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REQUESTING A HEARING REGARDING THE FAIRNESS AND INTEGRITY OF THE CRIMINAL
PROCEEDINGS FOR THOSE WITH ALLEGATIONS THAT THEY WERE TORTURED BY THE
DISCIPLES OF THE NORTORIOUS FORMER COMMANDER JON BURGE

WHEREAS, Cook County is a home rule unit of local government pursuant to Article VII Section 6(a)
of the 1970 Illinois Constitution, and as such may exercise any power and perform any function
pertaining to its government and affairs; and

WHEREAS, former Chicago Police Commander Jon Burge and the detectives under his command
systematically engaged in acts of torture, physical abuse, and coercion of Black and Latine people at
Area 2 and 3 Police Headquarters from 1972 through 1991; and

WHEREAS, these acts of torture included electrically shocking individuals on their genitals, lips and
ears with an electric shock box or cattle prod; suffocating individuals with plastic bags; subjecting
individuals to mock execution; physical beatings with telephone books, rubber hoses, miniature
baseball bats; punching and kicking people about their bodies, pulling their hair, and other forms of
physical and psychological abuse and coercion; and

WHEREAS, these acts of torture, physical abuse and coercion were deployed to extract confessions
from individuals which were subsequently admitted against them in their criminal prosecutions
resulting in their wrongful convictions; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago has recognized this pattern and practice of torture when passing the
historic reparations legislation for Burge torture survivors in 2015. This legislation followed admissions
made by the City of Chicago in 1992 when severing Burge from the Chicago Police Department,
wherein the City acknowledged that Burge and the detectives under his command engaged in “an
astounding pattern or plan” to torture certain suspects. Burge was also convicted in federal court for
perjury and obstruction of justice for lying about the acts of tortured he and his detectives committed
in 2010; and

WHEREAS, this racially motivated pattern and practice of torture was not confined to Burge alone.  In
2006, appointed Special State’s Attorneys Edward Egan and Robert Boyle released a Report
documenting their four year investigation in which they found that there were “many cases” in which it
was reasonable to believe that Black custodial suspects were abused by Burge and officers under his
command at Area 2 and 3 Police Headquarters. The Special State’s Attorneys also concluded that
Burge was “guilty [of] abus[ing] persons with impunity,” and that it therefore “necessarily follows that a
number of those serving under his command recognized that if their commander could abuse persons
with impunity, so could they.” The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals also noted in upholding Burge’s
conviction in U.S. v. Burge, 711 F.3d 803 (2013) that torture, physical abuse, and coercive
interrogations swiftly produced confessions, closed cases, and were rewarded with commendations

Board of Commissioners of Cook County Printed on 5/19/2024Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


and promotions, and therefore it was expedient for these officers to engage in these forms of “horrific”
abuse; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago eventually terminated Burge from the Chicago Police Department in
1993, no detective or subordinate (his disciples) under his command was disciplined for their
participation in this pattern and practice of torture, physical abuse, and coercion. Moreover, neither the
City of Chicago nor the Chicago Police Department conducted any investigation to determine all
cases where Burge or his disciples engaged in acts of torture, physical abuse, or coercion; and

WHEREAS, the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office (CCSAO) also failed to take necessary action
to stop the torture and hold Burge and his disciples responsible despite credible allegations that Burge
and his men were engaging in acts of torture throughout the 1970s, 80s and 90s. The CCSAO also
never initiated its’ own investigation into this criminal conduct and instead persistently denied these
allegations and used extracted confessions to secure convictions, lengthy prison sentences, and in
some cases, the death penalty; and

WHEREAS, Burge’s disciples were never dissuaded from continuing to engage in acts of torture,
physical abuse and coercion in securing confessions and convictions, and therefore continued to
enjoy impunity for their official misconduct, even after Burge was terminated from the Chicago Police
Department; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, a meeting of the Cook County Criminal Justice Committee be
convened on to discuss the necessity and feasibility of an independent review of the cases connected
to Burge’s disciples; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that State’s Attorney Kim Foxx, and special attorneys
Robert Milan and Myles O’Rourke be available to respond to questions, account for the current on-
going cases they are prosecuting and that have been resolved relating to appointment as Special
State’s Attorneys with respect to the Burge’s disciples torture cases, and hear from these attorneys’
their willingness to cooperate in such a review.
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