chairman Interim-Secretary

A complete record of this meeting is available at https://cook-county.legistar.com.
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